


One of our Board Members sa id 
recently, " .. . we feel it i important to 
greet seamen of a1l race::., creeds and 
colors and make them fee l welcome W e 
want the impress ions they carry back to 
their homelands to be happy ones." 

This is exactl y why we have a Ship's 
visitors program here at the Institute. 
Below a re excerpts f rom an essay written 
by a German seaman who visited the 
United States which bears out this point. 

" .. . New York is a very unusual city. From 
pictures I knew only the skycrapers, the nice 
parks, and the big department stores. All this 
was there and t rue, but only when one drives 
down Fifth Avenue and Broadway. One sees 
well-dressed people, big colorful cars, which drive 
on very wide streets, and one hears many 
diffe rent languages. 

"But only fIve minutes from all this splendor 
and wealth, onc is in a different world . One 
sees tenement houses with ugly fire escapes on 
the front side, dirty streets, and children in torn 
pants playing. I do not think that there are 
many cities in this world where one finds the 
contrast between rich and poor so sharply drawn 
as in this city. First one receives a big shock . 

"To our eyes the people a re dressed quite 
without any taste. Colorful dresses with gaudy 
patterns are preferred by the American women. 
The older women have dyed hair and wear thick 
make-up in addition to powder . Many women 
are so made up that their faces no longer live, 
but look like real masks. 

"On the outside American People look im ­
possible, but their inside is something to talk 
about. From their co mradeship and good will we 
could learn much. Many collections fo r the Red 
Cross or Salvation Army. These organizations 
are not helped by the State, and this is why they 
have many campaigns 

"The American People a re very pious, every 
Sunday morning the whole family goes to church . 
After the service the whole congregation comes 
together to drink co ffee. We might smile about 
this because we find it absurd to drink coffee in 
a church, there it is a very natural thing to do . 

"Especia lly I noticed the Americans' love of 
freedom. The National Anthem is sung at every 
public gathering. While it is being sung, everyone 
has to stand and put their hand on his heart. In 
the classroom's of every school there is the Flag, 
and before class begins each day every pupil 

(Co nti nued on Page 12) 

M ORE T H AN 600,000 merc hant seamen f 
all lIationali ties, races and creeds co;: 
to the port of New York every year. Tt 
many of them Th e Seamen 's Churel 
I nshtute of New Yo rk is their shor 1 

center - "their home away from home.~ 
F irst established in 1834 as a floatin 

chapel in New York H arbor, the lnstitut: 
ha~ grown into a. s hore center for seamen 
which offe rs a Wide range o f educational' 
medica l, reli g ious and recreational services: 

Al though the seamen meet almost 609'< 
of th e Tnsti tute's budget, the cost o~ 
th e rec reat ional, hea lth , relig ious educa. 
tional and special services to seamen 
are met by endowment income and Cur. 
t e ll t contribu tions from the general public. 
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THE COVE R: Christopher Nie buh r, son 
of Reinhold Nieb uhr, g oes up t he gang· 
plank of a merchant ship in the Port of 
New York. His purpose is to meet and 
greet the crew members as a represe ntative 
of Seamen's Churc h Institute . Photo by 
Elizabet h Margaritis. 

HO W TO PUT 

VACATION TIME 

TO GOOD USE 

Every morning last summet· three 
young men, dashed f rom the Institute 
to the Maritime Buil din g on Broad 
Street. At th eir destination, they would 
stand before a gigantic bulletin board 
where arrival t imes and dock locations 
are posted fo r incoming ships to New 
York. Next they would jot down names 
and decide among themselves whicb 
sh ip they would visi t. 

Rack at the I nstitute they reported 
to Captain J. U. Bjorge, head of the 
ships' visiting d ivision, where they were 
assigned fo r . the duration of their 
summer vacat IOn. 

DOW N T O THE SHIPS 

After picking up bundles of maga­
zines, subway maps and Institute in­
formation, each went h is separate way, 
either to docks in Brooklyn, Port 

ewark or in Manhattan . 

T his youth ful tri o was composed of 
students determin ed to put their sum­
mer vacation t ime to good use. Two of 
the young men a re studying for the 
ministry. F rank Gibson is enrolled at 
U nion Theological Seminary and E d­
mund P artridge is studying at General 
Theological Seminary, both in Manhat­
tan. Christopher N iebuhr, son of Rein­
hold N iebuhr, theologian and philoso­
pher, however, is attending the 
Graduate School of the U niversity of 
P ennsylvania , studying public admin­
istration. 

W hat was expected of these young 

Ed Partridge pauses between ships visits and 
gazes out on the East River . Photo by Elizabeth 
Margarit is. 

people? They were asked to go aboard 
incoming ships and ex tend a hand of 
Chri sti an Fellowship to crew members. 

CHRISTIAN F E LLOW SHIP 

Th e "hand of Christi an F ellowship" 
is a rather vague term . 1 t covers a 
va ri ety of things. It can mean giving 
subway directions, a rranging soccer 
games, reuniting fri ends or just talk­
ing things over. Anything to make 
the men feel at home in thi s awesome 
city. 

They also invited the crews to visit 



the International eamen's Club at the 
Institute. In cases where the distance 
was great, they arranged to transport 
them here. 

OBSTACL ES 

T he toug;lest ob tacles for the boys 
to overcome was their own shyness -
they weren't sure how seamen would 
react to their connection with a church 
organization. But once they found that 
they were welcome all nervousness di s­
appeared. 

Another thing they had to get ac­
customed to was the unusual working 
hours. Th is kind of work demanded 
their presence after working hours 
and over the weekends. 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of having seminarians 
come to the Institute during the sum­
mer was two-fold. 

The prima l-y purpose is to acquaint 
them with thi s phase of the Church 's 
work and perhaps intel-est them into 
go ing into the waterfront ministry. For 

Christophe r Ne iouhr checks the arrival ti me of 
ineoming ships in New York harbor. The bulletin 
board is located in the Maritime building . Photo 
by Elizabeth Margaritis . 
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Frank Gibson pauses in a hatchway to talk to a 
crew member aboard a German ship which had 
just docked at an East River pier . 

instance, the .Rev. A. Dawson Teague, 
J r., vicar of S t. George's outside 
Savannah , Ga., has reactivated the 
II7-year-old Savannah Port Society 
wh ich had been dormant six years. Mr. 
Teague spent a summer working with 
Captain Bjorge whi le studying at 
General T heological Seminary . 

. A nother reason for asking seminar­
lans to spend their vacations at the 
Inst :tute is that during th e summer 
months more ships come into New 
York, and Capta in Bjorge's workload 
lS doubled. 

PORT EWARK 

For instance, nearly 2,000 ships call­
ed a t Port Newark last year. Multiply 
that number by the number of men 
aboard each ship and the figure is 
astronomical. The greatest majority of 
those ships docked during the summer. 

This comi ng summer our Port N ew­
ark Sta tion and Athletic Field wi l! be 
in full opera ti on and the need for 
more ships' visitors will even be 
greater. 

Research Ship 
n High Seas 
etsGiftBoxes 

On Christmas Day the research 
vessel, VEMA, was on the high seas. 
But Santa didn't overlook her crew. 

T wo days before the ship sailed 
from P iermont, N. Y. Captain J. U. 
Bj orge, our ships visitor, went aboard 
the ship and left 40 gift boxes to be 
opened on Chri stmas Day. 

The boxes, containing 10 gifts and 
a knitted garment, were prepared by 
the Institute's Women's Council. 
Throughout the past yea l- I,200 women 
from all over the United States have 

(Continued on Page 12) 

A c,, ",," N I ,UK Trlc CAPrAIN. Captain Henry C. Kohler, 
of Lunenberg , Nova S:otia, Master of the VEMA, point­
ing out to sea, receives a Christmas box prepared by 
the Women 's Council of Seamen ' s Church Institute. With 
him is Captain J. U. Bjorge. Photo by Rossi. 

GtHING A PIl~~II:W . LapTaln J . U. tllorge examines canrents ot LnTlS imas bOX WITh "ew members 
aboard the VEMA. Pictured with Captain Bjorge are (left to right) Paul Crouse, Clarence Tanner and 
Wayne Demone, all from Lunenberg, Nova Scotia. Photo by Rossi. 
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Or,ne Wilson, Vice President of the Board of Monogers of SCI , gazes at an oil painting of the 
Institute presented him during a luncheon commemorating the 50th anniversary of his election. 
Photo by Elizabeth Margaritis. 

Orme Wilson Honored 

For 50 Years Service 
W e have a record-holder in our 

offi cial family . 

H e is Orme Wil son, V ice P resident 
of the Board of Manage rs and the re­
cord is 50 years of service as a member 
of the Bo-ard. It is significant to add 
that Mr. Wilson , who divides hi s time 
between New York and W ashington, 
D. c., has been a very acti ve member 
during his years on the Board. 

During a regular Boa rd meeting at 
the Institute, Clarence C. Michali s 
chairman of the Board , presented hi~ 
an oil painting of the Institute's build­
ing. It shows how 2S South Street 
looked in 19 12. 

When Mr. W ilson first became a 
member of th e Board , SCI was 
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located at # I State Street. H e can re­
call the days when "trolley cars ( and 
even some horse cars) were as common 
as buses are today." 

A native New Yorker, Mr. Wilson 
spent many years in th e Diplomatic 
Serv ice. H e served as secretary to 
embassies in Brussels, Buenos Aires, 
Berlin and Berne. H e was also an 
assistant chief in the Division of Latin­
American Affairs, Department of State 
during the early 1930'S. In 1944 he was 
appointed U nited S tates ambassador 
to H aiti . 

M r. Wil son's interest in CIVIC ancl 
private phi lanthropies is not limited 
to the Seamen's Church Institute. He is 
a vice-pres ident and a director of 
Children's H ospital, a director of the 
National Symphony O rchestra in 
W ashington D . C. and vice-president 
and a truste of the Corcoran Gall ery 
of A rt. 

Institute Lobby Scene 

of Happy Reunion 

The lobby here at Seamen's Church 
Institute is often the stage wh ere 
scenes of human drama occur. 

One such incident happened when 
William E . Schwederski , a merchant 
seaman, was reunited with his nephew, 
Otto Skeries after 30 years' separation. 

The drama began when young Otto's 
family, back in Germany, asked Mr. 
Schwederski to keep an eye on the boy 
while he was in the U nited States. 
Mr. Schwederski was doing just 
that. But O tto was young with ideas 
of his own. So he suddenl y left Mr. 
Sehwederski and came to New York 
where he found work. 

Somewhat sad and disappointed that 
he failed with hi s nephew, M r. 
Sehwederski never got in touch with 
the boy's fami ly back in Germany. 

Meanwhile Otto grew up, settl ed 
down to work and marri ed. 

A s th e years went by O tto wanted 
to find hi s uncle. H e checked val-i ous 
sources to no avail. But he never 
gave up hope. H e made regular visits 
to the Institute during hi s lunch 
hours on the chance he might run into 

Otto Skeries and William E. Schwederski re-e nact 
their reu nion in the lobby of the Institute. Photo 
by Elizabeth Margaritis. 

Mr. Schwederski. And hi s patience 
pa id off. 

O ne day as M r. Schwederski was 
coming down th e stairs Otto happened 
to see and recognize him . H e touched 
his uncle on the shoulder and asked 
him if he was William Schwederski . 

It took some convincing to get the 
older man to believe that Otto was 
really hi s neph ew. Thirty years had 
changed O tto's boyhood features into 
those of a matured adult. 

O nce convinced, M r. Schwederski 
was delighted. 

N ow he is a regular VISItor to hi s 
neph ew's home on Long J sland and 
is proud to be the great uncle of Otto's 
14-yea r-old son. 

FOO T NO TE: About three weeks 
later M r. Schwederski had another 
reunion. This time it was an old ship­
ing mate whom he hadn't seen in many 
years. Scene? SCI lobby, of course. 



Bounty Sails Again 

The BOUNTY sa ils again! This 
time its voyage will be a peaceful one, 
save for a staged ver ion of the mutiny 
which occurred back in 1789. 

The new BOU TY was built for 
M-G-M Studios in Lunenburg, Nova 
Scotia, at a cost of nearly half a mil­
lion dollars. 

O ne reason it is safe to bet that 
there won't be a second mutiny is 
that there are six deep freezers aboard, 
electric stoves, nine private staterooms, 
air conditioners, and a diesel engine 
whose exhaust travels out the top of 
the mizzen mast. 

New Ship Book Published 

A new giant-sized book about the 
I:lerchant marine entitled "Great Ships 
Around th e World" has been publish­
ed. Produced by Penrose Scull the 
9Xl2 inch volume contains over 400 
illustrations. 

Hy tracing the ships and the men 
who eam their livelihood in or thl"ough 
them, 1\1r. Scull has produced a fine 
tribute to the merchant marine. 

Greek Revision 

Yachts of all fl ags ca lling at Greek 
ports will have less fOnllalities to 
comply with. According to new regul­
ations, a yacht's documents are now 
inspected only at the first and last ports 
of call. The yacht's movements, for as 
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THE WORL Of SHIPS 

long as she remains in Greek waters 
will be recorded on a special carnet 
(an agenda) issued to the yacht at 
the first Greek port of call and produc­
ed at all subsequent ports of call. The 
camet provides in addition, useful in­
formation in both Greek and Engli sh 
a~d gives a summary of Greek regul ~ 
atlOns so that abuses and resul ting 
penalties may be avoided. 

The government has made provision 
for yacht refueling stations and an­
chorages on islands and all along 
the Greek coastline. On producing the 
carnet, yachts may purchase fuel at 
these stations at transit prices. 

AT&T Cable Ship 

The American Telephone and Tele­
graph Company is building the world's 
largest cable laying ship. It wi ll be 
512 feet long, 69 feet wide and will be 
capable of carrying r,800 miles of 
deep sea cable. 

The 6,000,000 vessel is designed to 
operate year round. Her hull will be 
ice-strengthened and the cable-handling 
deck will be enclosed for work in 
northern waters. 

N ew Record Set 

Th e world's largest liner, the 83,673 
ton QUEEN ELIZABETH, broke 
her own turnaround record when she 
docked in New York at 6 :25 p.m. on 
Tuesday, J anuary 3 and sailed at II :30 
a.m. v\!ednesday, J anuary 4, thus mov-

ing in and out of New York in 16 
hours and 35 minutes. 

The new record cuts twenty minutes 
from the QUEEN ELIZABETH'S 
fastest previous turnaround of r6 
hours and 55 minutes established 
between March 3rst and April I , 1959. 

During her record short stay in the 
Port of New York the QUEEN ELIZ­
ABETH disembarked 832 passengers 
and embarked 684 passengers. 

Eel Gives Life 

An eel was credited with giving his 
life for the "cause of American ship­
ping," according to a recent Associated 
Press report. 

W hen the freighter ALCOA PIO­
NEE R was dry-docked in Mobile, 
Alabama, to determine the cause of a 
leak which had started and suddenly 
stopped, it was found that a rivet had 
fa llen out, but that an eel had been 
sucked into the hole and wedged, 
killi ng him but stopping the leak. 

Nautica I Light 

A new nautical light has been added 
to navigation charts for Long Island 
Sound. 

According to the New Yark Times, 
the beam is coming hom atop the re­
cently completed memorial chapel erect­
ed on the shoreline of the Merchant 
Marine Academy at K ings Point, Long 
Island. 

Weather By Phone 

Members of the Maritime Exchange 
of New York may now dial a private 
un listed number and receive the latest 
weather forecasts for New York. Ac­
cording to the Marine News (a weekly 
newsletter) the information is requir­
ed by steamship companies and affiliat­
ed organizations to "determine prevai l­
ing weather conditions and predictions 
sufficiently in advance to permit them 
to arrange for the retention of long­
shore gangs." What's wrong with 
WE 6-I2I2? 

Protest 

David B. Freeman, director of the 
P limoth P lantation, P lymouth, Mas­
sachusetts, replied to an. article carried 
on this page concerning the condition 
of the MAYFLOWER 11. The article, 
taken from the Nautical Magazine, 
stated that the vessel was fa ll ing into 
disrepair due to souvenir-hunting 
visitors. 

Mr. Freeman said this is far from 
the truth. According to his letter, 
"a 24-hollr watch is maintained on 
MAYFLOWER I I year 'round and; 
to our knowledge, there has not been 
a single c;1se of damage to her or her 
rigging by visitors. T he annual bi ll for 
upkeep of the MAYFLOWER is ap­
proximately $20,000. This includes 
hauling, scraping, painting, rigging 
repair and an exhaustive annual check 
of each foot of running rigging." 
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There is no need for panic as the ocean going 
steamer, liverpool Packet, sits high and dry on the 
floor of Nova Scotia' s Bay of fundy . The captain 
kn ows that in a few hours the tide will turn and 
his vessel will put out to sea. 

HIGHEST TIDE 
IN THE WORLD 

by C H ARLES V. MATlnS 

J ature stages one of her g reatest 
shows twice daily at Burntcoat H ead, 

ova Scotia. This point of land, in a 
deep a rm of the Bay of Fundy, has the 
highest tides in the world. They range 
from 46 to S4 feet above low water. 

The contours of the Bay of Fundy 
are such that waters surge through its 
-jc8-mi le-wid e funn el shaped mouth into 
ever-narrowing estuaries. Twice a 
day, 3,680 billion cubi c feet pours into 
thi s vast funnel, 14S miles long. 

It is not unusual to see a ship rest­
ing in the mud, smoke belching from 
its stack, as it prepares to stean~ away 
from a wharf still high and dry. T he 
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skipper knows that hi s vessel will SOOn 

be fl oating in deep water. 

Meterologists predict tides with Un­
erring accuracy. The record tide _ 
103 feet - was recorded in 1869 at 
Durntcoat H ead. That tide wa s fore­
told several month s in advance. 

GOOD FISHING 

A t Minudie on Chi gnecto Bav fish­
ermen string nets on I :i-foot ' poles 
stuck in the sea fl oor across an inlet 
wh en the tide is out. The incoming 
tide submerges the nets and hrings 
schools of fi sh. When the tide re­
cedes, the fi shermen drive horse-cl rawn 
carts ove r th e dry seafloor and, as­
cending ladders, pluck fi sh from the 
nets. 

BACK T O NORMAL 

These impressi ve tides can be seen 
only on th e Bay of Fundy side of 
Nova Scoti a. E lsewhere along Nova 
Scotia's 4,600 mile coastline tides which 
wash the rugged heacllands and hroad, 
sand v beaches have a normal ri se and 
fall. -

Th e liverpool Packet is ready to leave the 
dock at Windsor, Nova Scotia where short hours 
before it was beached high and dry in the reced· 
ing tid es of the Bay of fundy . 

Dear SCI 

Calcutta, India 
I want to thank you for your very 

nice gift at Chri stmastime. It was the 
on ly one I received out here away from 
home - and it was g reatl y appreciated. 
I have been to the Institute once on 
business, but I know th e fin e work 
you are doing for all the seamen. If 
there is anything I can do for you 
please let me know. 

W . C. (S . S. Sta l Chemist ) 
Hamburg, Germany·-- ---

Before our departure for New York 
this evening, I would like to take thi s 
opportuni ty of expressing to you my 
most sincere thanks and appreciation 
for the Chri stmas P ackage and Sea­
son's Greetings that you so kindly 
sent me. It is indeed a great source of 
gratifica tion to know th at one is being 
remembered by those back home, when 
one is by f01-ce of circumstances re­
quired to be abroad on such festive 
occasions. 

As Master of thi s ship, I happened 
to receive YO U1- gift package. H ow­
ev"r, all the other O ffi cers and Crew­
members were equally delighted to 
have received their g ift packages and 
kindly remembrances from the many 
women who have so generously ~iven 
us their talents, time and material items, 
and on their behalf as well as my 
own T should like to convey their 
sentiments of appreciation for which 
we are all deeply grateful. 

R L. S ., Master 
(S. S. A 111,erican I m parter ) 

H 0 n g K 0 n g.---------­
Am taking the opportunity at thi s 

ti me to thank you and all concerned 

The~e letters arc unedited and reprinted in full where 
S[Jace permits . The En,Zish language may be difficult 
lor those to whom it is not the native l ongu.e. but th f; 
meanillg intended cou.ld not be any clearer. 

for the wonderful gift 1 received today 
through the facilities of S. C. I. 

I have been going to Sea for over 
14 years and today, our Christmas o f 
1960, we the crew of the S .S. Pi oneer 
Myth was touched with human kind· 
ness and remembrance and thought of 
on thi s clay that means so much to 
all throughout the world. 

R. B. (S. S. Pia'neer jI,f yt h ) 
Liverpool, United KingdomL----

I am eighteen years of age and on 
l11y first trip. This is really my fir st 
Chri stmas away from home and as 
thi s is so I have felt thi s day a littl e 
lonely and homesick, but when T re­
ceived thi s parcel I reali zed that women 
had gone to a great deal of trouhl e to 
make thi s up and send them off. It 
cheered me up no end and I c~nnot 
thank you enough for the very kind 
gesture. 

J. E. W . (S S . Tant ilus ) 
N ew York, New York-------

My husband W . B. (old sailor ) was 
sick into Staten I sland hospital some 
days ago and received from your 
organization a Christmas Box. It was 
so thought full of you to do so and 
everything was so lovely packed 
that 1 want to thank the Institute for 
such a kinclness. May God bless ancl 
repay you for it. I know it is a part 
of your program to act so, but there 
is a way to give more precious than 
the gift itself and you got it. Now, 
my husband (who was in "Vard A 3) 
has returned on sea but your institute 
has become a little more dear to him. 
What a pity you have not such places 

(Continued on Page 12) 
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THE SEA WAS KIND. By A lbert 
Klestadt. Illustrated. 208 pp. New 
York: David McKay Company. $4.50 

Thi s is a tale of escape. First from 
the Japanese, then from Moros who 
inhabited the south ern P hilippines. 

\ t\1hen the J apanese over- ran the 
Philippines, Albert Klestadt haunted 
the lesser known islands until he found 
a boat he could sail to Australia. 

Hi s first attempt to make the journ­
ey singl ehandedly failed. Th e second, 
with a Mora crew, was punctuated by 
near mutinies, but was a success. 

The reader will come away with a 
sense of admiration of Mr. Klestadt's 
ability to argue down hi s crew and to 
navigate hi s 35-foot boat with only the 
aid of a campass and a page tom from 
a Dutch atlas. 
THE CHINA PIRATES. By Ken­
neth. Dodson. 337 pp. Boston: Little, 
Brown & Company. $3.95 

Kenneth Dodson, author of "Away 
All Boats," has scored another hit with 
"The China Pil-ates." This is a fast­
pacecl story of a young American 
third officer who gets involved in a 
pirate plot during hi s ship's run be­
tween Shanghai and Hong Kong. It 
is a highly complicated plot that in­
cludes conflicts between a captain and 
hi ~ crew, on one hand, a th oroughly 
ev il stevedore and the pirates on th e 
other and conflict between the hero 
and hi s rather unheroic heroine. 
T ALL SHIPS AND GREAT CAP­
T AINS. By A. B. C. Whipple. 2I2 

p p. New York : Harper & Brothers. 
$4·95 

This is a collection of dramatic 
momeqts in the li ves of great sailing 
ships ahd their capta ins from the early 
V iking period through the age of dip­
per ships. 
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Among some of the most interestin 
accoun ts a re those of the Amel-' g . p I ~n 
prIvateer. RINCE DE NEUFCHA_ 
TE~.dunng the War of I8I2 and the 
~IPrISll1g aboa rd the slaver AMISTAD 
In I839. 

Many of the stori es are fami liar to 
fans of maritime hi story, but the' 
stand up well under second ) scrutiny 
clue to Mr. Whipple's ability to tel! a 
good yarn. 

A WIND FROM THE NORTH. 
By Ernle Bradford. 256 pp. New 
York: H auourt, Brace and Company. 

or h' b' h $5·00. ntIs IOgrap y of H enry, P rince 
of Portugal, Mr. Bradford combines 
the style of a novelist and the style of 
a biographer. It rnakes for easy read­
ing as wel! as giving a more animated 
picture of Henry. The author says 
that none of the dialogue is inven ted 
but is taken from accounts by Gome~ 
Eannes de Azurara, th e court's chron­
icler. 

In addition to being readable thi s 
book is highly reliable. Mr. Bradford's 
bibliography is quite impressive. 

SURVIVAL AT SEA. By LCDR 
G. W. R. Nicholl, R. N. Illustrated. 
I4I pp. New York : John de Graff 
I ncorpora ted. $6.00. 

Shipwrecks conti nue to take their 
toll of human Ii fe in spite of the great 
advances in naval architecture. 

After World War II the Bri tish 
Admiralty set up a committee to study 
th e whole fi eld of lifesaving equipment 
and survival at sea. 

This book studies the history of Ii fe­
saving equipment, the results of the 
cOl11mittee's findings, use of the new 
equipl11 I1t and future trends in life­
saving apparatus. 

NDEB THE CHIBLBY NOBLE 
By Barry Edgar 

FORCE TEN - the seas are 
cresting at thirty to forty feet while 
the freighter plods through, heaving 
and rolling like a wallowing cow. Up 
on the bridge the Second Mate gives 
a momenta ry thought to the assignment 
he turned down a spanking new liner, 
complete with stabilizers; down below 
the new sailor frol11 Kansas reali zes 
that the rolling ocean isn't all romance 
and the golden wheat fields back home 
look pretty firm just now. In the galley 
the chef makes preparations for his 
'storm dinner'. It has to be easy to fix 
as well as easy to eat - preferably 
something that can be downed with a 
spoon and a bowl - and that means 
soup. But not just any soup ; it has to 
be nourishing, it has to be a one di sh 
meal capable of revitalizing both the 
mind and body. Afterwards the Second 
Mate will feel freighter life is worth 
whi le again, after all , he doesn't have 
to be bothered with passengers; and 
our man from Kansas decides he'll 
take salt instead of dust any day. The 
chef will get some praise and that' s 
all he ever wants, rega rdless of the 
weather - just a little appreciation. 

"Storm Weather" dishes are just as 
practical on a cold February day in the 
home kitch en - easy to prepare, quick 
to fix and O h, so good! Here a re some 
you might try, and, to make them even 
easier most of them use a canned soup 
base. They're wonderful for an unex­
pected crowd a fter a ski meet, or a 
snowball fi ght, or even a day at the 
office ! 

MILANAISE SOUP 
1 can cream of chicken soup 
1 can cream of tomato soup 
1 can milk (using empty soup 
1 can heavy cream can a s measure) 

lh cup macaroni, diced 
1 cup baked ham, cut into strips 

% cup mushrooms, cut into pieces 
Blend tomato and chicken soups in a 

sauce pan, add milk and cream, br ing to 
boil and reduce quickly to simmer. Add 
macaroni cut into small pieces. When 
macalOni is half cooked add ham and 
mushrooms, stir. If soup is too thick for 
your taste, add a little more milk. Stir 
thoroughly until all ingredients al e 
cooked and serve. Total cooking time -
about 15 minutes. Serves 4. 

NELUSKO SOUP 
2 cans cream of chicken soup 
1 cup sliced cooked chicken 

% cup grilled nuts 
Prepare soup according to directions on 
can and add sliced cooked chicken. Take 
assort ed nuts, unsalted, and place in 
skillet with a little butter. (If nuts have 
skins, blanche and remove skins first). 
Saute nuts lightly, they burn very quick­
ly, and add to soup when brown. Serves 
four. 

MINT PEA SOUP 
2 cans cream of pea soup 
1 onion 
2 teaspoons fresh mint leaves, fin ely 

chopped 
1 t ea spoon, scant, sugar 

% teaspoon vinegar 
Prepare soup according to directions, add 
onion, chopped and cook through. Ch?p 
mint leaves very finely, add sugar. DIS­
solve sugar by adding vinegar. Mix w ell. 
Add a little of the soup to mint mixture 
until all is well blended. Add this mixture 
to the soup. Cook through, simmering 
for at least t en minutes. Serve. 

HONGROISE SOUP 
1 lb beef steak cut into cubes, all 

fat removed 
Paprika 

2 t sps butter 
1 medium sized onion 
1 level tbsp flour 
2 cans consomme 

lh lb small boiled potatoes 
1 clove crushed garlic 

croutons 
Dust beef with paprika liberally. Melt 
butter in skillet and add onion, chopped, 
and beef. Keep on high heat so meat will 
brown quickly. Turn meat until all sides 
are done. It is very important to sear the 
meat in order to keep the juices ins ide. 
The meat should not be overcooked, and, 

(Contin ued on Page 12) 
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Letters (cont.) 

in E urope, specially in LeHavre 
(Fran ce) where seamen miss so much, 
real nice clean and ali ve p lace to relax. 
I bet F rench sailors too, will enjoy it. 

S. B. 
Antarctica --------

At present we're enroute to the 
South Pole. We wi ll not be at home, 
nor in any country for the holidays. 
My gift package from the Seaman's 
Institute was swell. Many acted like 
kids wanting to know what they got 
in their package. The gift items were 
all ve ry usefull things we could use 
almost every day. 

I want to extend my thanks to you 
and the people who made our Xmas 
away from home more cheerful. 

J. T. K. (USNS Pvt. John T owle) 

Derince, Turkey ------
May I extend my most heartfelt 

thanks for the very welcome package 
T received from the Institute. It wi ll 
be the only one I receive this year 
until my return home some time be­
tween March and Tune. 

Again thanks and may God bless 
you all for an appreciative Seaman. 

E . N. P. (USNS Maril1e Fideller) 

Quillota, Chile:---------
May I take this opportunity on this 

Christmas Day to thank you all for 
the lovely package a nd gifts which I 
received thi s fine morning. It was a 
surprise for me, indeed as 1 am a 
Passenger on the USNS ATLANTA 
(T-AOG 8r), on my way to Antarc­
tica via New Zealand, to participate in 
Operation Deepfreeze 6r as an ob­
Server for my country of Chil e. 

1 realize the work and effort that 
went into making up th ese' gifts, and 
parcels and want you to know that it 
made Chl'istmas Day at sea much 
brighter and happ'ler fo r me and other 
members of the vessel. 

Once again, I thank you all , and 
my sincerest wishes for a Happy New 
Year. 

Lt. Col. H. D. 
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Christmas At Sea (cont.) 

been knitting the garments. Then last 
October over TOO of th e~1 who could 
get here, came to the Instttute daily tf) 
pack and wrap over 7,353 boxes. Thev 
topped last year's record number o'f 
7,159· 

In a letter of thanks from the captain 
of the VEMA, H. C. Kohler Wrote: 

"Thi s is to thank you and the people 
at the Seaman's Church Institute for 
the Christmas boxes which were put 
aboard. th~ vessel in New York. T hey 
were distributed to all hands on Christ­
mas morning and were great ly ap­
preciated by everyone, especially those 
boys who were away from their home 
for the first time. 

"It seems that each article in these 
boxes is among the things that a sailor 
has much use for when at sea." 

The VEMA wi ll be gone approxi­
mately TO month s and will travel into 
the Arctic as well as the Antarctic. 

Under The Charlie Noble (cont.) 

if you like steak rare, be sure the rest 
of th e preparation goes along very quick­
ly. Ten minutes is usually ample t ime. 
Sprinkle sifted flour into skillet, reducing 
heat when meat is brown, blend, add 
2 cans beef consomme, stir thoroughly, 
add one can water (less if you like t he 
soup t hick, more if you like it thin). 
Stir thoroughly. Add one crushed garlic 
clove and the boiled potatoes. Heat 
through. When serving top each bowl 
with croutons, diced fried bread. The 
true surprise to this soup is biting into 
I'are steak in what appears to be half 
soup - half stew. 

Editorial (cont.) 

places his hand over his heart and recites the 
"Pledge of Allegiance, "his eyes fixed on t he 
American Flag : 

"I pledge allegiance to the flag of the 
United States of America, and to the R epublic, 
fo r which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible with liberty and justice for all." 

Evidently, someone had taken the 
boy in hand before his impressions of 
New York turned sour aftel' seeing 
the slums. 

E PITOME OF A SEAMAN 

"I am moored to standstill lanel," he saiel. 

"Anchored to Earth 's hard core, 

:10 northers to wrestle a jack-tar-down -

latched like an oaken door! 

I , kippered in brine with the octopus -

now marooned on a batch of silt 

spewed from the innards of the Sea, 

refu.se the ocean spilt. " 

"But th e fields are blossoming," we said. 

"The stars cling silver bright 

to the windowpane where cicadas strum 

their serenades all night." 

"Aye, but they cling to the stony pane 

Like a sailor condemned to hi s soul , 

While free trade winds balloon the jib 

\Viele on the spinna ker pole." 

- Sarah Howard 
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