


















































Giving To The Institute 

Cash 

Securities 

Real Estate 

Life Insurance 

Retained Life 
Income Gifts 

Bequests 

Book of Remembrance 

Living Honor Gifts 

Memorial Gifts 

For Additional 
Information 

You may be able to contribute more to the Institute than you realize. Current tax laws 
encourage generous gifts by providing significant tax incentives. If you itemize your deduc­
tions, the net cost of a gift to the Institute will be less in almost every case than the dollar 
amount of your contribution. 

The simplest form of gift to SCI is cash. Gifts of cash are deductible for Federal income 
tax purposes up to a maximum of 50% of your adjusted gross income in any given year. Any 
excess may be carried forward and deducted, subject to the same 50% lintitation, in the next 
five taxable years until such excess has been fully deducted. 

A gift of securities enables you to take a charitable deduction on your income tax return 
equivalent to the full market value of the securities. A gift of appreciated securities is of 
considerable tax advantage to you and allows you to avoid the tax on capital gains, which 
you would pay if you were to sell the securities. Generally, your deduction in anyone year 
for the full market value of a gift of appreciated securities may not exceed 30% of your ad­
justed gross income. Any excess may be carried over and deducted, subject to the same 30% 
limitation, in the next five years until the excess has been fully deducted. 

Real property including land, buildings, or leaseholds are welcomed. Gifts of 
appreciated real estate follow the same general guidelines as those gifts of appreciated 
securities. Should you wish to retain the use of a personal residence during your lifetime, 
income and estate tax benefits can be realized by deeding such real estate to SCI while re­
taining a life interest. 

If you no longer need the protection of a life insurance policy, you may irrevocably 
transfer ownership of the policy to SCI. In most cases, you will be entitled to a charitable 
deduction equivalent approximately to the policy's cash surrender value. There are other op­
tions that can be advantageous to you regarding: 1. payment of premiums on policies; 2. ful­
ly paid insurance policies; 3. taking out a new insurance policy naming SCI as owner and 
sole beneficiary. 

You may make a gift to SCI now but continue to receive income from these assets. 
Money, securities (or in some cases other property) can be transferred irrevocably to a trustee 
and a specified annuity (or a percentage of principal value) will be paid each year to you 
and/or another beneficiary you name. After the death of the last income recipient, the 
principal belongs to SCI. A retained life income gift ordinarily has both income tax and 
estate tax advantages for you. Because these gifts (which are set up as trust funds-either in 
the form of a unitrust or annuity trust) are separately invested, a minimum gift of $50,000 is 
required to allow for adequate investment diversification. 

An outright bequest to SCt as well as certain bequests in trust will reduce your Federal 
estate tax. An unrestricted bequest, one in which you enable SCI to add to its endowment 
or to expend in whole or in part as it judges best might read: 

"I give (dollars) to Seamen's Church Institute of New York and New Jersey, a 
New York Corporation having its principal office at 50 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10004, 
for the general purpose of said Institute." 

There are also a number of other forms that a bequest may take including: 1. a residuary 
bequest (share or percentage of any residual estate after specific bequests have been satisfied) 
2. a contingent bequest (provision which becomes effective only if some condition is not met 
such as a spouse or child surviving you) 3. a charitable testamentary trust (assets bequeathed 
are to a trust which provides both for individuals and for SCI). 

Personal or memorial gifts of $35,000 or more also entitle the donor to a special page in 
the Institute's Book of Remembrance. This handcrafted, beautifully illuminated book is 
retained in the Institute's chapel and allows the donor to reserve a special memorial Red 
Letter Day in perpetuity. That memorial day is exclusive to the donor and the reserved page 
is inscribed with your commemorative message. 

A thoughtful way to remember friends and relatives (and have them remember you) on 
birthdays, anniversaries and other special occasions. We will acknowledge your gift with an 
attractive card to the Honoree and send you a receipt for your records. 

Memorial gifts of any amount are also gratefully received. These names are also retained 
in a special book and at the donor's request appropriate members of the family are notified 
of the gift. 

We welcome the opportunity to talk with you or your advisors about ways in which you 
might make a gift to the Institute. Please write or call: John D. Bradley, Director of Develop­
ment, Seamen's Church Institute of New York and New Jersey, 50 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 
10004. Telephone: 212/269-2710. 



Summary of Services 

New York 

1,628 
American and foreign ships 
visited one or more times. 
(Brooklyn, Staten Island, 
Manhattan). 

48,500 
Magazines placed aboard 
ships in NY ports. 

1,205 
Seafarers transported by 
Insti tute vehicles. 

2,810 
Seafarers used Club at 50 
Broadway. 

25,500 
Seafarers used lounge at 
Passenger Ship Terminal 
(April-October). 

12,580 
Overseas telephone calls 
placed for seafarers. 

4,220 
Seafarers used 50 Broadway 
Postal Service as home 
address. 

414 
Seafarers enrolled in SCI's 
Maritime Training Division 
(Radar 235; Deck 43; Engine 
38; Special Courses 98). 

8,004 
Christmas-at-Sea packages 
placed aboard ships. 

203 
Religious services held. 

75 
Pastoral interviews. 

1,100 
Letters Mailed. 

New Jersey 

2,716 
American and foreign ships 
visited one or more times. 

55,100 
Magazines placed aboard 
ships in NJ ports. 

6,382 
Seafarers transported by 
Institute vehicles. 

12,760 
Seafarers used Port Newark 
Center. 

550 
A verage number of port 
workers who used Port 
Newark Seafarers' Center, 
weekly. 

3,378 
Overseas telephone calls 
placed [or seafarers. 

1,360 
Seafarers used sports field. 

139 
Religious services held in the 
Center. 

578 
Pastoral Interviews. 

11,323 
Letters and postcards mailed 
for seafarers. 

2.5 tons 
Used clothing distributed. 

New York & New Jersey 

Countries represented by seafarers calling on the 
Port of New York and New Jersey. 

Algeria 
Argentina 
Bahamas 
Bangladesh 
Belgium 
Brazil 
Canada 
Cayman Islands 
Chile 
Columbia 
Costa Rica 
Denmark 
Dominican Republic 
Ecuador 
Egypt 
Finland 
France 
Germany 
Ghana 
Greece 
Guatemala 
Guyana 
Holland 
Honduras 
Iceland 
India 
Iraq 
Israel 
Italy 
Japan 
Kiribati 

Korea 
Kuwait 
Liberia 
Mexico 
Nicaragua 
Norway 
Pakistan 
Panama 
Peoples Republic 

of China 
Peru 
Philippines 
Poland 
Portugal 
Quatar 
Saudi Arabia 
South Aflica 
Spain 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
Taiwan 
Turkey 
USSR 
United Kingdom 
United States 
Vanuatu 
Venezuela 
West Africa 
West Indies 
Yugoslavia 
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W
ith the goal of improving 
safety at sea, 53 cruise ship 
personnel completed SCI's 
"Basic Marine Shipboard 

Fire Fighting Course" in Miami this past 
summer and fall. 

"Fires can occur on any type of ship 
and hands-on experience with fires is 
essential to learning how to prevent as 
well as control them," said Eric 
Larsson, SCI's Director of Maritime 
Training. 

Carnival Cruise Line 
personnel undergoing 
field training at the 
Dade COunJy Fire 
Academy. 
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SCI'S FIRE FIGHTING 
COURSE TRAVELS TO MIAMI 

The 53 "students"- ranked from 
captain to cadet- were the most recent 
graduates of the SCI fire fighting pro­
gram which SCI conducted in Miami for 
the Carnival Cruise Line. 

Mr. Larsson flew down to Miami LO 
supervise the program. The chief 
instructor was John Ward, a former SCI 
staffer who has taught fire fighting 
techniques for more than 30 years. 

SCI has been offering the course as a 
distinct study program since 1983, Mr. 
Larsson noted. Before then, fire fight­
ing was taught as part of the Institute's 
general training curriculum. 

"Our goal, of course, is to improve 
safety at sea," the SCI Training Director 
said. "And the means is to give seamen 
practical and direct experience in fire 
fighting as well as technical and book 
knowledge about the cause and preven­
tion of fires." 

"1hink of an oceangoing vessel as a 
high-rise office building, from 13 to 20 
stories high, and you'll begin to have 
some insight about the problems seamen 
face when fighting a fire at sea," 
Larsson observes. 

The SCI Basic Fire Fighting Course 
consists of a total of 28 classroom 
hours, during which the seamen learn 
about the chemistry of fire and how the 
various types of fire-quenching devices 
work. They review case studies of 
actual shipboard fires, the damage these 
fires did and how the fires were 
controlled. This is followed by a 
minimum of eight hours of field work. 

"Not only do the students actually put 
out fires using the type of fire fighting 
equipment they will handle in the event 
of an actual emergency aboard ship, and 
learning exactly how the equipment 
functions, but they experience the terror 
of being confined in a relatively small 
space containing a blazing, smoking 

fire. This is the type of fire that might 
well get started in a ship's galley. 

"They learn they can survive such 
emergencies and fight the fire," Larsson 
emphasizes, "by controlling their natural 
fear and knowing how to put on and use 
a breathing apparatus. Learning how to 
use a breathing apparatus is essential," 
Larsson says, "because so much of the 
material aboard ships is synthetic and 
creates toxic fumes when burned." 

The SCI fire fighting course is 
approved by the Coast Guard and by the 
Liberian Bureau of Maritime Affairs. It 
also meets the basic fire fighting 
standards of the International Maritime 
Organization. 

Among the reasons, of course, that 
shipowners send crew members to take 
the course is that some nations that 
register vessels, such as Liberia, require 
that a certain number of crewmen 
aboard a ship have certified fire fighting 
knowledge and skills, Mr. Larsson 
points out. Others recognize that it is 
just good common sense to have a well­
trained fire fighting crew. 

"The seamen assigned to take the 
course this year often came after putting 
in a full eight-hour watch. The class­
room work averaged six-hour sessions 
apiece, and the field work was conduct­
ed at the Fire Service Academy in 
Miami. The school has a "burn­
building" where the confined fires were 
simulated," Larsson said. "The seamen 
learned their lessons well and were well 
supervised. They came out of the 
course more knowledgeable and 
confident of their ability to handle a fire 
emergency aboard ship. That's good 
for all concerned, passengers and crew 
alike." 

- Arnold Workman 



S&oot0 ~ 
MARKS ITS THIRTY-FIFTH YEAR 

~:y-fiVe years ago Stephen and Martha 
Comstock, two longtime supporters of the Seamen's 
Church Institute, made a gift that has become a legacy 
to them and to others over the years. 

The gift, the Book of Remembrance, is a gold­
tooled, leather-bound book enclosed in its own 
glass-topped 
magnificently 
carved oak case. 
It has 365 
vellum pages­
one for each 
day of the year. 
On those pages, 
individuals and 
families like 
the Com stocks 
have chosen 
to make some 

of those days- "Red Letter Days"- commemorating 
for perpetuity the memory of a special day, person or 
event. The inspiration for the Book of Remembrance 
was the custom of hand lettering and illuminating the 
very early Bibles. In these Bibles the names of the 
most important saints were lettered in red, and each 

saint's day was thus 
designated a "Red 
Letter Day." 

At the time 
the Comstocks 

presented the 
the Book, they 
donated a "living 
endowment" 
check for 
$10,000. In 

return, an 
(continued) 
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individual page was handsomely engrossed for each of 
the days they selected and inscribed with a special 
message indicating the event or occasion they wished 
to memorialize. The book remains open to that special 
page throughout the day and will remain so in 
perpetuity. Over the years the cost for securing a page 
in the Book of Remembrance has risen with time. 
Today it is $35,000. Pages can be funded through 
deferred gifts, bequests, endowments or other special 
plans. 

The Book of Remembrance pages commemorate 
everything from the wedding of Lillian Davis Cox and 
Stanley McLean Cox on November 30 to the birthday 
of Joseph P. Norris on February 11, 1824. 

The entry for November 13th is a touching and 
eternal epitaph for Alexander Orr Vietor, a member of 
the Board of Managers of the Seamen's Church 
Institute for 42 years. Below his name in a perfectly 
lettered hand is an excerpt from Alfred Lord 
Tennyson's poem, "Crossing the Bar:" 
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Twilight and evening bell, 
And after that dark! 
And may there be no sadness of 

farewell, 
When I embark; 
For tho' from out our bourne of 

Time and Place 
The flood may bear me far, 
I hope to see my Pilot face to 

face 
When I have crost the bar. 

If there is a "Red Letter Day" in your life or the life of 
someone close to you and you would like additional 
infonnation about the Book of Remembrance program, 
please call or write Father Whittemore, director of the 
Institute at 50 Broadway, New York, New York 
10004,212/269-2710. 

-Iris Ray/esberg 



Great Passenger Ships 
of the World 
by Arnold Kludas 
Patrick Stephens, Limited 
Wellingborough, England 
Hardcover - illustrated 

"Great Passenger Ships of the 
World," Volumes 1 to 4, for years have 
provided a rich store of detailed tech­
mcal and historical infonnation about 
some 2,000 passenger ships of over 
10,000 gross tons built in the 118-year 
period through 1976. 

Now, with Arnold Kludas, the 
author, preparing Volume 5 for publica­
tion as an update to all the prior works 
in the series, the publisher has reissued 
new editions of the first four volumes. 

In addition to reporting basic raw data 
about each ship, and telling of their 
successes and failures, collisions and 
fires, and wartime experiences, the four 
books also impart the flavor of the 
passenger ship business via "action" 
photographs of the vessels. They cover 
the periods when superliners, each a 
monument to national pride, were intro­
duced, and when the airplane became a 
rival for Trans-Atlantic travel. 

Since Volume 1 was first published 
11 years ago, the passenger ship series 
has become a recognized complete ref­
erence source, and as such can be used 
by ship owners/investors, and maritime 
historians, as well as anyone who loves 
the big liners that have criss-crossed the 
oceans for decades. 

Infonnation reported for each passen­
ger vessel covered includes the ship 
builder, and when and where the ships 
were built; vital dimensions, such as 

Great Passenger Ships 
oftbew.1d 

RECOMMENDED READING 

size, tonnage, speed, number of passen­
ger accommodations, etc.; and the date 
when the ship was lost or scrapped. 

Volumes 1 and 2 track passenger 
ships for the 1858-1923 period; and 
Volumes 3 thru 4 encompass the years 
from 1924-1976. The new volume, the 
publisher explains, will be divided into 
three sections, with part one reporting 
the fate of all ships reviewed in the 
series, and telling which have been lost 
or sold for scrap without having had 
their names changed or undergoing a 
change of owners. Part two will report 
essential data and history of passenger 
ships still in service; and part three will 
cover new passenger vessels of over 
W,OOO gross tons built since 1976. 

The Night Lives On 
by Walter Lord 

William Morrow & Company, Inc. 
Hardcover, $15.95, Illustrated 
(ISBN 0-688-04939-7) 

For some reason, great tragedies have 
an unending fascination for us, and the 
destruction of the Titanic is an event 
whose telling and retelling continues to 
grip our attention. In the hands of a 
meticulous reporter and skilled story­
teller, such as Walter Lord, the tale of 
this classic sea disaster draws us in as 
we ask "Why" and "Did it have to 
happen?" 

The sinking of the Titanic truly 
deserves the adjective "tragedy," 
because it involved the loss of men, wo­
men and children from all walks of life 
and because it seemingly happened as a 
result of a malevolent destiny. Our gen­
eration has witnessed the destruction of 
people on a far greater scale than that of 
the Titanic. But the sinking of the 
Titanic still evokes a fear, pity, and a 
feeling of helplessness because it was 
man-made and quite possibly didn't 
have to happen. 

More than 1,500 people died when 
the Titanic slipped under the ocean at 
2:20 a.m. on April 15, 1912. The ship 
supposedly contained the best ofmari­
time technology and it was assumed to 
be unsinkable. 

The public image of the Titanic was 
wonderful, as Mr. Lord made abun­
dantly clear in 1955- two World Wars 

after the loss-- in his best seller, "A 
Night to Remember." But Lord 
continued his research into the story of 
the Titanic and he explored many 
questions about the substance of that 
image. 

The result is this book. Was the "un­
sinkable" ship really that well designed? 
Was the captain as competent as he was 
supposed to be? Why were wireless 
messages for assistance ignored? Why 
were there so few lifeboats? 

Lord looks for answers to these and 
many other questions. Inevitably, the 
tragedy appears to be a measure of the 
arrogance of the times: Today, such a 
ship would have many more lifeboats. 
But if that is all and you think that we 
have learned the bitter lesson of the 
Titanic, then how do we explain the 
more recent tragedy of the Challenger 
rocket, which also was one of man's 
greatest high-tech vessels? 

The Titanic was so big that no one 
had experience handling a ship of its 
gigantic proportions, and its watertight 
bulkheads never had been subjected to a 
real-life test against treacherous ice­
bergs. But Lord also makes it plain that 
design errors, as well as hubris, played 
roles in setting up the preconditions for 
the crash and the disaster. 

If the sea were not so full of ice floes, 
if the ship had been slowed, as were 
other vessels in the area whose captains 
feared a collision with icebergs; and if a 
certain bulkhead had been carried just 
one deck higher ... 

If, if, if .. .is the stuff that Walter Lord 
turns into discoveries that reveal much 
about the event, the circumstances and 
the men whose action and inaction 
brought about this tragedy that still lives 
on. -ArnoLd Workman 
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Photos reproduced 
from the exhibit 
aboard the Peking. 
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PEKING: 
THE MEN WHO SAILED 'HER 
A new exhibit 
opens aboard ship 
at South Street Seaport Museum. 

She was a giant of the open 
sea,fast and trim, carrying 
more than an acre of sail. 
During her prime, she 
transported cargo from Europe to 
the west coast of South America 
and returned with nitrates to 
fertilize the over-cultivated 
fields of Europe. In 1931, she 
entered semi-retirement when she 
was sold to a British boys' 
school to become a stationary 
training ship. 

T
oday this historic, four-masted 
bark- The "Peking"- belongs 
to the South Street Seaport 

Museum and is permanently docked at 
Pier 16 at the foot of Fulton and South 
Streets in lower Manhattan. As part of 
the ongoing historic restoration of the 
ship, a new, permanent exhibit 
chronicling life aboard the vessel has 
been installed inside her midships 
deckhouse, which once housed all 
accommodations for the ship's seamen, 
officers and cadets as well as the galley, 
provision room and sailroom. 

"Peking: The Men Who Sailed Her" 
features more than 200 rare photographs 
taken in the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries when "Peking" and other 
ships of her era were active as cargo 
trading vessels. The exhibit display 
panels follow the lines of many of the 
former deckhouse bulkhead lines and 
complement the Museum's re-creations 
of some of the officers' and crews' 
quarters and a portion of the bark's sail 
locker. 

Using written reminiscences from 
veterans of the "Peking" and other ships 
such as "Pamir," "Passat" and 
"Moshulu," the exhibit traces life and 
work at sea during the final days of sail. 
Organized into three sections- "Life at 
Sea," "The Ship and Her Era," and 
"The Crew and Their Work"- its 
presentation is designed for a broad 

audience, ranging from the young 
schoolchild to the maritime scholar. 

In addition to a visual representation 
of life aboard a cargo ship, the 
accompanying text helps convey an 
even greater sense of a sailor's life. 
One quote from a former Captain of the 
"Peking" captures the full force of a gale 
at sea: 

The black gray clouds are balled 
deep. A universal roaring fills 
the air, that seems to stop the 
ears as if with sand. No one 
can make himself understood 
except by shouting full-strength 
into another's ear. When the 
squalls strike, a man must tum 
his head away in order to be 
able to breathe at all. The 
excessive pressure of the madly 
rushing air forees itself 
through mouth and nose into the 
body, blows up the lungs until 
they are no longer in condition 
to breathe out. 

Captain Peinang 

Another fact of life aboard a cargo 
ship-- the inadequacy of galley fare­
is vividly described in a quote from 
Captain Irving Johnson who sailed 
aboard the "Peking" on one of her last 
voyages around Cape Hom: 

"The hard black bread was our 
standby, and we ate it in 
preference to white bread. It 
always was kept several weeks to 
harden after it was baked, so we 
wouldn't eat it too freely. A 
sailor took a piece of that 
black bread and hit a wooden 
door with the edge of it. Quite 
a dent was made in the door, but 
the bread wasn't damaged." 

The "Peking" was built in Germany 
in 1911 and was considered in her day 



to be a "state-of-the-art" ship. Its hull, 
masts and yards were of steel 
construction for maximum strength and 
capacity. Because of special 
developments in winch and sail 
configuration, the vessel could be run 
by a remarkably small crew: eight 
officers and twenty-four seamen. Even 
in gales and hurricanes rounding the 
dangerous Cape Hom, these men could 
manage her 32 sails, representing more 
than an acre of sail area. 

The "Peking" was part of the final 
era of wind-powered cargo vessels. 
She was built for the German shipping 
firm ofE. Laeisz at a time when steam­
powered vessels were capturing all 
passenger, and most cargo routes. She 
could compete, however, in the bulk 
cargo trade carrying low-value and high­
density commodities where the vessel's 
capacity was more important than 
speed. "Peking" carried general cargo 
from Europe to the west coast of South 
America, and returned with Chilean 
nitrates to fertilize the over-cultivated 
fields of Europe. She made numerous 
voyages until the manufacture of 
synthetic fertilizers made the trade no 
longer profitable. 

The ship was purchased for the South 
Street Seaport Museum by the J. Aron 
Charitable Foundation. Towed to New 
York City, she has been largely re­
rigged and is a major offering in the 
Museum's collection of historic ships. 

The "Peking" and the exhibit, 
"Peking: The Men Who Sailed Her," 
are open to the public during Museum 
hours. In spring, the Museum is open 
from 10:00 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays 
and from 10:00 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
weekends. Admission to the "Peking" 
and the exhibit is included with Museum 
admission of $4.00 for adults; $3.00 for 
senior citizens; and $2.00 for children. 

For more information, call (212) 
669-9424. 

-Iris Ray/esberg 
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BRITISH ROYAL AIR FORCE 
COPTERS RESCUE 28 FROM 
SINKING FREIGHTER 

Twenty-eight seafarers were air-lifted 
from a sinking freighter off southern 
Ireland this past winter in a dramatic 
rescue effort by two British helicopters 
braving snow, rain and 70-mile-an-hour 
winds. 

The two Royal Air Force helicopters 
took just 40 minutes to haul up the crew 
of Indians and Turks from the vessel, a 
Hong Kong-registered ore carrier 
known as the Kowloon Bridge. 

The ship, which had lost its rudder 
and was rapidly taking on water when 
the helicopters arrived, was carrying 
160,000 tons of iron ore from Canada 
to Scotland, according to Lloyd's 
Shipping Intelligence Unit. 

PHOTO CREDITS 
Page2-4 
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Page6-7 
Page 8 
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Page 26 
Page 27-28 
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Page 33 

Flying Camera for SCI 
Flying Camera and 
C.J. Pan ash for SCI 
Flying Camera for SCI 
Courtesy of Mrs. Louise 
Thibodaux 
SCI 
SCI 
Flying Camera for SCI 
Courtesy of the 
South Street Seaport Museum 
Courtesy of Windstar Sail 
Cruises 
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JAPANESE FIRM CREATES 
ELECTRICITY FROM 
SEAWATER 

Oil prices may have dropped in recent 
years, but that hasn't stopped a 
Japanese firm from exploring alternate 
energy sources. And they seem to have 
found one right in their own backyard­
or back ocean- so to speak. 

The firm, Nippon Kokan K.K. of 
Tokyo, has discovered a way to 
produce electricity from seawater. The 
technology, known as Ocean Thermal 
Energy Coversion (OTEC), uses the 
differentials in seawater temperatures to 
drive electricity-generating turbines. It 
works by pumping ocean surface water 
of 78-degrees fahrenheit into heat 
exchangers to vaporize a low-boiling­
point substance, such as ammonia or 
Freon gas. The gas then expands and 
drives the turbine. 

Following this, cold water of about 
39 degrees is pumped from the depths 
of the sea to condense the vapor in the 
heat exchangers, starting the cycle 
again. 

While this method has been 
successfully tested in small pilot p~ants 
with capacities of 50 to 100 kilowatts, 
the company is working on an economic 
feasibility study for constructing a 
50,000 kilowatt facility in Hawaii. 

The unlimited supply of seawater 
makes this option particularly attractive 
to the Japanese, who are currently 
dependent on traditional and costly 
energy sources. According to Nippon 
Kokan K.K., utilities that use OTEC 
will last longer, be easier to maintain 
and pollute less than coal, oil or nuclear 
energy plants. 

SEA NOTES 

HONG KONG MAY REPLACE 
NEW YORK AS SECOND 
BUSIEST CONTAINERPORT 

Hong Kong may surpass New York 
as the second most active containerport 
in the world, according to a recent 
article in the Journal of Commerce. 

During the first nine months of 1986, 
container traffic through Hong Kong 
rose 14.8 percent and totaled 1.96 
million TEUs (twenty-foot container 
equivalents). The Kwai Chung terminal 
moved 1.6 million TEUs, an increase of 
13.4 percent. Other areas around the 
port handled 358,000 TEUs, up 21.3 
percent. 

Hong Kong missed being the number 
two containerport by 78,047 TEUs in 
1985, handling a total of 2.28 million 
TEUs, compared to New York and 
New Jersey's 2.36 million TEUs. 
Rotterdam, the number one 
containerport in the world, handled 
2.65 million TEUs in 1985. 

One reason for Hong Kong's growth 
as a containerport is its 90 percent berth 
occupancy rate. A rate of 60 to 65 
percen't is considered good for most 
ports, according to a Marine Department 
official. Because longshoremen in 
Hong Kong work around the clock, 
seven days a week, containerships 
rarely experience major delays. 

The Kwai Chung complex in the 
New Territories of Hong Kong now has 
six berths with 7,500 feet of quay and 
220 acres of back-up land. 



WAGES FOR FOREIGN CREWS 
DIP LOWER AS COMPETITION 
FOR JOBS CONTINUES 

While competition for jobs as 
seafarers continues, pay scales for 
foreign crews seem to be lower than 
ever. 

According to a recent article in the 
NMU Pilot citing data compiled by 
Greek seafarers' unions, shipowners 
who hire all-foreign crews outside of 
the master and chief engineer, can enlist 
a 20 man Korean crew for $19,000 a 
month, including overtime, paid 
holidays, other benefits and hiring fees. 

A Polish crew of 22 is even cheaper-­
about $17,450 a month, and a Filipino 
crew of 23 can be hired through a 
Manila agency for $11,550 a month. 

According to Greek officials, an all­
Chinese lower deck of 15 trained men 
can be signed through official channels 
in Beijing for less than $6,000 a month, 
including standard overtime on 
weekends, paid leave and agency hiling 
fees. 

The Wind Star 

LOST BUT NOT FOUND: 
ONE STEEL BOW FROM 
5,554-TON FERRY 

It's one thing to look for a needle in a 
haystack, but searching in a shipyard 
for a large steel bow from a 5,554-gross­
ton ferry ought to be a bit easier. 

That's what workers thought at the 
Versatile Pacific Shipyards, Inc. in 
Vancouver, British Columbia when the 
new owner of the ferry asked them to 
return the bow they had lopped off four 
years earlier. 

The shipyard had cut off the bow as 
part of a $9 million conversion to enable 
the boat, "The Princess of Vancouver," 
to load and discharge cars fore and aft 
instead of through a starboard door. 

B.C. Steamship Co., Ltd. later 
purchased the ship and began a $2.3 
million conversion to change the ferry 
back to a side-loader. 

The company had hoped to put the 
old bow back on the ferry. But it failed 
to tum up in a search of the shipyard. 
The general manager of B.C. Steamship 
Co. surmised that the bow must have 
been used for scrap metal. No figures 
were available on how much a new bow 
would cost. 

WIND STAR DEBUTS IN THE 
CARIBBEAN 

Nearly one and a half times the length 
of a football field and the first electronic 
cruise sailing ship in the world, 
Windstar Sail Cruises' "Wind Star" 
debuted in the Caribbean the end oflast 
year. 

The elegant 440-foot, four-masted 
sailing vessel has been billed as the ship 
of the 21st century. The masts like 
everything else on the 150-passenger 
cruise ship are computer-created. The 
ship's computers monitor speed and 
wind direction while carrying out the 
ship's programmed course. Its sails, 
which are 204 feet high, are augmented 
by engine power and can be furled 
electronically in less than two minutes. 

Yet despite these technological 
innovations, "Wind Star's" ambiance 
reflects elegance rather than high-tech. 
Rooms are decorated in soft pastels and 
natural wood and all come equipped 
with color TV, VCR and satellite-relay 
telephones. 

"Wind Star" sails from Fort-de­
France, Martinique, on a seven-day 
cruise that stops in S1. Lucia, Bequia, 
the Tabago Cays, Mayreau, Grenada, 
Palm Island and Mustique. 

The ship is the first of at least four 
commissioned by the Miami-based 
Windstar Sail Cruises, Ltd. They are 
being built in France at the Societe 
Nouvelle des Ateliers et Chantiers du 
Havre. 
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