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DR. GREER: Men and women, the service thst 

bringe UB together today is of impressive significance) 

rot only that it commemorates sad and tragic events) but 

the eXLibition in connection nlth that event of aome of 

the finest and noblest elaments of human nature. 

A year ago today a sbip went lo~n, and ~any 

li ves were loet. Tbe reople bere and. eV81"ywbere were as­

t~unded and saddened by it. That of itself would be 

~noubb to justify and ~arrant this memorial service) and 

the erection by us of some memorial monument or mark as 

a permanent record. of it) but this memori3l 8 ervic e i8 

something more than that. It is meant to perpetuate 

not only the buman value, the precious human value on 

th~t occasion lost, but the human values, priceless 

human values) on th~t occasion founl, which were then 
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revealeJ and made then to appear. In the common work of 

t' e ~orl in which we are from day to day engagei ana 

engrosseJ.J ',i th 1 ts corcmon, ifeary routine, and. it e worldly 

tasks &nd struggles and ~urpose9, and aima and competitive 

ambitions, hu~an nature seem8 at times eo sordid and. so 

poor, so commonplace &n cheap, but it is not so. 

but 8 aurerficial view. It is not the best one. Neither 

is it th~ true one. Recalling, as we do tolay, the ~08t 

fine ani heroic acts performe~ on th~t f&tei ship by 

~assengers and creN, not for human applause, not fOl the 

Lonor of huu.an recognition, nor for any hu~an gain -­

there was none in that hourj nothing but 10s8 to be faced 
t-

nd met. It seemed them to be irr~parable end ~omplete, 

and yet 60 bravely faced that loss, 80 bravely met, recalling 

this, I s~y, ne are m~ e to see Nhat, in its essential 

stuff} '.vhen the test corres} human nature was n:ade of; 

it oreatness, its roy~lty) its immortal worth, the likeness 

in it of Goa in our human nature. 

The ",en and ./o .. en on thAt ship were of all types 

nd. classes, rich and }:oor, old and young, well known 

and unkno ~n, an d. yet it hout ,iis tinct ion of race or creed 

C,C Circumstance, they exhibiteJ, they showed the intrinsic 

crth in its basic qualities, the greatness ~nd the noble-

nasa of Our human nature. It is that hurr'an nature, ;'ii th 

t oae qualities in it, that e must Lot forget, hich we 



auld, for thei,r a likes, yes) but for our Bakes comu:emor ate 

and perpetu~_t e with some memorie 1 sign" some sBcramantal 

ai~n, a sien 1hioh will not only commemorate the men 

nomen "ho then ant do/n, but the rr.anhood and the 

~Offi~nhooj on that ocoasion aeen; a sEcrarnental sign. 

AId for that aign) 80 fittin~ly haa been selected the 

Jigr of a lighthouse tower) for as its light shall shinA 

ac~oSS the f~ce of the waters to st3er ~ uide the 

shl s eafe ly intc --ort, it, ill also s arve to sho-:v and 

syrr,bolize 0 all who come t..nJ. enter here into this M er­

ican port, those flner, nobler, truer qualitip.s which 

rr.ust steer and ZUide this Amerioan nation, thiA P~erican 

people" into that future Port of Destiny .1 hidden 0 our 

eyes" darkened as it may be by storm &nl cloud and tempests 

at times, yet, as ,e believe" still awaits us into the 

future, ea.fely and seourely, this American people into 

the hav n :vhara it would be. An.l th n as fro m d.ay to 

~ay the mi~-day oi~n sh 11 be giv n, we ahall not only 

c~t our clocks and .7 .... tchcs by it, but recb.llin; wht..t it 

signifies and comrcarnorates" th~ men :n' the wom3n w.o 

tri~d. ot filet cf all nd chiefly to Berve 'nd save 

tt-~6elvaa) but first of ~ll ani clu~fly, to s~v~ anJ serve 

otl._I'S in tl: _i r hour of ne '_.1, .le s b 11 not only set cur 

.atchee by it" but we shall try to set our lives an our 

c aract=r_ by it, and eo the men n1 women for ~hom e 

3 
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commemorate the day shall ne t have died in vein, pnd 

th2 t this memorial sign of a 11;hthouEl e tower n.ay be of 

"..lSS tr .. rough the coming years) a a~cramental 'ign to build 

itself in us, to rr..ake us the rnemorie 1 of the m8n ond women 

to Nhom ttle day w"., de.iicate this memorial tower. X I will 

ask you now to riss as I read the dedicatory prayer. 

To the glory of Almighty Gol, and in loving 

lil~n.ol'y of those pasesn5ere, officers ?n::l crew ~ho lost 

t l "i r lives in the foundering of the St earrJship "T i tanic" 

an Arril 15, 1912 J I, David Hummell Greer I Bishop of 

N~w York, and President of the Seamen's Chu£ch Institute 

of Ue'" Yorl" do solemnly dedica.t e The Ti tani c Mem':' ri al 

Li~hthouse Tower. As its li~bt by ni;ht, shall ~~ide 

pilgrims anj seafaring men from every clime into this port, 

60 may they follow Him whc i8 the Ligtt of Lif9 across 

the ~vaVeB of this troublesome world to the land of everls.st­

ing life; and, looking at noon towari this place to note 

the time of 0.1:: y, n.sy thsy relt8mber that our d~y8 rass as 

the swift ships, ani in view of the shortness and un­

certainty of human 11fe, strive to fulfill their duty well 

as the best preparation for Eternity. Amen. 

I beg to present to the audienoe one ~ho is 

al'vaye sympathetically and actively interestel in goo 3. 

".vo:cks 6 though he has been but a short time in this City 

of NaN York, he haa become already well known to all lovers 
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of humankind l the Reverend Dr. Merri 111 Pastor of th e 

EriCk Presbyterian Church. 

REV . WILLIAM PIERSOr MERRILL) D. D.: It is 

altogether fitting that on the anniversary of the lay 

;'Ihen the hearts of all the reople of this City, and 

I think we may say the heart of the City itself was 

sl.ocked. and. grieved as it has seldom been" I say it 

is Itogether fitting that men and women should come to­

gether to hold a merr.orial service l ~nd if th,t were the 

only reason th9.t we came together, it ;vould be richly 

.'Torth our Nld~. T~e world has a short memory, eV3n for 

t 1 e tr_ings thet thrill it most deeply and that shock it 

moet deeFly, and. it ie well for us sometimes" in our 

OilE:lY lives , hare it is so 6i:1.SY to forget anything that 

has ha penei a fe..v de.ys a60 , it is well for us to stop 

::Hl stand cnd. look back and remember. 

I have sometimes felt that the existence of 

the church as a social factor an~ the great claims 

.r.ich the church makes upon the attention of the men 

en women would be amply justified if the church fulfilled 

no other function than its function of continually re-

f in~ ing }:90ple of a great and sacrad past J which iV'e are 

ao apt to forget, and 80 it is well Lh- t today we meet 

nd re~enber this tragedy. e ne~d again and again to 
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pray that prayer that came to UB out of an eX!erience 

th~t thril1ej an empire ~ith Tride. We need remember 

it 1n times of grief also. 

"Lord" God of Hosts I be .vi trJ. ue yet 

Lest we forget." 

For one of our greatest dangers is that Ive 

she 11 forget" e.nd yet .ve have gathered here for some-

thin: more than for a memorial service. Some might say if 

that were all for ''1h1eh we came .. to look back and renerl'b~r 

that 1r3adful day a yea.r ago" perhaps we might better 

not have met. What value is there in rem3mbering the 

past unless the r-ast be a power in the present? One of 

the greatest debts Ihich lowe and whieh many others owe 

itL me to that French philosopher who has been in our 

c1 ty r 3cent 1y is the n e-;v value the. t he has shown in the 

past; the f~ct thet be haa shewn to wany of us that 

the past is r:.ot e. de&.d thing; not E' closed thing; that 

the [ last i8 actually ..-hat is ::iving power to present life" 

and He have come here toduY not simply that we may remember 

ttat day a year ago in a.ll its LorroI' and in all its 

glory .. not airr-ply that we may unite to deuic~te t e is 

very E..];T-l"o};riate memorial of those who pSl'iehed on tha.t 

day and e Il!eIl!ol'ial also" as Bisl10p Greer has eaii l f ar 

nore not of what perished" but cf nhat lived and shone 

out in glOI'Y on tha.t day. We have come here for something 
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morw than that~ for I believe. e are tere above all lse 

.0 Iefresh our souls in the presence and the inspiration 

of l.eroism) to have a fekene' to our percertlon a mlgtty 

truth) .hich 'Ie too readily for t in these days. 

It i6 not often th~t I allow myself to use 

t .• e phrase "in the 2 ~c y6 " ) for it ie apt to 8Ug!')" at 

th 1: tLe one who speaks in that .vay is lookin...., back 

pon the paat aa bet tel' th n the present, and. that he 

is deploring t' ... e 'ay in which' e live. I believ'" e 

all have the right to thillk that t o""ey 16 better then any 

ay th t haa gone before~ nd that h~ e d~ya~rk, on the 

hal ) an advanc~ over any other days that th wor11 has 

evel' knc n" ar. d yet he pros ent. day haa it a ,ecu 11 ar 

dangera. The aat as £. ~angeroua tin:e for weak me n" 

n tte .rssent ti~e is ~ dangerous time for strong ~en" 

an the:l:'e ia a peoD liar leason th t 00 mes to us out 

cf thi e disorder" out e,f the c irC"J..IT'etam ss of tt.ie 

trs e~y" which ~e ne,Q today. e n:ay all fre~ly n 

1" l' a:lD1it, a6 we ;.oub~les8 do, th t l=e~ce ie better 

than WE-.r. e are gled ~e live in a time hen reace ia 

ainin~ groun , t~e ld a that eace ehouJu obtsin betvean 

~ione an ~on6 c1~8B~e. te ~ight all agree that the 

COIttnonplace and ha~IY con:iitione c.f living are better 

ti: n the exc1tereent ~nd the danger ""nl the rivation tho.t 

m ked the liveeth~ our fethers led in the ~ionecr days of 
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t ... ie country, ar • ..l yet hil tb nk Go that ,~ liv~ in 

b_tte Udy a~1 a better ,orl~, e know that the l~T of 

com nsation ie at Rork, on that there are peculi9I 

hich beset u in this present time; that there 

re n re ex ctly t t 1 8 .hcr our fath rs iJ 

1 ot _, e t t em. 

I a.zr. tInt religion is free to ay. I 

lejoice, as rve II 0, th t C risti n and Je,l n 

agnostio nd infidel are free, in this country, ~ eh 

o fol10. 'hat hi own ~oneci r.c~ n' intellect m y sho 

.1m to be th~ t ute. I 8.m ~l d thl'>re re no more rr:artyre 

• 0 he,\re to gi ve their live for the truth the t tL ey belie":;, 

n yet. oe to us of this country ana. of the church if 

t ... to." e i.cit of the .artYl's is one, fo!' our flee r~li-,ion 

IILala i.o. ,aken= fib:s.'e 011 oftness in our reli iOus 

c ..... l'act e1' . te rejoice that eace is coming mo~e 

n more inst e:::. of '1ar; the. t ~ar ~8 fa in out, ~ 1 1 yet 

- sorwly nee~ to fina toaay what William James has 80 

W~ll calle , "the morel equival nt of 78, " Aft ~. ell, 

the was something that ma .... e our' hearts beat fast '1, no 

rtat t e1 ho~ truly we are a vocates of pe ce, there is 

aOl!:ethinl2' tho t ..... rr.akee our r.earts be t fas ter when ~6 rea, 

about scenes of we. ;(' , ana. it is not simply the glitter of 

it. It is far more the fact tl . t there he~oie~ aho ed 

itself . There men showed their conterer.t for life and 
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/lctually prized death as one of the ·ifts +, oct GoJmight 

-i ve. 

.ill you rardon me if I epeak in a very f.erso .81 

, fer e. n:orcent? Only two daye aoo my little boy caI:le 

to n e from 6C .001" ana ther .. e something in his face 

e.n:l in hi s eye the.t showed. n:e that he ha h a reat 

ex. l'i~rlce. He said, "Father" th~y have just been tell-

in me at achool about th~ Cieg~ of hdriano le, ni they 

toll ~~ how tvo hundrei 19 ~i ns . nt out in advrnce of 

the troeps to cut th~ wires of t' e fortificatjona", ~nd 

ue s i:1, "Everyone of thpm as ki_led. Not one of t .e~ 

carre back." 1m th-=n I'dW himself u:r; an lis eyes 

bl'ivhterL an he sei , "Father', those n,en kne thE:lt they 

,vere not CL ming back, au:i yet they ent." There a so .e­

thill- there thc:..t is m ~nific,=nt, that thrills everyone of 

us" and ,e are in danger of losing that today. e are 

in dcnger of thinking that the commonplace on:oin~ of an 

easy and a SOli etirees selfish life i8 tIle oal 'Ne are all 

~e kin~_ rTow" that r..icL: I have sai e need" thet 

ent.rcnen:ent of beloisa, t .'t exalting of tL~ e~irit that 

.. e.s 0. eontcnrt for lif\::, n· that ae ka an honora Ie c:nl 

a lerious .... eath, that is .. t "Ie see in this ev nt 'hieh 

~ corrrr emorat e toaay _ "The IT' n "ho kne\'l what a an ll!Ust 

40 hen he leoka d~ath in the °yea", ie the ,ay Henry 

V"r. Dyke finely phrase1 the spirlt cf that day_ You 

8,1 I 11 v in a orld h iel: haa e. aur.r~n.~ int erect in 
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lif~, in .cLi v_nlt::nt, in efficierlcy and BU':CE:SE;, wei we 

liv in a orl that needs to e continually n1 pover­

fully rem1n:ied of the value to the ~orlJ.. of suf fez'in and 

of '1.eath. 

I have no ..... oubt tl at out of t·.err ny ::1.0 klL'I'I 

t ft this me~ting as to be heli to YEn! th t this 

IT' mori 1 li"'Lthous~ to ~l' '/a .. to be de ... icate . I I have 

nc _oubt th~re were some ~ho said in th-lr he ltE, 

"'.y 0 they honor those r:eople? h t ij they do? 

l' ey ~1d lDt do e.nythin-. 

of ar ace 1 'SIlt • " 

Th~y eim ly w~re victims 

.~ f c:: I ay· o I ·i;...lke ith a companior at 

the outhweet corner of C~ntr 1 P~rk, .nu e ~aBsed :he 

oit ,Lere the ... e ol'ial monun.ent to t. ~ victims of the 

lcsion of tIJt~ B ttleship "Mr ine" "ae just bing 

_r Jct eu, .... n· my cOlL:r:anlon 8 a id. to mt;;;, " hy ao they put 

1.l a onurr.ent wO tho \ I t::n? TL::y i r.ot do anyt!line 

but a.ie." An I c"u...,Jht in hiB l"Iords, E'.nl I founi in 

.1s eXI~ressio tIl:: r fLection of a ':'l'it that is "J1 

to co lnOn to ay, "T'J.ey uicl !lot 0 'nythin.:::; but di .... " 

." t e 7ar.t toaay is 0 li ve; succ e nd. a.ch 1eve; be 

effici r.t; 10 Bornethi g. The men we lloner are the men 

c '0 thingE I an t1 e trutl thi!:? ~t.> nee1s as rD othe' 

~e ever needed it is the tru h that the supreme echiev-~ent 

of life is to d1e ell; to look sath in the ~ye8 and 
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.uietly tell him to ~o ~bout his business. Th .... t is C'ne 

of tr:e au rame achiev .. ente cf lif~.. nll th: men who c n 

uff~l" thv ~an ho can ~i~ honorably" is still r~kea 

,'Y" above the IT_an .ho can .ie. no Ir'Ltte . hat he c~n ..:l0. o. ~H • 

Joh n Ruskin t ella ue in one of hi s oraet 

~asi;o.ys, th_t there are fi \fe int llectual professions 

i. "very civllize ... comrr,unity t:r~c..t n_een very much to 

the cocrrunity; tl~ sol~ierl hs Fastor .. tha la.y~rJ 

h>;; hysiciL.n E..n the m;;rchant . He t lIs us he 

function of each. 

ity. The la.iyer is to see th t jUEtlc J is enfol-ceJ.. 

Tl.J p .... stor is to t ~r...Ct • The physician is to kesp the 

conrr.unity in health, and th m lclant is to provi~e for 

i te nea .... e, 6.nd .hen" true rophet that he i'8, he leads us 

d.CI n .teerer than these functions .. of 6ach of these !l"en" 

to the supreme function of th~m all, for he says th t 

n_ cblef "",uty of e.ll these men is on due occa.sioI to 

ie for the community; the chief duty is on ~ue occcsion 

to 'ie for the community! The Boldier" he says" must 

..... ie I'ather th n desert Lis post in battle. The physician 

znuat knew Low to die rather than to desert hie poet in 

tim.:: of plb.~ue. The pastor must know how to die rather 

than teach what is falee. The la.vyer rr.tEt knew how to . ie 

th ... r thbn to compI'omise '11 th injustice" . nd the merchant 

l!!U t know ho'.y to Jie rather than use the community for hie 
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e~lfi6t advantage., and then he adds ihis pregnant sent6nce: 

nFor th~ man who :ioeB not know vhen to 11e., doeB not know 

.0 Vi to 1 i v e . " 

e have all heard agein anJ again the narrative 

of t .6 wrongloer Ivho c.E an excuse for hie rong~oins BE id 

nOne !Lust live"., anj at ho Btatesman who rerliel, tlTh~ t 

i6 not necessary". '.lell, theBe Iren t..n women whom we 

a e hOnOliI-1S today, Bay to UB, net in the fliPFant by 

tl.at To.lle'jranJ. said it, but with solemn seriouBneBs 

they 6r:-..y to a world wl ... ich B ys "One n:u:?t live no matter 

LO he does it", they Ba , "Th~t is not neceseary." 

"orne time one tr.Ust die, end no man haB learne", hew to live 

ur.til he has faoed that fact, that there are aome things 

fr wLich he must die rather than ~iV"e ay." 

.And so these men and ,"{omen who did nothing but 

ie., ai not line but look death in the eye., end died like 

~enJ they arc worthy of the greatest honor we can give 

They lave 'one more for us than the men of 

a~hieve~ent., the men ho have acoomplished great things 

in t hi B vorl:1., and it is well for e,n age of bust le ani 

activity to be remindea that suffering and death are 

also noble an:i po\verful. Qurely men and. women '.dJ.o believe 

in the God of the Hebrew Bible ought to bcw down reverently 

b fore suffering and ..i.eath as the SUfI"eILe manifestation of 

t e ~lory of man and of God. 
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WhEt is the 01 T~st'.re:mt, at its de .. pest" but 

U,e story of ho an ideel, the ideal of a race" which 

W&s to becoYI € the ideal of 8. \'Vol'l.i, how that i de",l changeJ. 

. fro. the man who could do thir.gs" the masterful Il'an, that 

meant the &.rrior, the Ir.:i~hty r cn" how that i.ieF 1 ,:jhangea. 

until it beca~e the sufferln eervant of the Lord Nho 

gave bis 1if,-, " a l'ElnSom for I!l ny" '~nd ",ho could .10 nothing 

but suff":r cnu 1i " e:nJ. vh at i the t?ospe1 at its 

deepest but the revelation of l~o'N that iciec1 took shape 

in a 1if E:;, a lif e before h ioh ,e cow, not becsus e of 

mighty vvorka j it i a not that for V~.iCI \!e honor Chri t, 

an' not beca~e e of the 70nderfu 1 ~ord6 of et ernal life 

th .. t He sroke, but th e ':ITor 1-:' bowed do vn before C ri t 

Eimply bec~u8e H~ poure1 out liis ou1 unto je tt, 

and it is for His ClOSS" His passien" His sufferir~, that 

he "01'11 a.oea Him hor-or. 

And. so it ie I!O idle ceren:ony to wr.ich we 

are calle" today, no mere idle remind~r of a trage~y 

'1h1ch is past" but ra.ther 9. s ervlc e to remind us 1i vir-g 

men an Nomer. th't suffering n:ay be an sometim .. a is 

ncblel' t Hm l:iction" t..nl tl tA-t dea.th may be more fruitf'~ 1 

th n life, if tho;:; suprerr:~ glOl'Y of ILsnkina. ie to assert 

itself in the Treser.ce of death, end if that lESson ':::Clles 

to ue tolay, then shall be brought to rass, for these 

noble rr.en end. nomen to whon', our thou~ht8 turn, then shall 
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be brought to paBB tl e say ing that 1e written, liD .... tl 1e 

6.~lloi2.~ up in victory". 

Hymn: (Jesus c lIe UB.) 

BISHOP GREEFi.: hen l a year a~o, the neNe 

cc.rr.e to UB, the incredible newe it seemL.-J.} tha.t the 

tTeat unsinkable shiJ: hrd. sunk" there .ae none .vhoee 

voice eXJ:reeeed more fully and more adequately the feeling 

ani syrrJ:athy of this comrr.unity than the Rector of Zion 

and t't. Timothy'e Church in this City J and he ie l.ere 

this aft ernoon to speak to U8 a.g~ in} the Rev. Dr. Lur.eck. 

P..EV. HErRY LUBECK, LL. D.) D. c. t.: In '.io 

greatest hyrLtn l Sir Joh1: Bo·;rinF; ~;rould liken the Cros8 of 

Ch~i8t to a livhthouse: 

II II. the Cros8 of ~hl i at I ..... 10ry I 

To··reri:'"_~ 0' er the '·"ree1..s of til.Je; 

All t:he li ht of sacred etory. 

G[1thers ' round ita ~e~d eub1irlle. 1I 

And thell he telle ~h~t a comfort thie light-

house ie in the storms of life~ 

lI'ilian th e 0;;3 of life 0' erta:r.e .e 1 

Ho}es dec~i re ~nj fe~r8 annoy. 

-T ever shall the C:r:oaa forsnke .e, 

L ' . t 1 . ~. d· II o . J. '-' OViS 'il \'.:1. p;3 .. ce . n JOY. 
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And then he ShORS how the light of this Li ht­

house adds to the li3ht of the sun: 

"\~hen t:1e sun of bliss is ten.rr,in .... , 

Lich t:'i.E love u _ 'In rr.y ·7~.y, 

Fl'orn the Cross the radianc e s tre:lIIlin ...... 

Adds ne·· .. lustre to the day." 

An-l 1h r.. he 11;.ta the t 0 thou_hts to..;ether: 

"Bane ~lnd blessinGI ain antI !leasurs, 

By the ClOSS are sRnctified; 

Peace is there, th~· t kno"'s no rce . sUI'e, 

Joys th:tt through all time abide." 

And ' hat is hore, he lays his tribute to the 

li",hthouse: 

"In the cross of Christ I ~lory, 

TO:leriT1{; 0' er the wrecks of time; 

All the li~ht of sacred story, 

Gathers 'rolnj its he~d subli~e." 

De ~ r leoIle, you e re ~~thered here today to 

a.ss ia t the BiBho} of Ne ,~ Yo rk in ti1e dedic ~ ti cn of a 

li: hthouse. Its li~ht, whic h is to shine over the 

waters of the Bay, let it re~res0nt as it may and should, 

the li~h~ of life, for they are not dead who 

a . e?r a~o fa8e~ the end with serenity and 

cour ~ be and fait~, they are not de~d. They live. They 

live in our memory, for as Dr. Lerrill h a s s~id, t~is 
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i a a memor i' 1 to.:ar eree ted "Les t 'Me should for5 et II • 

:e ~ill not fo~get. It :on 't alloIT us to forset. 

lher., rereh .nee" 18 start from tl1is .ort on 

a voyage, and come ulan deck to t~ke our le.st viel of 

our beau ti ful ': r:d busy and b e::'oveJ harbor, a.n.onc; the 

':Iill stand. out conal ieuously ,Iill be this 

li~hthGuse, and Be one of our lest tho~ hts a t~kin_ 

our de "rture 7ill be of those ;~o er3 brave ~nou~h ~nd 

r"en and 70rnen did a year ago, and then -.7heL ,e l'eturn 

nj has ten on de;Jk to 6 ee again t::e 8i...,11 t of our no'"e 

.ort, this tor,er ':ill on0e !llOre ,eet our aze and. ,-ill 

retuind us of the same L r ve : eo}..l e an of the e ir0um-

stances under ';:-hich they _'a3sed a ay. Memory may be 

short in a sense, but, truly, memory is long. 

Oli, het yonderful t lin.;s -e have stored away 

in our lninds, and al l e ha-re to do is to unlock alittle 

d.oor here and there and bring ther out, and what mul ti-

tudes of hUI,lan beings feo le our winds. 

to the dear days of the ~as t. '"Ie can have corawunion 

.fi th the eople who have been here, an::l who a ..... e here 

no longer. e can en~er into their society. \ e can 

be Of,e of thelli a ~A.i , and or:e of the obj ects of th e 

erection of this to~er ith ita li ?ht is that Ie may 

be called u[-on to reUJernbeJ.' th se eo -le. And so t~ey 



li ve. They 1 i ve in our 11 e1.ori 8S, and that i8 a tre­

werdouB lesson for ue. If e live 68 they livei, we 

shall be in the me~o_ies of leo~le) and then let UB 

le '-we . orthy memories behil.d us. f:e may hear the 

or ~ G of our Lord in this connection. "L~t your 1i~ht 

so shine before a,en th't they m y see your ood i7orks, 

'-nd e10r1 f f your Father, hich is in Heavel •. " So they 

1i ve ir .. our memori es, theee 1 eo 1e) bu t ~ l1ey also 1i va 

in our hao.rts) for love can never die. ..- e ha ve 8011 e 

'7ondel ful mer o1'i s of 10ye 0 f these eo}-le) !'.nd. I 

thin}. a l10n the be •• utiful thin""s that char~l.ctel'ized 

their :r:as8ing away from us is the 10 ve th2t ,mB mani-

fested on th~t occasicn. ~here ere SOlT,e families 

on th~t il1-foted 8hi~1 all of h~m ezcaleJ, but the r e 

';ere some families, ti:e different Ii.e 'ters of hiGh \ ere 

ae a1'ated. There ',81' ';: some f· 1.1ilie6 the differer..t 

:....ekters cf hi ,11 resolved t - st"nl t06 et:ler ar: I.., t o ~o 

do.m to,.,et:ler, SOLIe of ,-: om n.i...;ht have eBca -ed. if they 
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had chosen. Ther~ ,-a s here ~n.i there an irLuiv id.u 1, one 

l ·.e l/.Jer of hi B f a rui1y, u: on th -~t shi}:, the 0 thtH men:bers 

of his f mily B fa a shore, and. I,e1'ha 8 th~t one u.ember 

", en t dO l n wi th th e res t that wen t do·:-;n. There i 8 3. 

.o,-er ani there is a Fath08 in the thOU;,)lt, the thought 

of ti:le beauty of tile love that came out then . 

Love is the greatest orno.llier:t of hUlu8..L cho.1'-
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aoter. Love is the riohest J saet of hUi11an oharaoter. 

Love is the ohief souroe of har-~ineas for the ~ U an 

:::h '"'..rac t ~l • Love is the hi~hest and divinest attribute 

of human cha raoter. The .. 80 1.-,1 e .fho love ll1ay };:3.SS 

out of tJ. is ',:011J, bu.t lova shall e-rer die. They 

le;>ve their love behind the!t~ and .1e Lave it he l'e . 

I o nce J.ld ard n.y fri~ nd , r . H . .!lilton 1kbie , 

s y in a ublic lecture hich he delivered in this 

City, tha t he hm just 1!l.8sed throu,""h the corridors 

of a la::ge 1 i br:-.ry, 3nd he c ame in due c our s e to an 

a lcove ::,iven u. to the boo s :)f t:. C',J .col ... en, and 

he s~id as he sut in th~ t al_ove, his heart sn ":7 i thin 

h im as he t20Llght rf1he imrlenee amount of intellect 

l.nd. le'1..rning -_nd till,e wr··J,'! ed up in those tremendous 

bool .. s ;7hi:::h nobody exce},. t here and theI'e a 8 ecialiet 

It ms a hu.;e Vi ste of SOl..e of the test thino'S 

in hunlan eXl.el'ience,:md ith his heart still heavy, he 

tUl'ned a,.ay and he saw a lit'i;,le book lyi!lg u:on the 

librarian IS t"',ble, 80 well thumbed that it must h ' ve 

been well read. He icked it uf and he said, "Ah, here 

is '\. lit +le book of the sart,e :.eriod of the G~hOQlrlen, 

';l'i tt en five hundl'ed years aC o • Everybody re r:.d.s it. 

It is published nd circul"'te.i by rI.illior.s. You C_.n 

tD..ke it out of your .satchel on a train an ~~, re j a sen-

ten0e; you car. read El sentence ,h en you arise i1: th e 



I1orning, anJ another sent~nce cefora Y01.. retire at 

ni~ht, Tncmas \a KemJ,is 'Imitati :m of Christ.'" 
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No , he s - id, " at is the reason for th~t differenc e? " 

Those books and this book' ere written at the same time. 

~h=t 's the difference? Nobody reads them, and every-

body I'e-de this", '1.n<.l he ans':vered hia OWll question. 

Those books rere tools out of ken's ~inds, and this 

little book TI~sm'itte out of a nan's heart. It as 

-:he l-roduc t of hun:e.n love, and so it lin-,el's on and it 

live • Love co.n never die. 

~.nd then in the neAt llace, they 'who have 

been tlhen fro. UB, li ve in their influence over us. 

They ass their influ6 ce on. Of co ur s e , J, e r hc-v: s 'r'" e 

influenced the~, those of us rho had relaticne or 

frieDds in thRt dre dful sbir~reck, e influenced 

therll, and they ?Jere larGely wh"l.t they were by reason 

of our AS60ci' tior. ,lith thel,. , and the have :..,one out 

from th-a daxknees cf the nioht, 9.nd the a iTfulnee8 of 

the uhi}: leek, into the other ',"or ld, and they tare t- ken 

;i th them eometh tnB telon riLe to us, ar:d a rati on of 

ue is already out there in that other 'World, and ,-e 

think of that, but we think ~erhale more at this moment 

of t~eir influence over us. me ere lar ely ~hat e 

~re by reason of our &ssociatior: lith ~hem, and that 

influence in the v'ol'ld nOli shall StDY in it, and !.ert.-:, s 
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this light, a li~hthouse on the top of this buildin~ ~ill 

heIr to ~erletuate th~t influe~ce. The influence is 

f'_ tremendous and! ervadin...:, s'" iri tual rONer of such 

irresistib~e force that robody could ill ~Bure or c l:ulate 

it, and the influen:.::e of these 1.eolle cvel' uS is an 

irliluence thE t 81.3aks of the very subject that Dr. 

Merrill has sroken of jus t r.ow·, the eterna.l li fe of 

sufferin', of the owel' to suffer:: TId the I'ower to die; 

the victory th[.t the sufferin~ one 6::.ins; the viCtOl'y 

thQ.t the one ~8,ins \';'ho i8 "illing to face dea,th in the 

narr.e of our COIlllilon hUIliani ty, in the nar ... e of our Creator, 

in the rJarr.e of our SC) vi our, 2.nd it is an influence for 

Coul'Cl,2,e, it ia an influence for fi;:;ht; it ie an 

influence th~~ calle you aLd me to rrelsre for tha 

tir t: Ilhen our call shall corae. It is an influence 

th~t converts necessity into a virtue. It is an 

influence which, if .~ e c_llow it its way, will sweel; all 

se..fi shr,ess frolL. our hearts, aLd tell ue th ere is eon,e­

thin3 Ol'e to Ii ve fOl' thall oUI'sel ves, the s ervant of 

our fello- creatures, tl e serv"',~t of ... od, and then too 

the y live in the deeds they have done. All Ieorle ';/ho 

ass thr cu...;h ti. is ,lOl' lJ. leave SOlLe thing Lehind theru 

.r.cl the thine rerl,c.ins. There has been du.:::; Ul in E",;y.J.·t 

a door thot is over 5,000 years old. The Fyralliids 

0..1 e nlore than four thous:::.nd ye~rs old. The ~roa i te Stone 



was carved twenty-ei:ht hundred ye~rs aZo, and the 

Rosetta Stone 2100 years a o. len haife done thiL~9 
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"':'i th their htmds that have teen in this "IOI'ld thOUSI.iDds 

ef years, a:r.d they stC'.y in this .:0:rl1 until the 

er:d of tiu,e. en have done tl in....,B Ii th thei r thout.:,h ts 

which stay here lluch loneer tl13.n that. Thirty-four 

hundred year's 9....,0 Moses b"ave us tha t decalo,,-,ue :;i th 

the instruction to live u~ to it as a law of our life. 

Pltto lived twenty-three hundred years a~o , and A:istotle 

8 little less, and we are thinking their thoughts today; 

Buddha and Confucius t'ven ty-four hundred years 2go , and 

lhultitudes of the .t,eo~le are thinking their thouc;hts, 

~:r.d ~oin~ the :"Y those !Len directed in the lon,-" lon~ 

rast. So evelybody ,!h0 lives, does 80rr:ethirl 6 , :;,nd 

he leaves that Bomethin,-, behir.d, and we knovi of great 

n.er- on board th£', t shi1, 1Iho \/en t do vn , WHO had done g rea t 

-!-hines in this city of ours, 1r. this land of ours, that 

611[',11 go on rroba lJ.y till the end of ti111e . They are 

not dead. They live in the . olLs which t1ey have done , 

the .sood deeds :hich they have dene, Rl:d the b1essin6s 

trey :1ave ceato e', and 'han, finaJly , th y liIe in the 

Paradise of God, liber~ted, b10rified s.irits, anI as 

the to";'ier 011 this buildin.::" ,nd as the to Q"er' on t:!1is 

b ~ildin ' . ith the lofty liGht on t!e tower , :.-.ointin .' 

to the heavene, they remind 18 0 f theBe .,r ny, li.ar..y othel' 
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things that those liber, ted a.nd "'lorified s}.-iri ts . ho 

Cl,re far u:r:; above all ea.rthly tewrt'tion and ecrthly 

sorroVi in the Pctradi s e of th e eon of God. 

One n.an \;ho 'lent do. t;'lhen the shi .. ent 

io:vn, 1 eanin8 hi S 2.H!S on the taf frnil of cr:..e cf the 

decl~s, said. to a icrr.an, a ,e1,;('er cf his failily, 

ho 1- s in on e of the bo;i;s a 0" finally save 1, II GOod-bye, 

If' !I a 'on 't .eet a o " in 1n this \Jo~lC:. , "8 .iill rr.ect in the 

next. 1I 

ou kn lV! th e c ouns 1, II S 1- e:- k n oth i nE bu t 

ood Gf the dea.d, " \"'by do e . .=ive it to each otl:eI', 

a.s Ie ere alwt"..ys 6ivir.0' it? Is it for the s,:::e of 

courtesy tec2..use ,~e Hould be olite to the dead.? Is 

it fOl' the saLe of ju stice bec2use ','e OU6ht no t to say 

any thing agllins t .. eOl-.le "h 0 a re not here to defem 

then.selves 2{:;r inst the charr;es thptve tlay make? I03 

1 t a rna tter of genel·c ... i ty 2nd for the sake of generosi ty 

teccuse we are sorry for them that they are dead, and 

e I,rould like to be kind to t he In DTld th ere is nothintS 

\"ie can do for them excel- t to s ...... S just a ..,er .. iE'vl Hord 

about them? Not at all" nSpeak nothing bu t good 

cf the dead", that is aE ex[.ression rromI.ted by our 

dee~ly rooted instinc~ive reverence foI' the greet 

other state into ;'ihich they have a2se& It is an 

e::<}l'es8ion 1; romr-ted b~T our :1~:r:reciation of then!, \,hioh 



23 

1s only com ~ated hen the. le~ve this l o~ld rLd get 

out to the next. 

It is an 6X: reB8ion I rom:r; ted by a discOVBI'Y, 

the discovery of their real selves, for hen they 

ele here, we 1ne! the~ net. The flesh hid them a 

obacur9d thar, ~Ld :e could rot see throuuh the fle~h, 

but, hen the flesh dro 1 e.d o.\~~ y and the li'ber te 61 h'i t 

"'ool' its fli..:,ht, then OUI Sliritual visio S~'i t'e!L1 as 

t: ey ;81'e and [lS they are, m:' it ' e' el their lory; 

.he.t e. t.:)loricu ttir u a hUHlR.n soul is, and 10 T ,e 

8 eak notr. .. inG' but cod of the dead. 

It is &0 because the wouls of the ri~hteou8 

~re in the ~ands of God, and there sh~ll no tOlfusrt 

touch them. 

The lieht, the light of your lighthouse, it is 

for us; it is ~d f:r them. It is to teach us a leason. 

They are beyond the need of the lesson th"t ,e need, but 

they have entered into the light, out frolli the darkness 

of the ni3ht Bnd the bla~kness of the sea , t~ey have 

la36ed into the li...;ht, and concernin6 such , ThoTJID.S Eil/Ley 

celie a _uestior. anJ anS,lers it, n-nd ith his .10J.ds I 

clOse, :-nl let this liGhthouse ren:.ind you of those ,:!ol'ds : 



Eternal light] eternal light] 

How pure the soul must be, 

When, placed within Thy searching sight, 

It shrinks not, but with calm delight 

Can live and look on Thee. 

The spirits that surround Thy throne 

May bear the burning bliss; 

But that is surely theirs alone, 

Since they have never, never known 

A fallen world like this. 

0, how shall I, whose native sphere 

Is dark,; whose mind is dim, 

Before the Ineffable appear, 

And on my naked spirit bear 

That uncreated beam. 

There is a way for man to rise 

To that sublime abode; 

An offering and a sacrifice, 

A Holy Spirit's energies, 

An advocate with God. 

These, these prepare us for the light 

Of majesty above: ' 

The sons of ignorance and night 

Can stand in the eternal light 

Through the eternal love. 
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BISHOP GREER: In ~he last fe days, eome 

letter's have come to 1..:.e and some tributeo er.::::losing 

:oetry have come from different parts of the count~y. 

It Iiould be interestin to read some of them, if not all of 

thew, but it 'auld have been imrossible a.lso to do so. 

I shall, however 1 turn tr.ern over to the sU.1,er­

intendent, thc.t he rilay 110.ce them and keep them in the 

archives of the Se~,en'6 Institute. 

There a.re two ~ ersons in connecti an wi th this 

;-ark to whom I wish to make, becsuse I think it is 

but ~ro~er that I should ~ake it, SOllie reference. One 

is the su~e~intendeLt, r. M~~8field. I believe the 

.. -.ole of J. is rr.inistlY he has devoted to this ror1.. 

Time ~.nd a" ain he has been asked and urg e:l and by all 

arts of indu~erueLts tem~ted to go elsewhere and to 

do sOlliethino else, but he has steadfastly stuck to this 

.ork. He has ~iven his strent,;tl, his talent and his 

.;hole life to it, '::md 1:;y th,t devotion of hie it has 

become, to a very great extent, wt t it is tod~i and 

the other rerson to lhom I uish to refel' we 8.r e in­

debted beyond ~nd above anyone else in this buildinG, 

.ihieh is soon to be eomI=-leted,.rUe unflee.l ied end un eet1'ie.lle 

efforts in ir.iterestintj 1e011e in the ",01'1. of erectine;;, 

this buildin', and seculin~ funds for the urI-ose, undiBIIayed 
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by difficulties and by 01stacles, his efforts so rersist­

ent ~re the efforts to l~i0h this ~o~llnity, the Cit of 

t:ei! Y(11, and the r ti n, l.d it is .:'0 e·-trav8.u n:e to say 

the hole orld, ~re indebted for this gle~t and noble 

structure, the Ii e of 'hich I thill) loan s , y ,"i th e1'­

:ec t tru thfulnese is to be found no.rhel'e 81 se on the fe.ce 

of the ~lobe , "r. EdIlund Baylies. 

ED mrD L. BA rL:rF'S, ESc;,: I Hill detain you 

but a fe." minutes, but I have c. Vlol'd to B.y about t~le 

lishthouse to .. rer and 3. lord to say about the lork of 

the lI.stitute. 

Ir the £'iro:;t 12.oe, as to the to'"er itself, it 

'Novld Lot B tand here todrT as the merr.o ri cJ. fnL-,h v e ,~re 

dedicatingvle.J.e it . not fOI" the ork of t.~o societies; 

tle Se weL ' s Eenefi t S00iety, of T ioh riS6 Lev8rid u e is 

the President J and the A .eric"'n Scenic & HistOl'ic Pre­

serve.. ti cn Soc ie ty, of hieh l!r . Kunz is the FI'eai den t. 

These t.o eoci:.ties have I'~ised the Iloney whi:h has lliade 

it ~09Bi Ie to ~o~~lete this tower, ~nd ~ake it the me ~rial 

th t it is, and to those t7C sO:ieti 6 e 2re all deelly 

.... ::'ateful . 

You see that the flags are hun at hal:-me.st. 

They are tYlical of the event th"lt we cOltl1le..:Jor~te. This 

tablet befol'e you ill ne~~t -:eek 'te -la0ed B.t the ase 



of the to er J 80 th, t ~ll th'1.t r&SS in th:'s section of 

th e city rr,ay see it and I' ead th e 8 tory for :vhich it 

s t ar1l.is • hen the to', er i tEl elf ~ and its t·o incidel! ts 

of li~ht and tir..e ~i rin;, li Tht .. r.d tin!e vivir.0) they 

ba ve been so fully a,lluded to tho. t there i S Lothir~· 

roore to say :; out then .. They s e~.l for the .selvea , 

bu t they w ill be .ot only to the orld at 1801 ue tb· t 

sees heJo J 'uut to the lllen th t COIl.e to t:.is buil :ling. J a 

vi~ible si~n cf the tribute tl'k"tt this breat city !iGhes 

to lay to the oharacter of thOSe who so Bffi lYJ as h~s 

jU8 t beer. said., kne:1 how to die. The to BY will not 

always stand for s~dnesG. 

i lJ8 ::ir at in. I t ill stan J. for aueh tht ill help those 

.ho (;;lee it g"a t.hey go thl'cu ..... h tlle . orld. The 6 irit of 

the towar has etha}, 6 r:ot been more be~utifull:1 illustr?ted 

than in the li ttle 18tH'! 'hioh was :1'i tten cnly t.re days 

a~o, ?nd Ih i "'11 ':Vas 1 rin ted I ~irl" hL,h ou aD. have in 

but livin ~.nd thinkiTlE, and sl,eaking . 

ro,. , a short ,ord acout the buildinu , al thou h 

thftt is not st:ictly in connectioIl with what is takine, 

r-laca tod'y, but as you are all hel'e, I feel I .u-t J on 

behalf of the Buil'ir. SOIlI i ttee, tell y-:::u ho v l"'d Ire 

are , all of us, to see you J ani th t we hOl e that you 

Jill ILake this the first cf many other viBi ts to 



this Institute. It ~ill always welcome those who want 

to helr, t he sa ilor 1 ana there ,vi 11 "be ways in r.Lioh he 

oan be 1.el ad always, &n~ lone, dfteJ.' this builu.ing has 

been OFen€d. 

NON, the bul1u.ilJ5 itc.slf, as you ale here it 

would be a [i ty if you eli.]. not unJBrstani it sn(.t lock 
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oval' it e 11 t t le oefOl'e you [0 borne. It is only flnis'he 

in art. It 11111 tak another six weeks or two montLe 

to finial l it complet.=ly, but rou...:hly sf-eaking, if &ft c- r 

ttiA eel' mony you take tn_ e1eva.tors bthinu you, th 8 

t YO elevators) they will both selve to take you tc th3 

UP); e1 part of til e bui liing' J to the t UE:lftl s tcry, t:in 

the twelfth story co _tt..ins roon£! for t1 _ officers of 

ehips, the ~cr~ expeneive roores , ~hich 11] be rente.]. 

for fifty or sixty cente a nigbt, anJ on the e1~v-nth 

stOl'Y you will fin.i a ty-pica] floor 11k'? 1"111 t h~ f1oor8 

below it, ,11ch ie re8~rv~ d for the se'~En, the sailors 

of eve ry character of eervic.) ~ho will ray there for 

th~ir indi vidual .Locm} ·..,i t h th,,=:ir o'IVn liEht I their own 

beu.., thdr own chair) tl.t:ir' c.m little strip cf ea.l' r;et, 

tu~il' O\'Il tbblc, a p iv'3cy which they c l;;lnr.ot get on shi -

bosra, but ',vtich th.;y lvill ~et he r"'" in thiE' buil~inS'; ~n 

very fe\ other ~lac98J Rhioh they will get here and 

for .vr.icb .hey "ill 1-- Y tw~nty-fiv, c:.nts ni;:;ht. Above 

UB, tL~ e i_ht storiee abov~ Rh r~ you are Eittin3, ~le 

~11 t ken up nith sle~fin= t ccommo~8ti ns for t e men. 



The e is t:i Ioom for t It:ir irJstruct_ -n an...1. emus-n:: nt) 

n t ; tl.r :: fIeei's below ,ill be fwl tht:iJ. InUS er lo::nt 

roome, these you 't.ry 6e= B you 60 C. n, 

this .. l.:;vetor her~ un !,.y right r nd. .:.:.0 lown ....,1' "alk Jo,m 

It is only three fli_hts fron here to 

tl e ent11!lot.:: ..l.001. You Oin see th6l' .VI.:1 t 'Ie have plannel ) 

a". wtat in ~ f ~ short .\::I~kc:! 'i 11 be ol:..rr'ie.;. out. 

No 'I ) ther is just one in rtore I feel r 
-' 

ou ht te eo.y. I a ne t want you to thinl: th't my work 

is .ione or th t he wO.Lk of t: e p20ple of . 
71 York ie 

are) foJ.' it is n/ljj ' , T •• is buil ing as cost F- gre t 

Jeal to buill. It is lar er than wae ori-in lly 

cent dl. la te~ . It 8.S mO.r C!ost]· in every we y, but the 

grec.t el' part 0 f t 1 J mane r.as be 1. XI i e c'- • Th'3 buil'ing) 

','itL th\; h.nJ. ar i the fUl'nitulc; , ill cost a million -rll 

fif~1.I1\"'uSQli..i J.ollbl..rs, 'n of,that c:.ll eXC'3rt ebOl1t two 

hun lE.u. thousar.st (lOlla ',8 rae be-n raise. DuriI" th 

mo .th of boy, h_ rork that hae e~r 0 r' it:J on by t·J.t:: 

Eociety at 1 ftate Street, will be mov~d into the lobby 

part of the buil...lin~) but t, h~ upppr r.al't of the builJing 

nd the Ble_ in' PEJ.l.'t ana. tLe le'ler fart I.." f the buil ilJB 

:vher., the men ~ e ive n th e ir neals, tl .. oee 1;ID p;:rts cf 

the bui1 in<:.., .re IlOt to be c ... _nei until thie buil\...ln~ is 

fu lly paid. for. 
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I am unwilling, after havin,; sp nt 80 many 

years in trying to ~rir.g thie work to a successful 

conclusicn toj-opar~ize it at the eleventh hour by 

putting al'ounu its neck a millstone of debt, . ith 

an anrlual recurrent int~r~st charge. Of coures, it is 

s imph; m ough to go out lind borrow the money to pay for 

the balance of th":'s buil.:l.1ng, but I am unnilling to 10 

it. The City of Hew Ycrk is ~ble to provide tr.ie 

bui l-.iing for its seen ;;n, ard I kne v it {:ri 11 .... 0 80 J but it 

may take ue a few months more to complete the .... o:.ckttat 

is BO nearly completed now. If you all ill be my 

mess engers" as yeu go 0 t from t . i9 bu1l:.ir,; tl ... rcu3'l the 

City" to spank of it to your fri?n I will feel deeply 

irldebt ed to each one of you, and fe_l that I owe you, 

and each one of you, a debt of .leap pe reo!l _ grat i tude. 

( Ar p laue e . ) 

(Remain er ef e"ieatory services Lccor_iL to 

~> inte" "' rograrr.) 
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