












Hungnam Story 
The Meredith Victory Spreads H erself 

I r the pasL months THE LOOKOUT out whaL in the world it had on del'k. 
ha brought you the news o r the From a di Lance it was simply a dark 

Merchant 1arine and the pa rL it ha. solid mass. As the ship came nearer 
played in the, e criti ca l day of our h 
hi sLory. Littl e by lillIe the sLori es drib- we could see it was uman beings. 
ble in of the heroi c feats of merchanL They were packed so close you Won­
ships and seamen under fire, brin gin g dered how they could breathe. And 
uppli es and men Lo the shore of Lhere wasn ' t a sound from them. They 

battle, and Lragicall y evacua tin g them just stood there, silently waiLin g. Even 
when nece sary. the babi es and children were strangely 

The mos t drama ti c story of recenL quiet. nless you saw iI., you ('ouldn;1 
months comes from the Meredith helieve it." 
V ictory, a foore-::\IcCormack freighter Thi s human cargo was the largesL 
built to ca rry sixty-two people includ- number of people eve r carri ed aboard 
ing crew and passengers. Yet, under a freighLer of any size, and it may be 
the deafenin O' screech of shell s at the largest load eyer taken by any $hip. 
Hun gnam she evacuaLed 1,J,4.1O na- The Queen Mary (81,235 gross tons) 
live Korean refu gees and transported 
Lhem to Pusan , a ni ghLmari sh voyage reportedly averaged 10-12 Lh ousand 
Lhat las ted three days . This fi gure does troops durin " World War II . In 
not include the dozen of children who peace-time the Queen Mary carri es 
clun g to their parents or lay strapped 2_000 passengers. The Meredith Vic­
Lo Lh t i,' mother's backs. Accordin g to tory is li sLed at 7,607 Lons and carrie. 
Chief En gineer John P. Drad)'_ they 12 passengers. 
"'e re very evident. According Lo Captain 1. P . LaRue_ 

"There I stood ," he said_ "with the crew loaded the 14,4 10 
babies all around me, and something by using booms and makeshift ele­
doing ever y minuLe. Five women gave va tors_ and when the ship was loaded. 
birLh in the hrst twenty-four hours she shoved off. The picLure on th is 
aboard." 

page hows some of them after they 
Captain Haymond Rosse, of a l\:avy had been loaded in to a hold. 

transport. had a different view of th e 
If erf'd ilh V ictory as Rhe entered 
Pusan. He "When we fi r L saw 
tha t VicLory ship we couldn't fi gure 
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Formal naval commendati .on for 
their work came to all of the Moore­
mack ships and to other operators, 
too. Vice-Admiral C. T. Joy_ u.s.N .. 
or the Far East Command, sent th is 
message to Captain LaRue : 

11y most sincere · con gratulations 
on a job well done. Your 
throughout the Korean campaign 
always been notable. In the successfu l 
redeployment of ground forces fr om 
.Northeast Korea your initiative ' and 
your enthusia ti c and prompt re. 
to all demands indi cate tlHit your or­
gani zation is at its best when the chi p;; 
are down. The merchant mariners \vho 
performed for you did 0 sil entl y but 
their accomplishment speaks loudly. 
r find it comforting to work with such 
teammates . 

Many Hobbies Lure Ship Officers 

ElJl'fOn 'S on: : The In stitu te's COil test for 
'i eamen artists wiLL be judged th e early parI 

June by noted artists Charles R obert Pat­
terson, Cordon crall t, WiLLiam DrOller. John 
Soble, A rth ur L . Gu ptiLL, an d Clifford E. 
Parkhurst. Paintings will hang for th e nw nth 
0/ Jun e in the Jun et Roper GaLL ery. 

The ship's offi ce r of today has two Ill a in 
things in common \ ith his sailin g; shi p era 
counterpar ts-a deep respect for the sea 
and a n av id technical interest in the 
neering and nav iga ti onal sc ience nere sa ry 
to the opera tion a nd ma intena nce of his 
vessel. 

But, where the clipper shi p master or 
mate lived not only on but for the sea, the 
interests of today's officer are as w ide a nd 
vari ed as those of any landlocked worker 
or execu ti ve. 

This is the opinion of the United Sta tes 
Lines, as drawn from the bio),(ra phica l 
sketches of more tha n 100 of its sea-goi ng 
officers and key personnel. 

Sent Out Questionnaires 

Recently the compa ny sought to com pl te 
its fil e on personnel a Aoat an d sent mimeo· 
gra phed questionnaires to the liners A merica 
and Washington and to forty-six freighters 
sailing to Europe and to Australi a and the 
Far East. 

P arti cular stress was placed on the hob­
bies of the seamen and th e summ a ri zed 
result show a keen intere t in seamenshi p, 
astronomy, navi gati on, the well-bein g of a 
vessel and the vagaries of the seas. 

Like his predecessor in the modern 
officer likes to capture the beauty of a P u 'Ifi e 
sunset or the hurricane-lashed sea on canvas, 
and to model the fin e lines of a ship in 
\ ood, ebony or some other worka bl t> 
materi al. 

He still reta ins the tra ditional interest of 
the in small boats, fi shin g, readi ng, 

and collectin g stamps, antique, 
and oddities from littl e-kn own a reas of the 
world. 

Branches Out Interests 

But, perha ps uecuuse the seaman of today 
has more leisure time ashore, due to th e 
high . peed of m odern ships, and a lso 
had more educatJOnal opportunIty than hI 
forebears, his interests han' hru'1<' hed out 
into many fi elds. 

The study of higher ma thematics, beyonu 
the needs of naviga tion, is common 
today's officers, as is a more than passing 
intere t in the arts a nd lItera ture, the 
theatre, opera a nd the ballet, .in mu, ic .and 
the collecti on of phonograpllll ' r ecorum gs 
of mtl ical masterpieces. 

Photo by Dr. I. Schmidt 

Former contest judges, left to right: Edmund 
Fitzgerald, Gordon Grant, Bertram Goodman 

All modern ports are in cl uded in the 
hobbi es of the modern seama n, an d a t least 
three U nited States Lines office rs have con­
fessed to an hereti ('al interest in aviation­
two a re pil ots-und in railroadin g. 

Other hobbi es of the modern oAcicer in­
clude hydroponics a nd the ra isin g of herbs 
for medi cal uses, " ham" ra dio operation, 
ceramics, raising bees, racing au tomobiles, 
photography, [ox-hunting, real esta te manip­
ul a tion. dra ft smanshi p and coll ec ting folk 
songs. 

Some oAi('e rs have switched from boa t 
modellin ... to th e building of model planes 
a nd one" offi cer, a chief stewa rd, ha in­
\'ented an a ir speed instrum ent tha t has been 
ar'cep ted and used by th e U nited Stute, 
Arm y a nd Navy a nd by Brita in. Anoth e.r 
offic er has a pplied for u pa tent on u nu\ 1-

,ra tiona l in strunw nt. . . 
Fi shin g provcu to he ,nterestll1 l( 

hohby among the oOi('(;' rs, (' Ia imin g twenty­
four enthusiasts. 

Twenty- two chose photogra phy a nd a 
sim ilar numher l·ead ing. 

P erhaps closest in sp irit to his urothers 
in sa il \\ as on(' o!li('c r, \\ ho chose : "A 
schooner of beer on a hot day." . . 

Rt prill/t·d from fht' Ntl l( ' ) ' (n k fllll rJ 
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TALL SHIPS TO CATHAY 
By Helen Augur 

Doubleday &. Co., $3.00 

This is the story of the great American 
clipper ship era and of the Low family of 
Salem and Brooklyn who sailed in the China 
trade. Exciting, historically accurate, this 
hook starts in 1829 when beautiful Harriet 
Low arrived at Macao on board the square. 
rigger Sumatra with the captain, her uncle, 
William Low and hi wife Abigail. Daring 
and high'spirited, Harriet was the first 
American woman to set foot on Chinese soil. 
She was soon followed by her brother, 
Abbot, who joined with the Boston firm of 
Rus ell & Co. to break the British monopoly 
in the Chinese trade. Charle~ Low became 
the most famous hip capta in of the family 
and ailed the fine clippers that linked the 
Low enterprises with New York and anton. 
He skippered the famous N. B. Palmer after 
he had made his name in the Houqua by 
aving her in a typhoon. The family' busi. 

ness - nurtured by their own daring and 
acumen, and men uch as Houqua, the 
shrewdest of all the Chinese merchant 
princes, boomed until the teamship gradu. 
ally superseded the clipper. 

This is a fascinating story of clipper ships 
and the gallant men who ailed them. 

'£. D. C. 

DOWN RIVER 
By Richard Anderson 

Binford. &. Mort, Portland, Ore., 1950, $2.50 

Everywhere in this novel about the IOalmon 
fishermen there is the ring of autobiography 
a?d of authentic experience. Henry Tomp. 
kms who threw up his job a t the bank to 
get into fishing; Hack, the half·wit who he. 
came Clara Tompkin ' too intimate vi itor: 
lonely, young Dolly; adolescent Chet: 
!3.~rney the almost leader of men; huge 
I my, defender of the fishermen' union' 
philosopher Doc, the lawyer: have obviousl; 
been real if composite experiences in the 
\~' riter's life. And the struggle of the salmon 
fishermen to win a living from the my tiral 
mighty river that to Hank and Doc eemed 
itself a living thing are part of the story 
of man's attempts to work with or again t 
nature for hi own end. The story is ba ed 
on Richard Anderson's two years experience 
on the Columhia as a commercial fisherman. 
It is a sensitive, unsentimental, understand. 
ing, objective presentation of the life of the 
people among whom he worked. 

WILLIAM L. MILLER 
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THE SEA AND ITS MYSTERIES 
By John S. Coleman 

w. W. Norton &. Company, New York, $3.75 

Is there really a "Gulf" Stream ? Why is 
the water in the tropics so clear? Do you 
know about mountain ranges uncler the sea 
or what makes the tides go in and out ? 0; 
about Aying squid or how really to enjoy 
the sea·going part of a sea voyage '? John S. 
Coleman has something to say about all of 
these and of many other things relating to 
the sea, and what he has to say supersedes 
a good deal of the theory and accepted fact 
held by students of Ie s than a generation 
ago. While THE SEA A;\O ITs MYSTERI ES i ' 
an introduction to the more technical study 
of oceanography the writer's cha tty, lucid 
style makes the book extremely interesting 
and informing reading for amateurs in sea 
lore as well as for those whose business 
takes them down to the sea. The List of 
Reading ~[atter at the end is attractive. 

WILl.lAM L. MILLER 

PACIFIC GRAVEYARD 
By James A. Gibbs, Jr. 

Binford. &. Mort, Partland, Ore., 1950, $3.00 

Pacific Graveyard is an account of the 
perils of Western coa. twi e navigation and 
of those many ships that from earliest times 
have been crushed on the storm·swept sand· 
bars at the mouth of the Columbia River and 
scattered along its shores or swallowed by 
the shifting sand . The book begins with an 
account of the early attempts of ships as far 
back as 1570 to find the stream hidden be· 
hind Cape Disappointment and the barrier 
sand bars. Seventy· five Oriental iunks are 
known to have been found adrift or ashore 
on the American side up to 1875, some of 
them presumably carried acro the Pacific 
by the Japan curren t. Whether survivors of 
some of these landed and later intermarried 
with the coastwise Indians is a matter of 
peculation. The main part of this thin vol· 

ume consists of account of nearly 200 ships 
wrecked in the rna" of the great River. 
It is new, interesting sea stuff, especially for 
Eastern readers. 

WlI.L1A~1 L. MILLER 

The "Rising Sun" on her maiden run 

tOOd out for the open sea, 
Painted and proud from ~trake to ~hroud, 

,\ noble sh ip was she. 

With weather fair the bright sun's glare 

Disguised adversity; 
She struck a mine without a sign 

Of dread cata. trophe. 

'Twas quickly done-ten thousand ton 

Plunged into eptune's Tomb, 
With curse and prayer 1\ as buried there 

In subterranean gloom. 

But to the last the cre ll II orked fast 
And all hands got away, 
The master's boat was soon aAoat 
Prepared for come what may. 

In towage for'w'd the grub lIa ~tored 

In cans of varied kinds, 
And every meal with hermetic , eal 

Was the Pride of the House of Heinz. 

They stroked the oars for distant shores, 
And rigged a rag of sail; 
With spirits high, 'neath azure sky, 
They felt they could not fail. 

But when at last to break the fast 
They rationed out the stock, 
Each man knew in that stri cken crew, 
A sudden ghastly shock. 

For all men sa" the awful Aaw 
By strange telepathy: 
Each man stared as his eyes were bared 

To grim reality. 

* * * 

On a quiet beach in a lonely reach 
Where the lifeboat washed aground, 
Their hones bleached white against the night, 
The vanquished crew was found. 

ow all small craft and every raft 
In the U .. merchant marine, 
The Coast Guard's rule, must carry a tool 
To open a can of bean .. 

CI IARLES E. GRA:-IT 

" Survivor,' An oil pllilllillg b) Chit' BOIl/Juain 'J Mat t Hunt" Wo od 
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A Hero Passes the Institute 

South Street - 1951 

The crowd gathers. 

The General flashes by. Mrs . MacArthur next ... It's all over. 
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