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REPO R T . 

Tm: Boaru of Managers of the P rotc5tant E piscopal 
Church Missionary Society for Seamen in Ihe City and 
Port of New.York, in presenting their T hird Annual 
Rellort, nrc cOllstrnined to appeal to the liberality of tho 
church to relie\'e them from present.pecuniary cmbar
rnssmcnt, and to place them in n position for future CD

larged and permancnt usefulness. D uring the IlLSt YCll1 
the Board, ill compliance with a resolution of the Socio
Iy. ndoptcd at the annual meeting in lS~5 , ham hnd 
built a second Ploating Cha pel, capable of accommoda
ting about 500 persons, and finished and fUl1lished in a 
manner suited to the holy purposl's for which it is in
tended. I t bas been called "The Church of the H oly 
Comforter," aod is moored at the foot of D ey-street, on 
tbo NOlth Ri\-er_ This chapel was opened for D ivinn 
Service on Sunday, tho 11th day of October last, on 
wbicli'Oceasion tho R c\-_ Mr. P arker, the Missionary of 
the Society, officiated j !ince that time D ivine Sen'icc has 
been regularly perfonned thero twico on e.ery Sunday, 
by several of the clergy of this city aIld Brooklyn, for 
whose kind Ilssistance the Board desire to make thea 
most grnteful acknowledgments. 'r he "Board are called 
Qpon to record with grati tude a well-timed donation of 
6\"0 Imnd rc c1 dollal'S towanls tho erection of tbe new 
chapol, by tim same unknown individual whoso libernl 
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D. V-+]\1. J ohnston to this station, who has accepted tlto 
appointment, and partially commenced his labours on 
the Sunday before E aster. T he universal approbation 
with which this selection has been Teceived is an camc!t 
(hat tho qualifications of the incumbent emi nently fit 
him for the uuties be is called upon to perform. 

T he pecuniary condition of the Society, and the mellD9 
of punctually defraying all their obligatiollS, Imxe en
gaged tIle carnest attention of the Board of Managers. 
The Treasurer's R eport for tbo past year exhibits a de
ficiency in tIle gOlloral fund, ill addition to tlm debt duo 
for the crectioll of the new chapel, of $558r

3/r. It.is 
cstimatc(l by the Treasurer that the expenses of tho 

Board for the [lift ~ar will amoullt to $3,·100. The 1 
Board purposQ to ren il.c this· sum fr.·om tho following 
sources : 

Tho corporation of Trinity Church havc granted 
an annual stipend of 

Tho boxes in tile chapels will average, 
$sno 

2DO 

The Doard hopc to obtain tho full number of one thou
sand annual SUb5clibor;;, at two dollars each, as urge« 
in tbeir lastall llual report. This, with the collections in 
tho churches, as recommended by the canOll, will, it is 
beJio,'od, furnish ample funds to meet all the ordinary 
expenses of the Society. 

The Doanl desire at tli is time to innte attention morn 
particularly to the prop05ed number of annual subscri.
bers. They regret to be compelled to state, that during 
the yenr that hns just closed, but few, very few, namC'S 
havo been added to the list : there are but two hundred 
end fifty-eight ill all. ' Va have about fifty organiz_ed 
congregations in this city aud Brooklyn, and not leu. 
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than twenty-fixc thousand attending members. It sure
ly cannot be considered unreasonable or extranlgant, to 
expect that ont of this number ono thou.sand shaulll en· 
rol thcmsch-es members of this Society. There ne,·cr bas 
heen a timo whell a sooiety fOI" the benefit of seam£'n 
could l>fcscut with a better graco, or ill a morc imposing 
manner, their clalms to the syn).pnthy, bCllc.olcncc aud 
prayers of the christian community than the present! 
A gracious Providence has seen fit to fill Qur barns and 
store-houses to m'crliowing. whilst others of the human 
family arc dying by thousands in want and wretched
ness. J)rosperity and nhulldnncc arc e.ery where around 
us. The commerce of dIe world is OUl'S . Wealth is 
p ouring into our ltual by e,'cry "csscl that crossc~ ~6 
ocean. The merchant, the ship builder, tho mechanle 
and the traaesman nrc thri\"illg, and the poor. seaman, 
' VllOSO toil and exposure contTibutc so largely to all this 
l)rosperity, a;;;k;;; for aid, timt he may worship in his own 
holy consccrated temple the God who has thus favoured 
our land and blesiied us. Can we render a more accep· 
table tribute of our gratitude, than by a prompt, cordial, 
liberal compliance with slIch an appeal1 The Board 
of Managers, in the name of the seamon of the city and 
port of New·York, solicit but a yery small portion of 
the wealth I1mt their labollrs are daily brillging to our 

shores. 
I t may be asked, how havo tho Board di.3charge(} the 

trusts confided tothem 1 Tho answer is. in the establish
ment of churchcs and pre,;ding spiritual guides and 

friends to seamen. 
F rt.t. allllrcJus, in which they and their wins and their 

children can worship without meney or restraint, whero 
the sacraments and ordinances of tho church are admm· 
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istered, in which fCITent prayers are offered up for the 
safety of such as are exposed to the aaugcrs ef the grtal 
dUJ1, and sincere tlHlnksgh'illgs Tenaered for safe return 
from sea. The sailer has learned to leve his church, which 
h~ been to him the IUcallS of incstimable blessings. 

T he Society Ims abo furnishcd teamen with friNl(h 
and millisters, WllO gi,'e them sound adnce, and supply 
them with good books to guide them when in their 
lonely way j in sickncss or distre;;;s they are visitcd and 
comforted, alld in tho hour of deaili they receive the 
bopes and consolations of religion. The report of tho 
Society's Missionary in charge of the cilallCl of "Our 
Sa\;our." for the last year, fumisllCs tIle most gratifying 
Il.5surnnce of the blessings seamen enjoy, by lUeans of 
his labours amongst them. During the last year, thirteen 
persons havo been added te tllC lIumber of communi
cants. Thirty-two ha\'c reccived the holy sacrament of 
baptism, most of t1lem infants of sa.ilors, and fixe adult 
scamclI. Twelye wero confirmed by the Bishop 011 the 
21st of March, and at least fifteen more aTe preparing 
for that holy rite, In addition to this. each seaman, if 
disposed, is: supplied with a Bible. Prayer Uook and 
othor religious werks before geing to sea. 

'The Board im;te the attention of all who fcel an in
terest in thi.s Society, to a careful perusal of the ro})ort of 
their most faithful missionary. 

Such is the condition of the Society, ana SUell tIle pro
ceedings of the Board during the year that has juS! c1esed j 
they are well aware thnt mudl lIlore might lla" o heen 
effected; they .submit that what they hayo done. will 
justify further contributions to discharge tlleir present 
emb~sing debt's, and the required number of annual 
subscribers, to cnablo them to sustain their two Floating 
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Cbape13; nnd tbey earnestly solicit a15o, the praycn of 
the church, tbat they may be enabled to fulfil a p ortion 
of tho 601omu responsibility they ba,c nssumed. \ Vith 
tbese they nrc prepared to entcr upon a new year wirh 
increased exertions; and they cannot doubt that whilst 
their labours nre conducted in humblo dependence upon 
the great Head of the Church, tbey will conriDue to 00 
crowned with success. 
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A NN UAL R EPORT 
'2'0 Till: 

BOABD OF MANA.GE RS, 

" 
Rer. D. C. C. PABKER, Missionary, 

1:'1 C U.lncil: 0 1" Till: 

P £04.TING cunnen OF ova 8.l.VIOVB. 

!tI . labours the p:ut yu r, in cOlln~ction with the BOaliDIl' ClJufeli 
tlfour S;1dour, h3\'6 been replete Wilh the dcepe~1 imerest. I bne 
.eM many CUeB of deeid~d con'<cT5ion, b}' the instrumentality of 
God'! Spirit;n llIe field of m)' dU lie! , I h",'o had 0pp0riunilies from 
time \0 time, to w:l.U::h the del'elopemen t of a radical change of eb!. 
raC ie r in these persons, and 10 ob!en 'e their progreM in the rdigiou.l 
li fe; and hOl-c been cheered by Ihe mos t encouraging iodiclltionll, 
th l ,,'Udlineu lias laken II. detper hold of their affection!, IllI Ihey 
hue gOllo fo rlh \0 haule ,..jlh templ.uion. b .some cases, !II my 
own requut, I hne obtained from nilon their pri vate jonrrul, kep t 
while nt sca, and ho,·!! been delighted \0 percei\"E! from calrie. 
on many P31le!, Ihal thei r dU ly to God ho! been often in the ir 
thoughts, aDd tb~ir Teliard for thei r Sa,"iollr, a prominent feature in 
the lubjecl of their mcdiullioni. 

T he number of Blilors who have been r~gula r allendanlS al the 
chapel . hat been vety manifeSily augmented during the hut r ear ; 
and I ba,·e $een at leall one tbou!and who Qcc;uioDDJly :lI!cnd thero 

while in por t. 
The faci i5 doubllcu kt pl in mind br Ihe friend! of the miuion , 

that t:lilon are gpner.dly hUI a week or Iwn on !hQre al olle time ; 
often they hl,·e no OppOllun;l)" of a ttending God'. wOll!hip, tre" on. 
Sunday, befaTe they 4re again on tha deep ; many of Ihue J hue 
l een durin!: Ihe wuk. Our congro,alion is COlUlanliy a chanl:i!lc 
one i and many, in one way or olher, come unde r the influcncn of 
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this mwion, who life uldom .een at church. Per;;nn' ju~ t into PC/It, 
from long ,'oyoges 01 lell , every Sunday return Ibnu 10 Almighty 
God in hia house, for their merciful prc5.err.uion in the da.ngen to 
which they ha\"l~ been upO!lled , and many request the pra)'l'n of tho 
congregation when about to lea l'8 our lborn. 

With D. detp .ense of relponsibility, from the vcry limited OCCa!;OIlll 
on which they CIiD hlwc !poken 10 them the worlb of ctemallife. I 
b:l.\'c oftcn addussed them as if they were hearing their lUI Ecrmon 
011 earth. The .pirit of God hilS maRiCe.ll)' touched the he:Utll of 
many in that hou.e of prayer; and not lInfrC'Iuently, both aner the 
t en'icet and in visiting mo at my rcaidcllce, where my wife engages 
with tbem II.! freely, ill religious coo\'etutioo, lUI I :lm permil!ed to do 
myself, we reeei l'c the mo" cheering e"idencc.!I of ilu.!I facr, and that 
it hu been good for them to bo rhcrc . 

Ir hu been my un,'a rying placrice, every Sunday ~rreTDoon , fO 
give ro rhe uiloa who clEpecr to loa\'e tbe pert beforc our nelEt ~ervice, 
a religious book to read on rheir voyage, which b<l!l be~n obtained by 
tbei r own conlfibulioM, in 11 hOlE allbe door for rhM purpo~e, and ilio 
contributions of otlLen wo~bip .. in!: wirh rhem in OUr chapel, 

I t is grarif),ing to me 10 be able 10Ir:lle, rhn l of len in rbllsc com'cr· 
~ nrion', do rhey refer to the good which thue boou bnve done their 
.oul!, Sometimes ir IIns been n Bible ; or anorher time the Prayer 
Book, or thc Sailon' Manunl of Devor ion ; nt other timc~ anintercMing 
biogropllicnl namuive, Pi lllrim'l P reSTe!!', Baxter's CaU, or !ome 
o:her implC!!'i,'o work, colculated ro encourage rbe rimid, 10 alann the 
earcltu, or bdp on his way the leeker of light nnd grace nnd "",rey. 

T o alleh an Ulcnt h:u thil distribution been made, Ihrough the 
liberality of thoso who feci inrcrcsted in Ihe relitiou! welfare of ~ea· 
men, ;linco the !crviccs ar our chn~l wete commcnced, tbat Ihe:e 
book.. ba .. e heen c:I.tried, nnd h,'c heen the guide aad comp:rninn 
of 53ilou pent up fo r monrhs rogethe r in our ,hip!, 10 e'·ery n:!'riga. 
bIe huitude and longitude on our glohe, 

1 ha,'c heard of tbem in the A tlantic, the Pacific and the Indi;m 
O~C31l!; in the Baltic, tho :,!Ieditcmne.n o.nd thll China Se" ; 
illl1ong: the far din:ulI island. of the Eail~tn and " 'esrern Hemi.. 
"pherc!, and in the wh.ale ships pcnetTll ring tho mo~t unfrequented 
portions of the globe, 

T he monlhly ab!lracts from my journal, lIa,'C plnccd before tho 

Board orMnnegtl1 many thrilling incideots connecred with the field of 

13 

my laboul1, in which the benefits of the ~ion have been ~een; fn~ 
ciden!.!, ",ruch, b)' thllllubzle thread that unitrs rhe moral imer£sl5 of 
mlll here on enrth wirh the re:i1iries of ctcrniry, IDllRt eJ;lend ie their 
eficel5 to another world. 
~5 Penon! hllVC bccn added 10 tbe communiun ; 32 bnve been 

hllptiud i mOl!! of theu bllve been iO{llOts of olli!ol'!; but among 
the number 5 "'Cttl lldult!, one of whem was " iiel!:eD3Dt in tbe na'T, 
noweomm3nding a pubHc "cue! ; 16 funuals hne been aucndcd i 
13 marriage. ha,"e been 10Jemnh:cd ; 12 PCrl!OnS wcre prc.ented 10 
Di!hop De Lancer rOT conlinnation, at the cbap..!, on Ihe 2hr of 
Mareb, 18.(7, lind ar le3s1 15 more IIrc ptt>p3riUg for rhat holy rile, on 
another ocelllion, ... hieh, at my re'lUell, he b:u; kind!)' comenred 10 
bring within the lime of his ,i!illo!ho ciry in J une COlEt. 

B. C, C. p .u;,=n,. 

2 
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