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You are asked to remember t his Inst itute in your will. that it may 

properly carryon its im portant work for seamen . Whil.e it is advi ~­
able to consult your lawyer as to the drawing of you r will, we submit 
nevertheless the followi ng as a clause t hat may be used: 

I give and bequeath to "Seamen 's Church Institute Of New 
York," a corporation of the State of New York, located at 25 S,~u th 
Street New York City, the sum of... ............ .................... Dollars. 

Note that the words "Of New .York" are a parr of our title. If 
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a brief descri ption of the property should be Inse rt~? Instead of 
the words , "the sum of.. .......... ................... ........... Dollars. 

It is to the generosity of numerous donors, and testa!ors tha.t 
the Institute owes its present position, and for their benefactions their 
memory will ever be cherished by all friends of the seaman. 
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Important Notice! 

W E find that some of our contributors and also subscribers to 

The LOOKOUT are still confusing our corporation, the 

SEAMEN'S CHURCH INSTITUTE OF NE\V YORK, 

with the Seamen's Church Institute of America, which formerly 

occupied a room in our building at 25 South Street but which now 

has its office at 80 Broad Street. It is to the interest of all concerned 

that it be clearly understood that the two "Institutes", though 

bearing similar names, have no affiliation 'or connection with each 

other. 

It is our corporation that owns and operates at 25 South Street, 

New York City, the largest institute or home for merchant seamen 

in the world, founded in 1843, and it is we who publish The 

LOOKOUT. 

Our Institute IS frequently called "Seamen's Institute" or 

"Seamen's Church Institute", but to prevent confusion it is earn­

estly requested that all who have occasion to send us letters or 

checks, or subscriptions for The LOOKOUT, or who desire to 

write the name of our Institute in wills, should use our full corporate 

title SEAMEN'S CHURCH INSTITUTE OF NEW YORK. 

The address is 25 South Street, New York City. 



THE HOUSE OF A THOUSAND MEMORIALS 

THE Institute has been appro­
priately called "The H ouse of 

a Thousand M emorials" for there 
is scarcely a corner in the entire 
building that is not a continual 
reminder of thc generosity of 
some friend of merchant seamen. 
Bron~e tablets with interesting 
inscriptions may be found in ev-
ery room and on every floor of 
our building. T he personal inci­
dents back of these memorials run 
the gamut of human experience, 
are of absorbing in terest and, if 
printed, would fill several vol­
urnes. In many cases, these stor-
ies cannot be told out of defer­
ence to those to whom these 
memorials are sacred. T hey range 
from valorous deeds of daring in 
war and in peace, heroic rescues 
at sea and notahle achievements 
on land, loving recognition of 
great lives of devotion unheralded to 
the world, to the gift, by a little one, 
of a seaman'· hetlroom \.vhich bears 
the simple in cription, "FROM A 
LITTLE CHILD, J. K.," all give a 
glim pse of the past that serves to 
whet the imagination and cause one 
to wi ' h that the veil might he pushed 
aside. 

T he main entrance with its three 
ship'" lights, head light, port and 
starhoartl lights, ha a tahlet with this 
in cription: 

"TIllS Entrance I" The GI ft Of 
WILLIAM G. low 

In Memory o f 
/\.. A. Low 

Feh.uary 7, 1811 . January 7. 18~3 

Three Times President Of The 
ew York Chamber of Commerce 

His Swift Clipper Ships Sailed 
The \Vidc Seas For Many Year '." 

Above the main doorw:l.Y hangs 
the Bell from the stealll hmt Atlantic 
whieh wa$ 10 t off New Lontlon, No­
vemher 27, I R..J.6, fort y-two of her 
passengers and crew perished. T he 
ship was found on t he rocks off 
Fisher's Island, amI there, all alone 
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with its wreck, the old Bell was toil ­
ing a melancholy requiem for the vic­
ti ms of the sea. 

Also :l.bove the doorway is a fig­
urehead of Sir Galahad. (See story 
on page 5, " Our Sir Galahad Mys­
tery" . ) 

Insitle the main lobby of the In­
stitute . one finds many interesting 
memon als, particularly in the Chapel 
01 f Our Saviour, where organ, altar, 
amps, floor, and nearly every chair 

contain bron~e t ablets paying trihutc 
to the memory of loved ones-moth­
ers, fathers, sisters, and grandfath­
ers who were sea captains ship­
huilders or ship merchants. ' 

Dormitories and officers' rooms 
have impressive tablets on their 
doors. There are memorials to Nav­
al Commander, Commodores, Lieu­
t enants, Captains and Polar Explor­
ers. For example, an offi cer 's room i' 

"Clun hy Frederick 
Wa illngfurd W hitridgc, 
I n memory of his 
g'Cilt, great Uncle, lieu' 
tenilnt R Ichard W all ­
Ingford , U.S .N. of U. 
s. Man,,,f, \Va r 'Rang' 
er', Commander john 
Paul Jones: k!l lecl on 
Apn l H t h. 1778, 111 

t he engagement with 
H .M.S. D ra ke in the 
fi r,: t nava l ha tti e ever 
fo ught unde r t he A m' 
eri ean fl ag." 

Masonic anti other 
fraternal organizations, 
churches and clubs 

have donated some of the bedroom~ 
in the huilding. Survivors of ship 
dl asters have given memorials as 
thank offerings. Drinking fountains, 
clocks, bowlll1g alleys, reading rooms, 
harher> shop, billiard tables, piano, 
and many other objects contain mem­
orial inscriptions. 

N ot always are the inscriptions 
paying tribute to those who have 
~one ,?evond. The names of Captain 

Bob Bartlett and other marine men 
appear, rooms in their honor, given 
bv the American Geographical So­
ciety, Explorers' Club, Museum of 
The American Indian H eye Founda­
tIOn, etc. 

Some of the inscriptions are most 
touching in the sentiments they ex­
press, such as " Granny's Room"· "In 
loving memory of a dear sailor ' bro­
ther"; "This room is named after 
William M errony, a British seaman 
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of high character. His sistc r waited 
forty years. His last ship never re­
ported"; "In tender memory of an 
eager youth who loved adventure and 
the sea, Dana Hubbard Kelly"; "Pre­
sented as a thank offering for many 
blessings and much happine s"; "In 
memory of Captain William Henry 
Hayes, Clipper Ship 'Rainbow'. 
Cleared March 15, 1848 for Valpa­
raiso and China, never reported. 
Given by Irving Smith." 

In the Navigation School, on the 
top floor, overlooking the harhor is 
this inscription: 

"This Additional Story Was Given 
In Memory Of 

MEREDYTH 
Who Died April 12, 1916 

The Only Child Of 
FRANCIS MEREDYTlI AND MARY ARMOUR 

\VlilTBliOUSE 
And Grandson Of 

T i'm RIGHT f. ::VEREND HE ' RY JOHX 
WHITEl-IOUSE 

DD, LLD, Can tab DD Ox on 

A Vice-President in 1844 Of The Sea­
men's Church Institute of New York. 
This Memorial Gift Was Made By His 
10ving Parents Because Of His Deep 
Interest In The Life And Welfare of 

Seamen. AD 1917." 

The names of the two seamen, 
Uno Wirtenen and Fritz Steger, of 
the crew of the S. S. Roosevelt who 
lost their lives in the rescue of the 
S.S. Antinoe appear on a tablet. 

High above the Institute shines 
the Cross, mounted on three steps, 
with this il;scription : 

"THE CROSS 

Shi~ing Skyward and Seaward 

From this hou e of Chri tian service as 
a symbol of our faith, hallowing for all 
time heroism of those who go down to 
the sea and endure all things for others, 

is given in memory of 
GEORGE STEVENS SCHERMERHORX and 

JULIA GIBERT SCHERMERHORl' 
by their son Arthur Frederic Schermerhorn 

and 
His wife, Harriet Pullman Schermerhorn ." 

Rooms paying tribute to the Ti­
tanic sufferers, Band of Musicians, 
wireless operator, crew of the Titan­
ic, etc. abound. There is one gi\'en 
by Francis R . Appleton that reads: 
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"In memory of Captain Edward J. 
Smith, R .N.R., who lost his life while 
in command of the S. S. Titanic, 
.-\pril 15, 1912. He sa iled the sea for 
io rty years, fa ithful in duty, friendly 
in spirit, firm in command, fearless in 
disaster. He saved the women and 
ch ildren , and went down with his ship. 
Given by F.R.A." 
But perhaps the be t known me­

morial atop our building is the Ti­
tanic M emorial Tower, whose beacon 
light shines far out at sea, bidding 
lonely sailors "Welcome Home," 
with its inscription: 

"This Lightholl:;e Tower 
Is A Memorial To 

T he Passengers, Officers and Crew 

Of The Steamship Titam.: 
Who Died A Heroes 

When That Vessel Sank 
After Collision With An Iceberg 

Latitude 41 · 46' North 
Longitude 50 · 14' West 

April 1), 1912. 

ERECTED By P HLiC SUBSCRIPTION 
1915" 

The Institute till owes over one 
million dollars on its thirteen-story 
Annex building. Those who wish to 
give to the Building Fund may select 
any of the following objects which 
are still available. These will be 
marked by bronze tablets inscribed 
according to the donor's wishes. 

Nlir es' Room in Clini ......... . ...... $ 3,000. 
Additional Clinic Room ........................... 3,000. 
Chapel Memorial Windows ............................................. ........................ 3,000. 
Sanctuary and Chancel... .. ......................... ...................... .. 3,000. 
Endowed Seamen's Room:;, each............. 4,000. 
Officers' Rooms, each ...................................... ........................ 1,000. 
Seamen's Rooms with running water, each.... 7 iO. 
Seamen' Rooms, each ..... ............................................... 300. 
Chapel Chairs, each ....................... 30. 

For those de ' iring to elect larger memorials there are available: 
eamen's Reading <lnd Game Room .......... $20,000. 

Cafeteria . . .......... _ .... _._.. . ............... .. 10,000. 

OUR SIR GALAHAD MYSTERY 

A MOUSTACHE exploded an ap­
parently perfect solution to a 

mystery-the origin of our ship's 
figurehead, "Sir Galahad" whieh is 
mounted over the entrance to the 
Institute. An interesting controversy 
has been started among marine ex­
perts due to the publishing in the 
newspapers of a statement that the 
old figu,rehead had been definitely 
traced through an old sea captain's 
chart to the privateer brig, "Gala­
had," built in Marblehead, 1749. 

opinion the figurehead came from an 
American clipper ship of about 1860 
of at least 1,500 tons, but a diligent 
search among old records and regis­
tries revealed no square-rigged ship, 
or bark, with the name of "Galahad." 

Mr. Charles R. Patter on, noted 
marine artist, was the first to call to 
the Institute's attention several dis­
crepancies in this solution. First of 
all, he pointed out that the figure­
head, which is more than life-size, 
could not possibly have been on a 
small brig of about 300 tons. In his 

Mr. Patterson gives 
as his reason for be­
lieving the figurehead 
to be from an Amer­
ican or Canadian 
wooden ship the fact 
that the figure is 
hown stepping for­

ward, the forward 
foot resting on a billet 
head. To his knowl­
edge no B r i tis h 
built s hip use d 
this adaptation of the Drawing by Capt. 
human figure, the E. A .. "'IcC.n" 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Hunger Knows No Season! 

THE hot July sun shimmers on 
the pavements of South, Front 

and Water Streets in the little 
park at Cocnties Slip, in the 
alleys up to Platt, and beyond to 
Dover Street. But all along the 
waterfront hungry seamen are 
standing hours on end in desul­
tory conversation or olemnly 
staring riv~rward-\""/aiting and 
waiting. 

This is the vacation season 
and it is so easy for people to 
think that warm weather means 
the lessening of suffering among 
the unemployed . It is true that 
they can sleep in the parks more 
comfortably than in the winter, 
but lnmger ~nows 110 season, 
and they still must eat. 

In other words the Institute 
Cown<s). Sch".id" S[udlO must continue to provide free 

meals for hundreds of men and ten cent meals for those who still wish 
and can pay something. These meals must be nourishing and well­
balanced. Yet we must pay the butcher, the baker, the grocer. We 
are depending on the generosity of our many friends to see us through 
these summer months. 

As Mr. Harvey Gibson said in a recent newspaper article: "Un­
fortunately, even with improving business conditions, unemploy­
ment and widespread distress therefrom will continue for many months. 
The situation ha become more than a passing emergency for we are 
................................................................................................................ 
I can forego one picnic or party on my vacation in order that hungry 
seamen may be fed. Here is $ _______________ ______ _________________ .for ten cent meal . 

Name ______ . _______ . ____ _ . ____ _____________________ . _________________ .... ____ .. __________________ __ _____________________ . _____ . _____________ _ .. _____ ._ 

Address ______ _ ._. ____ ... ____ . ______ .. ____ ._. ___ __ _ . _________________________ .... ____________ . ____ __ ____________ __________________________ ._ .. ___ . 

(Kindly make check payahle to: "Seamen's Church Institute of New York" 
and mail to :2 5 South Street.) 
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still confronted with 
the problem of provid­
ing the mlmmum 
needs of life for a con­
tinuing large group of 
citi4ens and thi neces' 
ity will persist until 
uch time as condi' 

tions permit these 
neighbors to become 
self'supporting. Never 
has the individual in 
distress needed to a 
greater extent the per' 
sonal interest and help 
which experienced 
private agencies can 
give." 

The major responsi­
bility of caring for 
hundreds of unem ploy, 
ed seamen rests with 
the Institute. We are 
encouraged by reports 
that shipping is now 
definitely on the up' 
swing. But the increase 
in employment will be 
gradual, and in the 
meantime, our seamen 
must be fed and kept 
fit for jobs when the 
jobs are ready. 

1933 
Courtrs.", If 'ltitc Star 1. ;HI .. ' 
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tendency among British designers be­
ing to incorporate the lines of the 
draperies or legs, etc. into the sweep 
of the vessel's bow, in as nearly a 
possihle an unhroken line. (See 
ill ustration .) 

The American ships "David Crock­
ett," "Great Admiral," "Seminole," 
"P,lul Tones," and a number of oth­
ers had figureheads shO\,\'ing figures 
stepping forward much in the man­
ner of the old cigar store IndIan , 
and it was distinctly North Ameri­
can in type. 

Mr. Patterson also points out that 
the figure of the knight would not 
nece -arily have to be named after 
any particular personage, but might 
be called The Cru ader, The Con­
queror, or some more general term. 

Then the moustache came into the 
story. A physician, whose hobby 
is marine books and relics, advanced 
the theory that the figurehead, since 
it had a moustache, was not Sir Gal­
ahad at all, hut Sir Lancelot, the 
father of Galahad. He referred to 
"Morte D'Arthur" and to Watt' fa­
mous painting which depicted Gala­
had as a smooth faced young boy. 
Further credence was given this the­
ory by Mr. Irving R. Wiles, portrait 
painter, who agreed with Mr. Pat­
terson that the figurehead must have 
come from a clipper. 

Other experts who concurred with 
Mr. Patterson's opinion, when shown 
the chart are: Gordon Grant, marine 
artist Summer H ealey, antique dealer, 
Greg~ry Kirchner, ""ood carver and 

Hrnwlngs h;\' c. R. l'attf'r80n 

Captain R. Stuart Murray, noted for 
his marine silhouettes. 

A famous tea clipper, built in 
1865 in Robert Steele's shipyard, 
Greenock, Scotland, was named the 
"Sir Lancclot." Basil Lubboek in his 
book, "The China Clipper," Page 
211-, describes the ship's figurehead 
as being "a knight in mail armour 
with plumed helmet, his visor open 
and his right hand in the act of draw­
ing his sword." This is an exact de­
sC;'iption of the figurehead which 
now looks over the East River from 
the Institute doorway. The "Sir 
Lancelot" was a very fa t clipper and 
made record passages from China in 
1867 and in 1869. 

But alas, this plausible and per­
fect theory was found to have one 
hig flil\v: Record show that the "Sir 
Lancelot" foundered in a cyclone on 
UCloher 1, 1895' on her way from 
Muscat, Calcutt<t, carrying a heavy 
cargo of salt from the Red Sea. Sev­
eral bodies were picked up, by Hoogh­
ly pilots in the vicinity, but no rec­
ord has yet been found as to whether 
portions of the ship-the figurehead 
in particular-were salvaged. 

Mr. 1. ]. Merritt gave the figure­
head in memory of his father, Cap­
tain 1. T. Merritt, who for years was 
famous' for his salvaging of sunken 
vessels. So the £gurehead, which was 
purchased at an auction sale. in 1926, 
remains a mystery and until proved 
to be otherwise, is still known to sail­
ormen along the waterfront as "Sir 
Galahad." 
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SURVIVORS 

A NASTICIO Q., a Spanish sea­
man from Porto Rico, has heen 

Jut of work for over a year and h<ts 
been trying to com hat the clepre sian 
by hining the hoes of seamen at 
the Institute. Most of the sailor can 
pay him only five cents for a shine 
and he averages seventy to eighty 
cents a day. His best day is when he 
receives a dollar, or shines twenty 
pairs of hoes. On thi he must live 
and support a boy even teen years 
old who is living with him but who 
cannot find work. His wife and two 
other children are living in San 
Francisco, trying to run a boarding 
house, but are not meeting with much 
uccess. Anasticio is fifty-five years 

old, very emaciated, with hair gray­
ing at the temples. 

The other day, as he was busily 
applying the shoe blacking, he 
-h<tnced to look up into the face of 
hi customer and there saw Enrico 
W. whom he had not seen since 
1927 when he and Enrieo were the 
only two survivors of the ship "Elk­
ton" of the American Pioneer Line 
which was lost in a typhoon about 
five hours out of Manila. Anasticio 
had been an oiler and Enrico had 
been a wiper. The "Elkton", as An­
asticio explained it, was empty of 
.::argo and she foundered only two 
or three minutes after being hit by 
the typhoon. He was in his under-
hirt and slippers and was tossed ov­

erboard. In the water he found a 

Woodcuts by Freda Bone in "Bowsprit 
Ashore" by Alexander Bone. Doubleday 

Doran & Co., Publishers 

hatch and clung to it. Suddenly he 
hea rd ;t shont for hel P ;'lnd re;'leh­
ing down he pulled the other man 
up to the hatch. They both clung to 
thc hatch until picked up by a coast 
guard cutter which had been sum­
moned to look for survIVors of the! 
hip "NcO'ros" which had also been 

lost in th"e typhoon with one hun­
dred and fifty Filipino student.o 
aboard. 

Enrico and Anasticio emhraced 
<tnd exchanged experiences since they 
had not seen each other from the 
day of the rescue. Enrico had jU5t 

been paid off on the "Republic" ( . 
S. Army Transport) where he has a 
iob as assistant engineer. As oon as 
he reco('IJ1i~ed his friend, Anasticio, 
he paid M him a dollar for his sh i ne 
and has since dropped in to see him 
several times. 

Anasticio hopes to get a job at 
sea for then he will earn enough so 
that his family can be in New York 
and he can see them between voy­
ages. H e speaks praetically no Eng­
lish so we were told his story through 
an interpreter, Captain A. O. Mo­
rasso, who is the head of the Insti­
tute's Employment Bureau, ;'lnd who 
speaks Spanish fluently. Captain Mo­
rasso, himself, is the sole survivor of 
the American 5.:1.iling ship, "Macon a, " 
which was wrecked off the coast of 
Sweden January 18, 1920. 
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MELTING POT NEWS 

TH E Mcltin~ Pot, cclmpaign has 
thu' t dr earneu for the Institute 

SI,:!6'i,04, Isn' t this news fit to print 
without any pn:luue or preliminary 
n:marks? Ye5, our hunt for olu golu 
anu sih--:r ha" su-:ceedeu far heyoncl 
our expectation;;. 

In the e days when we are hearing 
much talk of himetallism ollr only 
conecrn is to find enollgh of hath 
metals to huy me;ds, pay bills, ancl to 
furni ' h nur seamen with other neces­
sitic' and comfort - to give the clouds 
of depre' ion a silver lining so to 
speak. For thi ' reason, the best news 
of all i' that our hunt is going right 
on, and the fu ncl is growing bigger 
all the time. As we go to press, the 
mail brings u a hox of gold ancl silver 
from "up tate,-' and before The 
Look,o ut reaches you, we may have 
reached $1 ':;OO.OO-a lucky number. 

Of course you want to know how 
we are di trihuting our wealth. 
Dr. Mansfielcl was given $1,000.00 
for the Mansfielcl Fund, the income 
from which is used for relief. This 
presentation was made by Mrs. H. 
Schuyler Cam mann, Chairman of the 
Central Council of A ssociations, at a 
luncheon whiCh followed the May 
meeting of the Council. In presenting 
this check, Mrs. Cammann told Dr. 
Mansfield how pleasant it was to think 
that the old gold and silver jewelry 
and trinkets which made the gift pos­
sihle and which in many cases had be­
longed to those who had been loved 
and lost, were still serving a purpose, 
giving cheer to needy seamen. 

For the money over and ahove the 
$1,000.00 given for relief we have at 
least a thousand u es. It will be di­
vided into various parts, each part 
assigned to some urgent Institute need. 
Fir t there i the manrrle in the laun­
dry to he cared for. After ') years of 
constant service, this useful machine 
which smooth" out thousands of towels 
and heet a clay, just naturally gave 

uut. The work of repamng and re­
placing the worn-out parts cost 
S I ~ ~ .00, a hill which our Melting Pot 
Fund can easily meet. 

A nd we can do more- how m LJch 
morc depend on tho e who reacl and 
heed this appeal. M;ly we remind 
you that broken ancl out of date pieces 
of gold and silver serve our purpose 
quite as well as do whole or modern 
articles. Precious metals clo not lose 
their intrinsic' value with age. Any 
little old "gadgets," as one donor 
termed her gifts, which you find lying 
about, useless to you, are useful to us. 

Two key-winder watches with 
double cases which had seen service 
with sea-captains brought us over 
$30.00 each. The closed-case variety 
of ladies' watches bring as high as 
$15'.00, but the tiny open-faced ones 
of modern times bring only a fifth of 
that amount. Can't you see why we 
prefer the old-timers? 

But we are grateful for every speck 
we receive. No miser ever gloated 
over his gold as we do over what is 
sent us. Cuff links, stick pins, watch 
chains and fobs, shirt studs, and bits 
of dentistry have a marvellous way of 
mounting into dollars. Even one gold 
filling netted us $2.70. Most en­
couraging too is the fact that sterling 
silver has increased in value from 18 
to 24 cents an ounce since last Fall. 

Let us persuade you to get into this 
game with us. Let us see what we 
can mend besides the mangle . 
Eve1'y particle of gold and silver 
counts, and every ounce or fraction 
thereof which you send will help the 
Institute directly. There m'e no cam­
paign expenses. The Central Council 
of Associations who began this benefit 
and are sponsoring it are paying all 
printing ancl postage cha rges. Your 
gift will be clear gain for the Institute. 

Addrps, your communications and 
gifts to The M elting Pot Committee. 
2') South Street, N ew York. 
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ALL ABOUT ASTROLABES 

A STROLABES- a strange worcl 
- unknown to most of us­

unless, perhaps you have come across 
it while solving a cross worcl puzzle. 
Or unless you are learned in astron­
omy. The averacre person when 
asked pointblank f:What is' an as­
trolabe" will usually hazard the 
guess that it is orne kind of an 
animal from the wo. 

Mr. Samuel V. H offman one of 
the Institute's generous fri~ncl , has 
a most unique collection of over 
fo rty astrolaf-es. But he keep- them 
in his office safe! Not to k..:-l'l1 ou r 
reauers in sLlspense any longer, let us 
hasten to f' ay that an astrolabe is 
not a member of the animal kincruom 
but is an in strument fur stella r~ sola; 
anu lunar a l ti~ucle-t'lking usecl prin­
Cipally by manners, uesert tribes and 
astronomers in Persia and Inclia 
),ears ago. Their chief usc \Vas to 
a certain the exact po ition of M ecca 
when travelling on the desert, in 
oreler that they might face the holy 
city at the worship hour. These 
hi <toric instruments, as ilIustra teci on 
this page, were the preclecessors of 
the compass and sextant. 

Since 1895' Mr. Hoffman has maue 
the collecting of astrolabes hi hobhy. 
\Vh;le a student at Johns Hopkins 
UI1lV(1'Slty he hacl made a visit to 
Paris ,md chanced upon olle of the 
old ,lstrolabes in an antique shop 
'which ftartecl him in his search for 
others ancl thus he grauually built 
up his collection. 

But les! reaclcrs think that astro­
Iab,'s are remote anu 'lncicllt objects 
hardly to be considered of impor­
tdllce, may we point out th,lt the city 
of lame town, Virginia, was fOllnclecl 
ill 1607, and the first cttkrs uncler 
the leadership of Captain John 
Smith landed there instead of alon g 
the New England coast, because of 
an astrolabe! The last two weeks 

of their journey from England the 
,:,oyagers endurecl a steady ancl heavy 
tog. They h<td set their course, 
previously, for the north. But with 
neither sun, moon, nor stars to guicle 
the navigator in ascertainin<T their 
position by means of the as;rolabe 
they went off their course ancl in ~ 
gale their ship was blo\Vn into the 
mouth of Chesapeake Bay. By lIeh 
events is the COurse of hist01'y 
changed . The photograph on this 
page is of a mariner's a trolabe, used 
by Samuel de Champlain, French ex­
plorer, pioneer and first governor of 
French Canada, in his explorations. 
A ·trolabes range in price from $75. 
to $)',000. uepenuing on their age 
and the rarity of the particuhr de­
sIgn. 

The marint.:r's astrolabe was useu 
by Columhl..l when he s()U!~ht to 
clisl()ver a new ruute to the' \-Vest 
Inuie ·' ;111U founcl, insteacl, a new 
Continent. T he land instruments 
wcre a marvel of convenience and 
ingenuity and were used in the 15th 
16th ancl 17 centuries but small ones' 
resembling overgrown watches, ar~ 
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still used in Persia today by wIse 
me n and desert travelers. They are 
suspended by a cord or chain. 

Chau~cr, the father of English 
poeery, wrote the first authentic book 
in English on astrolabes, and it can 
be found in Skeet's edition of 

. Chaucer. The poet lucidly explains 
t(l his young nephew the geometrical 
principles of co.mputing latitude, 
measuring heights of mountains and 
buildings, and a certaining distances 
and con trueting horoscopes. Astro­
lahcs vary in diameter frol11 about 
two inches to a foot. They are made 
of hrass and are intricately carved . 
In one of the "Arabian Nights 
T ales" the harber tells of using an 
astrolabe to decide what time to 
~have his patrons. 

Mr. Hoffman has astrolabes with 
Persian, Latin, French, German and 
Arabic inscriptions. H e would have 
had everal Greek ones had not they 
been stolen by robbers on the Arab­
ian desert several years ago when his 
agent wa bringing them-by caravan 
from Persia. The fa.vorite in_crip­
tion used on Eastern astrolabes was: 
"There is no God but God; Moham­
med is the Prophet of God; Ali is 
the friend of God." Signs of the 
zodiac, days of the month, and other 
information are carved in the brass. 
The Persian astrolabes are hollow, 
and contain four thin brass discs 
called tables or climates on which 
are killfully engraved curious math­
ematical symbols and different lati ­
tudes. The front (sce illustration) 
ha a rete or "spider" which is reall y 
a network of star pointers indicat­
ing the principal stars. A pin known 
as a "horse" or wedge passing 
through a bolt holds all the plates 
tOIYethe r. Th e mariner's astrolabe 
w;;s superseded hy John Hadley's 
quadrant of 173l. 

The most interesting astrolabe in 
Mr. H offman's collection, at least, to 
this writer's mind, is a defective one 
containin g numerous hrass discs with 
incompleted mathematical prohlems 
thereon. It was probably owned by 
a student who seemed to have hOld 
hi difficulties with geometry. Re­
membering our own troubles with 
this most exact science, we he artily 
sympathize with his in;lhility to 
complete the proh1cm~' 

A SAILOR TAKES TO THE LAND 
Dear Dr. Mansfield: 

Thi~ i, to let you know I am making 
out line in the C C C forestry a rmy. 
h;1\"C Icft the $1 a day statu~ and am 
gettIng $60 a month a:< company clerk 
and mail orderly. Con<ldering all my 
clothing and necessities are upplied free, 
cyen to toothpa~tc, it ahout equals the 
a\"CTage pay of a wireless operator. There 
i, also a p()~sihility of my gctting a better 

joh as this new experiment gets under 
way further and creates more positions. 

I wi ll close with best regards to your' 
sci f. and with thanks for helping me out. 
1 don't know the name of the gentleman 
who signed me up there for the army .0 
will you please tell him I'm glad I signed 
up? Very sincerely, 

(Signed) Raymond E. 
Company Clerk. 
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Everything you ve ever 

vacation .. 
wanted 

a summer 

CUNARD 
12% DAY 

SEA-BREEZE CRUISES 
Put together all the vacation pleasures yo u've ever dreamed of 
u ·hore. Jmagine all of it in the luxurious seLLing of a great mod­
ern Cunard er. Then add the crowning joy of ) a hting over 
thousa nd s of cool sea miles to romantic foreign shores ... new 
scenes every clay, n ew thrills ... a change that takes )011 COIlI­

plelcly away from yoursc lf, that makes a new persoll of you ill 
12Yz glorious clays! That's what you ge l in tbese cruises ... and 
at a cos t actually less tban the usual vaca tion trip! 

MAURETANIA 
"WHITE CRUISE QUEEN" 

sa il ~ Irom New \ ork J Illy 8 a nJ 22, \ ug. 5 
alld :l:l, Scp t. 9 .. . ,isilillg Port of Spai n, 
TriniJaJ; La GII"ira, \- enczut'ia, SOll th 
\nwri"a ; \\ illcmstad, C ur>lCao; Colon, 
!'anurna ; lIa va na , C llba. . 5 foreign 
lanJ; . .. 6 Jays ashore! 

FRANCONIA 
FAMOUS WORLD CRUISING LINER 
sa il from New York Jll ly ~9 and I\,,~. 20 
(from Booton day lat cr) 10 SaglH·nay Hinc, 
Ca pes Elern il y and T rinil y, Q"e11 l"C, SI. 
Pierre eI. 1\1 i'l,,c10 11 , H("r1l11lda ... a l ~" 
Aug. 12 (from B()51011 Aug. JO) lollavana, 
Nelssall "IHI 13("l"Illuda. 

FIRST CLASS 
THROUGHOUT $105up 

) "lIf ' _om/ Ig"/I( ,,/" 

CUNARD~LINE 
Noll': lrl "f'll m"ki,,~ res('rv,,'iOlls for allY of II,p "Iwve 
(:rllisf ' .~ will YOIL I.-illflly I//('ulion Ilral YOIL saw '''is mlv('r-
Lismnpllt ill TilE LOO'KOUT? . 
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