













































































Amon those pthlCl atlng in the conference

were mnczs Wolf, Legal Adviser and
Assistant Director-General, International
Labor Office; Philip ]. Loree, Chairman,
Federation of American Controlled Shipping;
Thomas A. Mensah, Assistant Secretary
General, International Maritime Organization
and Talmage E. Simpkins, Executive
Director, AFL/CIO Maritime Committee.

Port State Control Conference
Draws International Maritime
Community

y most counts, the Port State

Control Conference sponsored

in the spring by the Center for

Seafarers’ Rights of the
Seamen’s Church Institute has to be
reckoned as a success.

The three-day Conference marked a
breakthrough for improved implemen-
tation of shipboard living and working
regulations because it was the “first”
time such a meeting was held in the
United States on the port state control
issue.

It drew 85 delegates, including a
number of maritime industry leaders
from a dozen major seafaring nations.

In addition, one of the Conference’s
stated purposes was to help create a
favorable climate for US ratificiation of
the International Labor Organization’s
Minimum Standards Convention 147,
and during the final session of the
meeting, the delegates unanimously
passed a resolution urging US endorse-
ment of Convention 147.

Reflecting the basic international
ties of the port state control issue, 20
percent of the delegates to the
Conference came from abroad or
represented US-based foreign institu-
tions. And 20 percent were port
chaplains, who are daily exposed to the
abuses suffered by seafarers from many
lands working on merchant ships bear-
ing varied registries and docking at
ports the chaplains serve.

Chaired by the Institute’s Director,
the Rev. James R. Whittemore, the
strong Conference delegate turnout
included representatives from the
“major players” in the maritime
community —owners, unions and
governments.

The speakers and the delegates were
drawn both from the European and
American maritime communities, and
the conference provided a platform
for a broad-based review of the
significance and impact of port state
control —as it was meant to. Moreover,

the Conference discussions were
reported in the Lloyd’s List, the Journal
of Commerce, and other trade
journals.

The international meeting was held
just before the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee was scheduled to con-
sider ratification of the International
Labor Organization’s Minimum Stan-
dards Convention 147, and the
delegates heard ratification support by
Philip J. Loree, Chairman of the
Federation of American Controlled
Shipping, an American ship owners’
group. As well, Congressman Mario
Biaggi, Chairman of the House Sub-
committee on Merchant Marine, told
the Conference participants that he
would urge the Senate to seriously con-
sider ratification of the ILO Conven-
tion. “ILO Convention 147 may prove
to be a valuable tool to stop the horri-
ble abuses we know exist” in living and
working conditions of seamen aboard
some ships.

According to Paul Chapman, Direc-
tor of the Center for Seafarers’ Rights,
the conference had focused the atten-
tion of government and private in-
dustry maritime officials in the US as
well as world-wide on the importance
of protecting the shipboard living and
working conditions of seamen by im-
plementing port state control—one of
the key maritime issues of the day.

Noting that the concept and applica-
tion of port state control is significantly
extended by the ILO Convention 147,
Dr. Chapman explained that there was
general agreement among the speakers
and participants that the Convention
would generally benefit the maritime
industry and especially the seafarers.

In addition to Messrs. Loree, Biaggi
and Chapman, five other speakers—
from Europe and the US —addressed
the Conference. The discussions of the
European speakers were especially ger-
mane, Dr. Chapman said, because they
represent countries which have several
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years experience enforcing Convention
147 and otherwise trying to eliminate
substandard shipping from using ports
of the European Community.

Dr. Francis Wolf, Legal Advisor and

Assistant Director-General of the Inter-

national Labour Office in Geneva,
Switzerland, reported that the 19 na-
tions and Hong Kong which have
already ratified Convention 147 repre-
sent 55% of the world’s shipping
business.

Capt. Henk E. Huibers, representing
14 European Community nations that
have adopted the Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) on Port State
Control designed to fight substandard
shipping, cited the activities of
signatories to the memo.

Capt. Huibers, who is Deputy
Secretary of the Secretariat set up by
the MOU nations, explained that in a
little more than three years after July
1982 when the memo was adapted,
35,000 inspections were carried out on
25,000 ships. As a result, 1,300 ships
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At left:
Admiral William Ray (L) introduces

i, Chairman of the

Congressman Mario B:
US erchant Marine and

ubcommittee on
Fisheries.

At right:

Paul K. Chapman, Director, Center for
Seafarers’ Rights and Henk E. Huibers,
Deputy Secretary, Secretariat Memorandum of
Understanding on Port State Control.

were detained because of serious safety
deficiencies.

Another speaker, Dr. Thomas A.
Mensah, Assistant Secretary General of
the International Maritime Organiza-
tion, London, explained that his
organization “insists on port state
jurisdiction as a complement to flag
state jurisdiction” because implementa-
tion of international safety standards
requires reasonable assurance that
“ships can not get away with contraven-
tions merely because of where they
choose to register and operate”

A former Chairman of the IMO
Legal Committee and President of
Liberian Services, Inc., Dr. Frank L.
Wiswall, emphasized that port state
control is needed to implement safety
and anti-pollution regulations. Dr.
Wiswall warned about the dangers of
politicizing the port state control
mechanism, and the use of it by a
country to deal with perceived unfair
competition.

Arnold Workman



Volunteers

Make the Difference

ith a Santa-like twinkle in
her eyes, Patricia A. Jones,
Coordinator of the
Seamen’s Church Insti-
tute’s “Christmas-at-Sea” program
points out, “I guess I have the biggest
staff of any person at SCI”

And nobody at SCI's Manhattan
headquarters would dispute the
diminutive, softspoken Mrs. Jones on
her estimate.

Her staff, after all, comprises some
3,000 volunteer knitters and packagers.
The knitters make up 200 groups and
they are in every state of the Union.

Last year, Mrs. Jones said, the knit-
ters created 16,000 handmade scarves,
watchcaps and sweaters, which became
the centerpieces of more than 8,000
Christmas gift packages that were
distributed to seafarers who were at sea
away from home on Christmas Day,
1985.

For all the volunteers, the work in-
volved obviously is a labor of love, Mrs.
Jones said, and if there is a formula for
the success of the Christmas-at-Sea
program it’s a combination of several
factors: the personal contact SCI
establishes to build the volunteer corps,
the opportunities the knitters groups
create for socializing; and, perhaps
most importantly, the fact that the par-
ticipants derive a good feeling from
doing something for others.

“It is one of the most loved of all
programs sponsored by the Institute
she added.

As coordinator of the program, Mrs.
Jones (better known as Pat) helps keep
the spark of personal contact alive. In
talks and letters, she encourages the
volunteers and thanks them. She
supervises the distribution of patterns
and yarn from which the knitted
clothing is made. Her department also
organized at least two lunches a year
for volunteers.

This past April, volunteers from the
New York-New Jersey area were

Pat Jones explains how the volunteer
Christmas-at-Sea program works to guests
attending an SCI Open House.

Pat Jones (standing) and the “Tuesday group”
assemble stationery kits for Christmas-at-Sea

honored at a luncheon held in the
Downtown Athletic Club and they
heard the Rev. James R. Whittemore
explain how various Christian maritime
agencies around the world work
together to better the lives of seafarers.
Pat also maintains ongoing liason
with the volunteers via a newsletter in
which the Institute lauds the most
“nimble of the knitters” When invited,
she travels to and addresses church and
other groups of volunteers, explaining
not only the Christmas-at-Sea program
but, with the help of a carousel of
slides, the overall work of SCI as friend
and advocate of the world’s seafarers.
Recently, at 9:30 a.m. when the
temperature in Manhattan was begin-
ning to climb to the 80’s, a dozen or so

women, after bidding Pat a cheery

“good morning,” gathered in the large
Volunteer Room of the SCI head-

quarters to assemble the gifts that will

be distributed this year. They are

among the 300 volunteers who come

to SCI to make up the gift packages

that include stationery kits, for which

they even assemble un-assembled ball

point pens plus numerous other items.

They write and sign the greeting cards

that are placed in each package. They |
inspect the garments, wrap the other |
gifts and even start the packaging.

Their spirit is such that many
volunteers are daughters of women
who brought them into the volunteer
group.

“Would you believe, we get letters
from volunteer knitters thanking us for
letting them participate in our
Christmas-at-Sea program?” Pat asks in
wonder.

“I could weep when I read these let-
ters,” she says. “Imagine, they thank
us!”

The gratitude though, is a well-
traveled street, because SCI also gets
even more letters each year from the
seamen who receive the presents.

While it is reasonable to assume that
most of the volunteer groups are from
coastal areas, others such as the Trinity
Church Volunteer knitters in Elmira,
NY—hardly a port town—have been
for years among the most prolific pro-
ducers of scarves, caps and sweaters for
Christmas-at-Sea.

That is why only a short while ago
Pat was in Pittsburgh, more than 500
miles inland, urging a large group of
Episcopal Church Women to give their
time, energy and skill ta a Christmas
program for seamen in the Atlantic,
Pacific and other oceans. The ECW
from the diocese of Pittsburgh already
had several Christmas-at-Sea knitting
groups. Shortly after Pat spoke, there
were two more added to the effort.

Arnold Workman
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Helping Seamen

‘Connect To Society’

&«

My ministry gets to the heart, the
one-on-one basics of what SCI is all
about,” Chaplain Regine Harding
observes, “because I deal on a daily
basis with seamen who are alone, who
ask for help and often are just badly in
need of someone to talk to.

“Sometimes they've just come out of
a hospital and are depressed and anx-
ious. Some are what social scientists
call ‘marginal people’ living on the edge
of society. They've always been at sea,
have no family to come home to, and
have not made retirement plans”

The Rev. Harding, who works in the
Institute’s department of Pastoral and
Social Services, points out that by its
very nature, the seafaring profession
does little to help seafarers build a
stable family life or prepare them for
retirement ashore.

“That’s why pastoral counseling has
been at the heart of the Institute’s ser-
vices, Chaplain Harding observes. On
the average, she judges, about 50
seamen a month come to her office for
counseling.

“When seamen come ashore, when
their time for shipping out is over,
Chaplain Harding says, “many find it
difficult to connect to society, and
that’s when my office can help”

Continuing, she explains that often
their problems are practical—where to
find an apartment in a city where
there are thousands of homeless; where
to get money for food when checks are
lost or delayed in the mail; or how to
find a job that might employ the skills
acquired during years at sea, but which
might not be applicable ashore.

“And there always are one or two
catch-22 problems,” the SCI Chaplain
points out, “such as the seamen who
can’t get a job until he pays his union
dues, and can’t pay the dues until he
gets a job; or the retiree who needs
welfare to help him with rent
payments, but can’t get welfare until
he has an address”
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“We try to help those with housing
problems through our referral
resources, Chaplain Harding explains.
“And SCI is able to help solve short-
term financial problems via its credit
bureau. Interestingly, at least 75% of
those who borrow from the Bureau pay
back.”

For the longer term, if the beached
seafarer wants and is able to work, SCI
will try to help him or her find voca-
tional training. “This approach,” she
noted, “represents one of the new
initiatives we are implementing as part
of pastoral counseling. Another is in-
creased assistance in the housing area”

Chaplain Harding suggests that the
work of her ministry at the Institute
can be boiled down to referrals for
medical, employment, housing and

Chaplain Harding

legal problems; credit assistance via
SCI’s credit bureau; being present in
the seafarers’ club just outside her of-
fice, and counseling for personal pro-
blems and concerns.

“Pastoral counseling for personal pro-
blems probably is the most difficult
aspect of our work,” the Rev. Harding
explained. “In this area we deal
especially with the lonely and those
who have not been able to create a
meaningful life for themselves ashore.
For them, we provide the compassion
they need to even begin to adjust, and
on the practical side, we try to work
with them and see that they are re-
ferred to the social agencies that can
best help them resolve some of their
problems.”

Arnold Workman



POETRY

Cetus

I contemplate the flood, yet hope to hope

(A flickering lamp of sperm oil in the dark)
Yes, hope against the coming tidal wave,
While knowing how the scarcity of whales
Will make uncertain new supplies for lights.
The flame, now faltering, threatened by the gales
Of murky maledictions in the steep

And murderous wind, still makes its mark
On night, will not go out, but seeks to cope
With forces well beyond its power to stave.

I count on unseen whales in soundless flights
Through skies of silent canyons in the deep
To hold the precious fluid for our lights,

To help us to renew our hope to hope.

Warren H. Davis, Jr.

Afterlights

My nights are lived in afterlights

of stars long since moved on to other places;
the navigation of my ship depends

on spots in space now really dark.

Afterward I see what burned there.
I set my sail as if by present skies,
yet it is yesterday that sends

the light that shines and never ends.

We all set our separate quadrant sights,

but our regatta races all, all

to the past light of the central star,

the axis of the skies, still silver shining there.

Warren H. Davis, Jr.

The Reverend Warren H. Davis, |r.
was once chaplain of our sister agency,
the Seamen’s Church Institute, Philadelphia, PA.
He is presently Rector of
Saint Christopher’s Church, Gladwyne, PA.
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ugboats are perhaps the most familiar
vessels in the port family. They are
squat, powerful workhorses that
symbolize the strength and vitality
of our port operations. Today, new
generation tugs are being built to do
bigger jobs than ever before —

, long-haul towing, ocean rescue,
ol offshore operations. In this

és picture essay, however, we salute

“BSs—~ __ tugboats in their traditional,
2 | multifaceted role around
oF. SR = the harbor.

The arrival and |
departure of luxury |
cruise ships in New &

York harbor takes place -
with the assistance and |
iuidance of tugs. Here
the QE2 makes its way
into the harbor follow- o
ing an ocean crossing.

B it =

A ot i S

A new generation of containerships is calling
at the Port of New York and New Jersey and
using the services of the harbor’s tug fleet.
The US Lines 950-foot long American New
York, which represents this new breed, is the
largest containership in the world and with its
sister ships will inaugurate a new round the
world service by the line.



Greeting and escorting vessels into port is a tradition
of tugs. Last summer the ASGARD II, a sail-training
brigatine flying the tri-colors of the Republic of
Ireland, visited New York as part of its maiden voyage.
The tug Margot Moran joined US Coast Guard vessels
in welcoming ASGARD II to New York. She returned
to New York harbor to join the fleet in the OpSail '86
salute to the Statue of Liberty centennial celebration.

Five tugs were required to move this 700 foot-
d

lock across New York harbor

long ﬂoatinﬁ dry
in Jersey City, New Jersey to a

from a bert

new location in Brooklyn, New York.

When the USS
Independence visited
New York harbor
last year, four tugs
held the aircraft
carrier on station at
its anchorage near
the Statue of
Liberty.



SEA NOTES

PORT MARITIME DAY

As New York City’s Mayor Koch
expressed in his May 22nd proc-
lamation, National Maritime Day is an
important event in the life of the City.
In his proclamation he noted that . . .

National Maritime Day is
observed on May 22nd each
year to honor the American
Merchant Marine and the men
and women of our merchant
fleet who have served their
country in peace and in war.

Throughout American history,
New York has been one of the
great ports in the world. The
maritime industry has played a
major role in making New York
the commercial and financial
center of the United States
with thousands of jobs
generated by port activities
contributing to our city’s
economic vitality.

Because May 22nd is the
anniversary of the first trans-
Atlantic voyage by a steamship
in 1819, it is a fitting day to
recognize the importance of
the merchant marine to our
city and our nation.

Now, therefore, I, Edward 1.
Koch, Mayor of the City of
New York, do hereby proclaim
May 22, 1986, to be

‘MARITIME DAY’

in New York City, and
commend all participants in
maritime commerce for the
important role they play in the -
lives of all New Yorkers.

This year’s Maritime Day program
was held aboard a Circle Line vessel
stationed just off Liberty Island. In
addition to paying tribute to the Statue
of Liberty and hearing various pre-
sentations, those attending also shared
in an ecumenical Memorial Service for
Seafarers. Seamen’s Church Institute’s
Director, the Reverend James R. Whit-
temore, led the service assisted by
Maritime Day Chairman, Captain
Robert E. Hart and representatives of
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1986 Maritime Day Memorial Service.
gictured left to rig

ht
ear Admiral Paul IZrinsky, Asst. Supt., Kings Point; R. F. Schamann, Vice President, East Coast
MEBA District #1; James P. McAllister, National Maritime Historical Society; The Reverend James R.
Whittemore, Director, Seamen’s Church Institute of NY & NJ; Shannon Wall, President, National
Maritime Union of NA; Captain Robert E. Hart, President, Marine Index Bureau & Chairman,
Maritime Day Program; Leon Hall, Vice President, Seafarers International Union; Dr. C.Y. Chen,
Chairman, Energy Transportation Corp. and Bruno . Augenti, Trustee, United Seamen’s Service.

maritime government, labor and
management.

COMMISSIONER HUERTA

The day’s
honored guest and
principal speaker
was the Honorable
- Michael P. Huerta,
the recently ap-
pointed Commis-
sioner of Ports,
International Trade and Commerce for
New York City.

Since taking office in March 1986,
Commissioner Huerta’s first order of
business has been completing the tran-
sition of the ‘old’ Department of Ports
and Terminals into the new Depart-
ment of Ports, International Trade and
Commerce. An expert in international
trade and development, he will oversee
the design and implementation of
trade and export promotion programs
on behalf of business/government part-
nerships for the City.

Prior to accepting his current job,
Commissioner Huerta was an inter-
national development consultant for
Coopers and Lybrand where his last
assignment was principal consultant in
economic development to the Govern-
ment, and Chamber of Commerce of
St. Kitts and Nevis.

In his new position as Commis-
sioner, he has accepted the Seamen’s
Church Institute’s invitation to serve as
an ex-officio member of the Board of
Managers.

SICKLY FISHING LICENSE
PLAN PUT OUT OF MISERY

“It is an ill-conceived, ill-considered
and ill-advised approached to raising
taxes” :

Leaving little room for interpretation,
the Chairman of the House Merchant
Marine and Fisheries Committee,
Walter B. Jones (D-NC) and 19 Com-
mittee Members fired off this descrip-
tion of a proposal to charge salt water
fishermen a minimum $10 federal
license fee.




The Jones letter was delivered to
House Budget Committee Chairman,
William Gray, June 26 in a successful
attempt to eliminate the proposal from
the Conference Report on the FY87
Budget Resolution.

“From the beginning, this plan had
the odor of a dead carp that had
basked in the August sun. For a week.
It’s deletion from the budget Con-
ference Report makes good sense and I
am gratified that the Members of the
Conference Committee responded to
the recommendations we made,” stated
Chairman Jones.

The Jones letter detailed objections
to the plan which originated with
President Reagan’s budget recom-
mendations as a “major policy in-
itiative” The Administration assumed
that the charge would raise $30 million
in FY87, $40 million FY88, and $50
million annually thereafter.

The Subcommittee on Oversight
and Investigations, also chaired by Con-
gressman Jones, held a hearing on the
plan on June 19, 1986.

“The hearing showed that there is
absolutely no support for the Pres-
ident’s proposal from the Members of
Congress who attended the hearing,
the States that would have to imple-
ment, administer, and enforce the
measure, and from the commercial and

The crystal ship, Pompeja

sportfishing interests affected by the
proposal if it were implemented. Apart
from the Administration witnesses,
there was not one person or organi-
zation who endorsed the idea during
the three hour hearing,” the Jones let-
ter explained.

Among the specific points also made
in the Jones letter were

e Six months have passed since
the proposal was made but the in-
ability to develop draft legislation
shows how poorly thought out the
proposal actually is”

e Even the lead Administration
witness agreed that this so-called
“user fee” is not based on sound
fishery conservation and manage-
ment principles “but is merely
another way to raise taxes on a
select group of individuals—who,
as it happens, paid over $150
million in FY85 in the form of
federal excise taxes on sportfishing
equipment and as part of the 9
cents per gallon federal tax on
motorboat fuels”

e The cost of enforcement may
exceed the revenue generated.
“The US Coast Guard is already
underfunded and overburdened
with tasks and duties. An Ad-
ministration witness admitted that

the entire enforcement branch of
the National Marine Fisheries ser-
vice could not adequately enforce
the measure in even one state, let
alone in all of our coastal states”

CRYSTAL SHIP

The world’s largest glass sculpture,
an eleven-foot long, 440 pound crystal
‘ship’ is being shown for the first time
in America at the Kosta Boda
showrooms in New York City.

Created by the celebrated Swedish
artist, Bertil Vallien, this giant glass
ship is an eerie and compelling work.

Named the Pompeja, after a vessel
from the artist’s childhood, the work
appears as though it is a sunken ship
retrieved from an ancient primal sea.
Its rough finished hull bears remnants
of portholes and the face of a man. Its
clear, water-like crystal interior is filled
with other strange forms which seem
to have accidentally drifted there from
earlier times.

Following its showing at Kosta Boda
on lower Fifth Avenue, this mysterious
ship is scheduled to be shown at #2
World Trade Center in lower Man-
hattan. It will then be exhibited on the
West Coast prior to touring Australia
and Europe. If the opportunity arrives,
this ship is well worth a visit.
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