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HERE IS A VERY PLEASANT WAY to make a contribution to our funds while 
actually spending money for your own needs. The Institute has been invited 
to share in the proceeds of Lewis & Conger's annual " Name-Your-Own-Charity 
Sale, " which lasts throughout the month of March. When you make purchases 
at their store, located at Sixth Avenue and 45th Street, please mention the 
Seamen's Church Institute of New York and we will rece ive from the store 
1 0"10 of the total amount you spent for your own needs . Please tell your 
friends about it. 
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1llllim! !. in t' PhM(} 
Th e Andrea Dorio decked out for her debut, 

Debut of the Andrea Doria 

P ROrDLY bearing the distinction of 
a transatl ant ic first: an "emerald

liled swimmin g pool" for each passenger 
cia s- a splendid blow Ior democracy
the S .5. Andrea Doria of the Ita li an Li ne 
arriyed here in all her luxuri ou maiden
ly splendor. 

She is the most beauteous Ita li an to 
grace our hores in twenty yea r!> and. 
holdin g court in lew York f OT a week. 
bedazzled visitors wi th her wonders. 
They gazed at paintin gs, peeked in to 
ta terooms and clambered over pre-fab· 

ricated bridges . Old Andrea Dori a hi m
elf, the great Genoe e Admiral , cou ld 

not have been mo re im pre sed. 

Worthy of the atomic age, she util izes 
a complete meteorological tation, an 

automatic depth ounding meler and an 
electronic eye \ hich gives her a \' i!'i ibilily 
of 40 miles under any condili ons. Her 
two groups of turbi nes and twi n 18-lon 
propell ers cul a 50,000 h .p. brin y swath . 
The A ndrea Doria's 30,000 ton repre· 
sent a ubstantial stride forwa rd in Ita ly's 
efforts to rebuild her merchant Reet. 
Boa ting a speed potenti al of over 25 
kn ots, the liner , which in minialure at
tracted so much awed atten tion at the 
SCI booth at the Motorboat Show, will 
be a Tew York·Medite rranean express. 

T he Andrea. Doria. combines her me· 
chanical effi ciency with overwhelmi nO' 
elegance. Even New Yorkers were im· 
pressed wi th her priva te promenade deck. 
reserved for dogs. Canine, howe\'e r, do 
not have a wimmin g pool. 



They Wait 

for Clues 

11\ the quiet file room of the In~titut e"::; 
:\li~sing Seamen's Bureau, slee l cahi

nets, stiff and tall , press thousand~ and 
thou~:tnds of human drama:; again~t one 
another in manila folders. These are the 
~ea r{"li records kept 011 mi~si ng seamen. 
Here in the dark of thi s long windowless 
room they wait for clue ', a nd the silence 
seems to ca rry an expectant, sympa theti c 
hum. 

Suddenly a key rallies loud and brillie 
in the lock and the door open" with a 
bun;t of li ght. A string is pulled and a 
li ght bulb jumps crazily to life . A finger
tip slides across the drawer labek e\ er 
more slowl y. IL sLopS abruptly at the 
"'J> " and lin ge rs do\\ n the ti er to the 
fir4 drawer of ··_vrs.' · With fat efu l cer
ta inly the drawer is pulled open. 

LYman in the drawer abo\'e had not 
come so close in three years. Perhaps 
Lyman himself doesn't care. but his 
fath er does. Lyman lefl home a~ soon a 
he looked old' enough to ship out. and 
O\'e r the years he never so much ao; sen t 
a card. Lyman\ mother is no\\ dead . 
and ~is father. a lthough he lived by him
se lf allyway, feels someho\\' a c l o~c r ti e 
with hi son . Chances are that Lyman 
\I ould wrile i[ he knew h ow things were. 
but the finger never stops on Lyman's 
folder berause there aren't any clues 
not si nee the Bureau's lell er came back 
from Ga lveslOn stamped "Add ressee l -n
kn oll"n ." ' For that lllaller, Lyman lllay be 
dead; a ft er all. he was shippi ng on lank
ers during the wa r. But of this there is 
no proof, so he stays pressed in hi~ fold er, 
a George Lnnan on one s ide. a man 
na med Lynn on Ihe olher. 

The file removed from the drawer be
low can be call ed that of Earl ?lIabbott. 
It is taken to the office of l\Ir -. Shirl ey 
Wessel, head o[ the :Yl i5s in g Seamen'~ 
Bureau al Ihe Institute. On her desk i" a 
nell' leIt er in the Mabboll ca -e. 

i\Iahbotl is a yo un g fellow \Iho prob
ablv decided on a Thur~dav that he 
wo~ ld go to sea, for it \I as on'a \Vedne,;
day thnt he thorou o-hly em harrassed him
,;e lf in a bil o( horseplay tha I cau:;ed a 
platform baggage truck to gel :;mashed 
by a freight Irain at the railroad station 
in hi :; home town. lL even made the 
paper:; in Akron . it \1 a:; so terribl e. Earl 
sneaked out of town and hi :; worried buI 
humilialed parents remarked 10 neigh
bors that he had go ne to spend the sum
mer with an uncle in Memphi,; - a~ he 
had aCluall y planned lo do. 

In two weeks the parents got a le lle r 
mailed from ;\ew York sayin g that he 
was go ing LO ship out to sea and nol 10 
worry. The fath er's altitude was --LeI 
hi III go. Maybe he-Il grow up . ?lIaybe 
they' ll make a man of him." But the 
mother was wo rried. Although Earl cou ld 
pass for twent y-one or twenty-two , he 
was only seventeen after al l. She kne\1 
he was doing what he was doing because 
of shame_ and she fell it would be beller 
for him in Ihe long run to come home 
and face hi s littl e embarrassment thall 
to dislocate his whole life because of it. 

Desperate as the summer ended a nd 
the time drew near for Earl to "come 
back fr om Memphis:' the mother asked 
the Seamen's Church In stitute for help . 
A fi Ie \1 as establi shed on Earl. and i I 
grew fat as inquiri es "ent out by ~ Ir" . 
\Ve:;::;e l's o/1iee were a nswered by sea
men's clubs and agencie. , shipping COnl 
panies and unions, and port of embark
ation officers. 

The leIter presen tl y on :\frs. Wessel's 
desk is a confi rmatiol1 from a coaslal 
shippin g finn that Ea rl YInbbol is on 
one of their vessels . The ship will clock 
al Balt.imore Lomorrow and in Xew York 
two days laLer. When his ship tou che~ 
Baltimore. he will be told to (;ontac t the 
?lIissin o- Seamen"; Bureau of Ihe Sea-

men's Ch urch In ,,;t ilute up on hi , an'intl 
in l\ew York. \"X 'hen he does ~o_ T\Ir~ . 
We!'sel \I·ill. wilh skill and oelicac)'. help 
him to sun'ey hi s si luation wilh an eye 
10 pulling hi s mother at ease and gellin g 
himseJ[ off the hook. A fell' l e rror~ \I ill 
shrink to their proper ",ize and ce rtain 
consi deratio ns will come more sha rpl y 
into focus. In all probability Ea rl will 
make a trip home be [ore he ship:; oul 
again - if he ooe!' ship out aga in . 

IllustratiYe o f the work of the Bureau. 
Earl's case is not quite like any other. 
~Irs . Wessel finds each to be a separale 
problem. They may seem si mil a r, as fin
gerprint;:; 00. yel each is a diITerent bleno 
of Ihe man y forces and in/1uence" Ihat 
Ilork Lo shape human destinie . 

Hardl y eyer are these case,; the result 
of simple mischance: a man does nol 
become separated from hi s famil y and 
fri ends in Ihe same accidental. rarele;;s 
Ila\' in \Ih ich he loses Irack of his [ou n
tai;1 pen or hi s pocket ("omb. l ' "uall y Ihe 
~eama n ha" first los t hi s deiiire 10 keep 
in louch wi I h hi s people_ ei the r hecauoc 
of unpleasa nt memori es or because ill 
Ihe rush of present expe ri ences he see llls 
10 find ready ::, uh ,.. litul e!; fo r th o;;e he h<1.; 
le fl behind . ' 

Since it is not running a simple lo"t 
and found department. the Bureau mu :< t 
lemper the . ea rch techniques of a detee
li\'e agency with th e in sigh t and tad o f 
a dome"li e rela li ons courl. ny a '; lralegic 

que~lioning o( Ih o::;e inlerested in loca t
in g the seama n. l\Irs. \Ve"se l and her ,.; laFf 
ran o[t en not onl y di ,;co \'er \'aluab le clue" 
to hi s po,.;s ibl e w hereabo ul ~. but can al"o 
freq uen lly eslabli "h the moti\'e ullde rly
in g the man'" di;;appearanc~. Thi " i" im
portanl 10 kn Oll" . if the Bureau is to ap
proach hi III effecI i\'el y when co nl act is 
eslah l i~hed. This contac t is often made 
by lell er and it is impernt ive Jor the 
Rureau to demonstrate Ihat it ha ,; "Ollle
th .ing to oiTer in Ihe \1 ay o f under::; tand 
inf! and good sense thal will help Ihe 
,eama n settle hi s problem. Once a miln 
is assured that he i:,n't go in g to he -' rail
roaded around" by Ihi" Bureau tha I ha;.; 
:; lI(ldenl y butleo into hi , life. he usuall y 
welcome,; the oppo rlunil y to lalk O\'er 
hi , problem with someone \1 ho ~eel11S 10 
kno\\" something al out it. 

From thi s point on il 's a 001 nhill pull. 
fo r ~ilualions ha\"e a way of soundin g 
diITerenl when yo u lalk aloud aboul them 
10 ano ther person . You begin 10 hrar 
\'our :<e lf a~ other:, hea r yo u. ane! rO ll L1 SU

;111y modify yo ur position some\lhat. 
Suddeilly openin gs begin to appear. open
ill gs Ihal just weren't there before_ open
in g~ Ihat oIten lead the \I ay ou t o f a 
stal ema te. 

Ho we\·er. not all of these session::' co n
elude wilh Ihe seaman resumin g hi s li e" 
II ilh tho -e \I-ho seek to find him. A Ihor 
OLll!h ill\'estigation ha:: in ce rta in ca. e" 
prom pted the Bureau to agree wilh Ih e 

,'eaman Ihat he ough t lo ;:; ta y 
10O'L - thaI he i" well rid of 
Ihose \\'ho reaeh out for him 
from tbe pa~1. 

Mrs . Wesse l, head of the Missing Seamen's Bureau, which has 
located 10,000 me n since it was founded during World War I. 

By Ihi s ~ h\lllnill g of rul e
o f-thumb procedure th e Bu
reau ha;: as"isted Ih o\l :~alld" 
of seamell a~ Ih ey made deci
"ions that \Iere u~ua lly major 
ones in Ihei r liyes. Perhap" 
Ihe he!:'1 e\' idence lha t right 
ha, heen serwd is tllf' (acl 
Ih a l \-irtualh- all of Ihe,",f' mel! 
mainlain a la" ling ('Ollta\"! 
wilh the Bureau . They :'. lop 
by aga in and again , a~ i f to 
, hare their happin ess II ilh 
Ih o. e II ho helped to n eate it. 
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Why I Go to Sea 
By Irving B. Benton 

F II{ ST : restle:i~ne,;;;. Xo. J'm not chas
in g rainiJo\ s, fo r I have found th e 

pot of ~o ld . Do you men ti on Abadan. 
land of oi l a nd hea t, on the E uplnate" 
with i t~ I erda nt fig trees on the Iraq side 
and th e lIildem ess on the Iran ian front
age? Here on the Persian Culi will he 
dust ,; to rms, white fine chokin g salld : 
ancl on I he Arabian s ide, I{as Lanum, 
lancl rul ed by Kin g Iben Saud . abso luLe 
monarth wilh ol'e r one hundred wive '
land of uil and cruelt y, where (or petty 
the ft the culprit loses hi s ri ght hand 
I hi ch j, displayed in th e publi c squur 
as all'u rnin g. 

Co ntinuing on our journey, we pa::i ' 
throu gh th e Hed Sea. land o f the Bible 
and \11. Si llai. From th ere through the 
S uez in Egyp t, where the "than ges fo r 
chan ges" trade r:; would muke Ali Baba';; 
"an/! look like genll emen. Or let us go 
~n to I ta I r: \' aples, a ce::ispoo l by reason 
o( un employment ; Vesuvius, aL whose 
foot sleeps the "Buri ed Cit y" Pompeii; 
where we see the smokin g Stromboli and 
," is il th e Eternal Cit y. From the re on La 
the Africlln sh o re a nd to th e beautiful 
ciLy o f Bone in French Algeria. We pause 
at Gibraltar, the :·Rock"· guardian o f 
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th e ~VleditelTanean. We reach England, 
CTloomy und austere and go on to un
happy Germa ny and then to li ght-hea rted , 
vibrant France. 

Now let u ' CTo to South America, to 
CO I'ena , Coll1~lbia, where the trail i:< 
~o r ou" h we must ride horse back. On . r 
to la nds with more revo lutions th an a 
ship' s propelle r. Then we a re.i n Panama, 
where the mechanie-al " mules" pull us 
thro u CTh the locks of the ca nal. And nOli 
we a r~ in J apan, land of ene r geti c little 
men and lady stevedores . My Nippo~lese 
fri end in Kobe hold my hand whIle I 
wait for th e last "Liberty Boat" before 
we sa il. Japan: land of fra il beauty. Final· 
ly, Vancoul'er and then th e . S. Yes, 
here is one reaso n \ hy I CTO to sea
romance, glamour und adventure. 

Seco nd: dan ger. Cha:ied by a gub, 
ridin CT walers infested \\ ith mines, load-

b . • 
ed with CTasoline o r tran portJl1g muni-
ti ons, jm~obilized in the Bay of Fundy 
at 10 degrees below zero. where Ihe mud 
hooks won't hit bottom und th e little 
" Iake r" r oll " and jJi t(" hes and the pota
toes wash up and down the co mpani o ll ' 
way and the mes ' room Ooor is a sea 
of glass. SUCTar. pickle"' and what not. Or 
racin o- for po rt with a hol e in our boLtom 
after t">tryin o- to sa il over . th e Aleutian 
l{eeC;;. Or the ·to rms: willd a t 100 mil e 
an h our in the Caribbean, and in Lhe 
~ I am and pit ch a nd to s yo u don't sleep . 
Or ridin g out the h eavy seas in the ~orth 
Atlantic, the eternal fog and the, hi stle 
"o il1 CT e\"ery three minute ' . At "uch time ' r c u ~~e th e 'ea and :;wear that if [ see 
'land I will neye r CTO back. Yet one m on th 
later find me back. fo r such is human 
peJ"I"ersity. Yes, I ao to sea because [ like 
danger ' J I ike to pi t m y puny strength 
aga in ::; t the element;; - to tuk e a chance . 

Third: spiritual. Come. stand on Lhe 
fan"tail of a g rea t ship in the vastnes of 
the ocean a nd watth the un sink below 
the hori zo n . A sense of loneliness per· 
vades one. yet I am not alone for I talk 

(Cufllillll ed 011 p{/~t' 11 ) 

A Second 'Jonah and the 
Whale' Legend 

DEaf the Ih ings thai has a lway " fa -
cina ted landsmen and sa ilors alike 

ha ' been the quality of th e unknown that 
still surrounds the sea . Even with the ad
I ent of th e va ri ous scien tific devices 
which claim to probe the ve ry depths of 
the sea there have a lways been, and per
hap ' a lways will be, certain question 
about the sea that ca nn ot be answered. 

Since the days when the earl y seamen 
went down to the sea in vessels that were 
just sli ghtl y larger thall a present-da y 
lifeboa t. Ihe real o r imagined monsters 
of the deep have been subjects of di scus
sion a nd spec ulati on by both sai lors and 
landsmen . 

Speculation about how a man wo uld 
[are in relation to one of the e monsters 
is a to pi tha t has appealed to m an's 
imagina ti on, and has been purred by 
the Biblical s tory of J onah a nd th e whale. 
T he size of these ocean go li ath has made 
man wonder whether he could actuall y 
live within thei r bodies. 

However, there is one ca e on com
paratively recent records that would serve 
to keep alive these di cussions. The cen, 
tral1i.gure in the drama was an unknown 
whale r, J ames Bartley. 

Bartley was a crewman on a typi cal 
nill eteenth century whaler, the Star 0/ 
the East . He was servi ng aboard her in 
th e year 1891 when the event that caused 
the en tire world to wonder, took place. 

At the time, the Star 0/ the East wa 
earching the South Atlantic for the valu

able blubber and whale o il. Her lookout 
up on the mast ighted th e large rounded 
I lack back of a whale breaking the ur
face of the sea off the Falkland Island " 
and hurri ed preparations were made for 
the a ttack. 

As the Star 0/ the East got closer, th e 
crew determined that they were closing 
on a Cachalot Whale, the la r ge t type in 
the lI'hal e famil y, and that thi s particular 
whale wa a g iant among gian ts . The 
hulking back looked more like a fa ir-

(Con tinued on Page 11 ) 
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FLEETS UP - TRADE DOWN 

\~ 'hil e 1952 proled to be an unpropi
tious year [or ship!Jin g the Il' orld oyer, 
the drop 1I<1S not reAeded in Lonnage re
dud ion. On the co ntra ry, buildin g \las 
hi gh throughout th ~ year as nation,; con
tinued Lo seek equilibrium with pre-war 
condiLi ons. The Western Hemi sphere_ 
~o re l y hit b~' the decline in commerce in 
1952. nO\l' find s ibelf caught up with 
post·\\ ar expan ~ ion plans and is currenL
Iy cOIl l:erned \I i Lh ho\\ to keep her e:- tab
I i"hed f1 ee t ~ in action. 

The LaLin-Ameri ca n fl eets, of cour~e, 
il'e re children of the war \I hen tho~e na
tion s could find no foreign ve::;oels to 
ca rry their good~; howel'er, in continu
in g their build-up to the end of ] 952, 
thev have sen -ed noti ce of their intent 
to enter the co mpetiti on of world trarTi c 
un a perman ent bas i ~ . 

Spinnin g the globe around , one find s 
th at Ja pan is second Lo none in relaLi ve 
fl eeL expan :;ion since the war. F rom a 
pre-war sta tu - o( Lhird lar IYes t, Lo no 
~LaLu s a t all-she boun ced back to eighLh 
pl ace in 1952. Before the war Japan car
ri ed 60 per cenL ollhe goods to and fr om 
her ports. At the c:i o -e of last year ~h e 
'ould boa. t a gain 01 35 per cenl'. 

o marked has been the r ec-o l'erv of 
Japan's shippin a IhaL her shipya rd 5 1~ ayc 
even been im-esLi ga Lin g the possibility o[ 
a ll s ll'erin g requ e~ L s fo r warship fro m 
Braz il. Burma and Paki sLan , in addiLi on 
to rebuildin ll her own crippled nal')'. 

TRAMP COMMITTEE REPLACED 

Th e CommiLLee For the PromoLi on of 
Tramp Shippin g LTnder the Ameri ca n 
Flag. headed by F. Riker Clark. ha ' 
l' han f!ed iLse l£ into a permanenL organi
zati on II iLh a ne\\ name. As th e Ameri can 
Tramp Sbjpo\\ners Associa Li on, Ihe ersL
while CommiLLee will ex pand its opera
tion ..; Ihe hell er to \l ork for governmenL 
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ass i:; tance and recoglliLi on of th e Tramp 
fl eeL a~ a source of emergency aid to Lh e 
na tion. The fit-- L iLem of business on Lhe 
agenda , of course, will be the effort Lo 
convin ce the ' avy's :\filiLa ry Sea Trans
porLa Li on Sen 'ice Lo up it s daily raLe fr om 
$1.475 a da y Lo a minimum of $1.600. 
'i' hi efTort I~;as ca rri ed on durin g the lasL 
Con gress ional essjon and will be rel'il ed 
l' i O'orou ~l y as the Congress of the new 
admini SLrati on Lakes ol er. 

RABBITS UNLUCKY? 

An Engli sh ma o-azine, Th e Messenger, 
noted in a recent articl e on superstition :; 
Lh a l " RabbiL ~ are anathema Lo fi shermen, 
and even the use of the word is ~aid to 
brin g bad lu ck. I f they are spoken of aL 
all. Lhey are referred Lo a,' ' [our-I egger,,' 
or ' Lhose furr y Lhin gs.' It has el-en been 
kno wn l or one fl sherman to prel'enL an
oLher from aoing to sea by aeltin {! 'ome
one to lI' ave a rabbiL-skin to hi 5 riya l as 
he pa 'sed the pi er-head. The rec ipi e;'l of 
thi solemn warnin g immedi a tely up
helmed and return ed to barbou r." 

THE LOO!( OL-T would like to inquire 
of its readers I hether 01' not Lh ey have 
mel VI ith a 'jmila r 'uJ)er- LiLi on ~mo ll g 
Ame ri ca n fi shermen. 

MIXED BLESSING 

While the :'II c-Ca rran Law h a~ proved 
o fTensil e to man y ul ien seamen on ho i h 
foreign and Ameri c-a n fla g ship ~ ent er
in g our porLs, one fea Lur<: 01 iL ha:< s(" n ed 
Lo expedit e the na lura li za Li on of th ose 
_eamen I\ho desire Amer ica n ciLizenship . 
LTnder Ihe '\lcCa rran La ll'. ali en ~eamen 
\\'ho hal e servecl aboa rd A meri c-aJ1 ves
~e l ~ fo r aL lea:;L five )'ea r~ ma )' pf' titi on 
for naLurali zati on by filin g appli ('ati on 
be fore the end of 195;). 

The Jarge number oJ ~eamen lhe In ;; li
tule has helped wiLh theiT appli ca ti ons 

to daLe i ndi cate,; that 1953 \I' ill be a 
"boom year" for na turalizalion. Man y 
of Lhese seamen, who oft en find it dirTi
cult lo reconstrucL Lheir shipping hislo
ri es with the ac:curacy required by the 
law. enli ,' L the experi enced help of the 
Per onal Servi ces Department in yerify 
in g dates and in securin g the documenl s 
and a ffid aviLs needed to supporl their 
appli cations, 

MORE RED TAPE 

AnoLher seL of Li ghtenin g ecuriL}' re
sLri clions, Lhese gO"ernin g ships moyin g 
in the P anama Can al Zone. has been an
noun ced bv J. S. Seybold. Coyernor of 
Lh e Can al Zone. l ' nder the new regula
ti ons_ capt::rins o[ ye;<sels mlU fonl ard 
10 Canal Zone aULhoriti es a complete rec
ord o[ Iheir moyemenLs Lhree monLhs 
prior Lo enterin g the area. The inlorma
ti on must arrive -18 hours before Ihe 
I'e,;sel and must include such data on 
passe ngers a" name_ se:-.. age, co lor, na 
lionalit y. porL of embarkaLion and final 
desLination s, those deba rkin g in Lh e 
Canal Zone and Lh ose pass in gV throu gh. 
:\Iore complete informalion must be _ub
milLed 011 the eTe\\ , and the ('aqro must 
a lso be described. 

Already ranklin g under Ihe l\IcCanan 
A(· t regula ti ons. one foreign-fl ag oper
aLor commenLed tha t the nell- Ca na l Zone 
pr ovi ~ i on \I ould ha l-e -' the _ ame adverse 
e rIeeL on ::;hippin g." Th e offi cial , who 
preferred Lo rema in nameles" wenL on to 
5H)' Ihatit was ('o nLra ry to efforL S of mem
ber nati on:; of the Marshall Plan wbi ch 
ha been work.in g for Lrade liberali zati on 
"lIiLh . the express bl e~sin g of the 
l -nit ed S tates." 

Some Ameri can "hi i' offi ciah e"pressed 
~ imil a r 'entimenl s poinlin g Lo the al
ready hea l'y burden of paper II'o rk whi ch 
ca nnoL but be lI orsened in compl yin g 
\I ith the Can al Zone re,!!ul ati ons. 

FRENCH LINE MOVES 

INTO SECOND PLACE 

An el'idence of remarkable p o~ L - 1I a r 
recovery_ the French line has rega ined 
-ec-ond place in the number o[ passenge r:; 
ca rri ed back and forLh aero:;:; the \ orll1 
AtlanLi c, fn Iad , as reported by Jean 
Mari e. president of the French Lin e_ Lhe 
merchant Aeet 01 France operate,; 1'18 
ships toda y, a gain of 118 I' es,;e l~ over 
Lhe pre-wa r number. 

A maj or seLback to the 1952 reco rd 
\I a~ th e cripplin g 01 the Flandre, luxury 
passen ger ve"sel, on the morn of ils dehut 
in Ae'" York's harbor la t fall. The 
Flandre j" due lor a reinlrodu ·ti on in 
April. 

UNDERSEA PHOTOGRAPHY 

Bli ssfull y un ware, colorful deni zen,; 
of the deep are currenLl y ha"in l! their 
portrait s tuken Lh ese ni ghLs off the 
Florida Keys, a. the Nati ona l Ceoll raphi c 
Society-s new -teel " aqua -cope" tran:;
porL s 111'0 phoLographers and assorted 
pOlI' erFul Hash bulbs at depths fr om 50 
Lo ]00 feet below the surface of the sea. 

The aquascope. a seve il-Ioo l lank fiLted 
II iLh \I ide plasti c windows for mu:-.imum 
,·is;bi]iL )'. makes possibl e the photograph
in g of marin e life around the clock. Look
in g like a gianL elongated fish it selF, Ihe 
aquascope will be able to blend well \lilh 
it · surroundin gs. reLurnin g air Lo the 
,;urface Lhrough an air 110se raLh er Ihan 
in Ihe LellL ale form of buhbles_ and usiJl !!: 
powerful hi gh volLage li ghts Iha t na. il 
fo r mere spliL ~eco nds, 

Prone through the ni o-ht on a ir mat 
tre;;"e~ \I ithin the narrow confin e,; of th e 
fi sh-like tank. phoLographers mll ~ L fee l a 
liLLi e like Jonah in an up-Lo-daLe "p ic
Lure-windowed" IIha le. For an acco unt 
of a man bein ll swa ll owed by a \I·hale. 
~ee page 5. 
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The above pho to, taken aboard the Roanoke in 1904, seems to capture the fadi ng glary 
and spirit of the sailing ship era. 

Sea Shanties: A Voice from the Past 

"IT IS sometimes difficult for old sai-
lors like myself to realize that these 

fine shan t,· tune -so fascinating to the 
mu ician. 'and which no sai lor can hear 
\\'ithout emoti on-died out with the sail· 
ing ye:-~el. and now belong to a chapter 
of maritime history that i definitely 
closed. Thev will never more be beard on 
the fa ce of 'the waters. but it is , ell that 
they shou ld be prese~ved with reyerent 
care, as befi ts a legacy from the genera, 
tion of ,eamen lhal c-ame to an end with 
the statelY yessels they manned with 
such sk ill and resource ." 

This \ya, written in 1921 in the fore, 
word to a collect ion o[ Engli h , ea songs . 
With the resurgence of intere L in shun
ties and folk song- in genera l that ha-
ubsequent ly occurred, some reluctance 

has ari::.en to accept wch taLement as 
true. Howe,·er. what the modern day en, 
thu jast forgets is that our knowledge of 
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shan ti e" today is derived almost wholly 
from the portfolios of co llectors, from a 
'ort of musical limbo. The " tradition" of 
the traditional sea song was clearly bro
ken with the advent of team and lhe 
donkey ena-ine. Steam sang it own song, 
and the sailor stood mutely by, li stening 
to the russ and clank of the machines that 
did his work. lostalgic old lack Tar con
tinued to in g in the waterfront tavern s. 
but the steam sai lor who had neyer walk, 
ed a capstan or hoi "ted a fore, heet co uld· 
n't keep the beat right, neither co uld he 
remember the yerses containi ng terms 
and expre sions no longer in u e. Cer, 
ta inl y, ea songs a re s till ung today, but 
i [ th o··e who in g them are sai lors, it i. 
only coinciden tal. If a sa ilor sings them 
well. that too is co incidental, for he has 
little in hi " work to season his rendi
tion" any more than has a carpen ter or 
a bartender. 

A ~han t y (a lso spelled chanty) is a 
\\ ork ong used by sailor to get unison 
in their effort while performing some 
heavy task aboard ship. There were 
many oJ these and shanties. e rved a very 
real and necessary purpose. 

Ship o\\ner " and captains recognized 
the power of ong, and they placed a pre
mium upon having a good shantyman 
with a pretty wit; his importance cou ld 
hardly be o"erestimated and he was a 
prideged Jllan aboard ship, being ex
cused fr om a ll work ' ave li ght or odd 
jobs. His function, briefly. wa to sing 
while the other worked. Strangly, thi s 
did not make him the most unpopula~· 
Illan aboard. On the con trary. Not only 
did the shan tyman make it ea ier for the 
crew to stay together in what they were 
doing, but by hi ' adept improvising of 
yerses to\\'hich the men could sing the 
chorus, the shan lyman also did much to 
keep their minds off the aching boredom 
of the task at hand . Boredom undermine
efficiency in its own way, so lhe captai n 
usually gave the shantyman 's wit free 
play despite the fact that unsavory allu
sions to the sh ip's officers were usuall y 
the verses that drew the lu tie 1 choruse 
from the crew, 

In TlCO Years Before the Mast , Charle 
Dana declare ' : "A song is as necessary 
to sailors as the drum and fife to a sol
dier. They must pull tocrether a - soldiers 
must ,,;tep in time, and they can't pull in 
time, or pull with a wi ll. without it. Many 
a time, when a Lhing goes heavy, one 
fellow yo,ho-ing a lively song, like 'Heave 
to the Girls!, ' 'Nancy, 01; 'Jack Cross
tree,' 'Cheer' ly Men,' ha- put life and 
strength into every arm."' 

Shanti e~ may be di\' ided roughly into 
two clas es, according to their use. The 
fir t Cla~s are hauling shan ties and the 
second are windlass and capstan. Cap, 
stan shan tie are readily di tinguishable 
by their mu ic. A a rule. both tune and 
l·horus were longer than th ose of the 
hau ling ,hanty and there was a much 
greater varieLY of rhythm. "Bound for 
the Rio Grande." "Johnny Come Down 
to Hila," "Lowlands'" "Sall y Brown" 
" Shenandoa h" and ""("hat Shall We Do 

with the Drunken Sai lor" are a ll exam, 
pies of ongs used for windla. ' and cap
stan work . 

Haulin g shan ti es were ung while 
hoisling and furling sa il::;. Long haul 
shanti es such as "Reuben Hanzo" were 
used when beginning to hoist the 'ails, 
when the gear would naturally be sin ·k 
and easy to manipulate. The long haul 
son~ had two short choruses with a dou, 
ble pull in each, while the short haul 
;;;han ty had only one shorl horus tha t 
ended with one very trong pull. A ~hor t 
haul shanty such as "Haul A, ay. Joe'" 
was used in "sweating,up" - gett in g the 
gear tau t and 'hip-shape once the sa ils 
were fully hoisted. 

For ha ulin g sha n Li es the slwntyman 
took any position near the workers . Whi le 
leading cap tan song he sometimes sat 
on the cap Lan itself. but more usually 
assumed a position on or against Lhe 
knightheads. Hi intention wa' to make 
him "elf heard by the group he \\U S \\ o rk 
ing with; indeed certain of the verse" 
warranted caution in controlling the vol
ume of his voice so that he would be 
heard only by those near at hand. The 

A hauling shanty made the pull easier. 

(Col/ IiI/li ed UII Page II I 
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(' h o ru ~ . on the other hand. was lifted 
hi gh for all the world to hear, and it is 
nOLe\l'orth y tha t the sa ilors' sense of pro· 
priety kepL the ('horus free of Lhin gs 
('oa rs' and ribald thaL mi gbt huve drifled 
anos" the water to the gentler ea rs 
a~hore. By the time each chorus lI'a nn
i ~ h ed_ the Ililly shantyman would have 
thou)!bt up a new l'Crse. one having per· 
haps no relel'U1Ke at all Lo the prel·iotl . 
I ·e r~e . 

The que,;t ion has been rai~ed as La \I hy 
there Ilag so mu ch l e~s continuity and 
"tory tellin g in shanti es tJlan in other 
types of folk :;ong. The answer i" tha t 
the shunt y had quite a niITerent fun ction 
to perform. Few peo ple realize II·hal 
\l eighin f! anchor mean t in the da y~ of 
, ailinl! ~ hil' ~' It \las not a matter of min
utes and a good song. LL I as often a 
malter of hours. three and four hours. 
ulili zin g many songs eaeh II ith countle:;~ 
Yer:;:es. The modern anchor by no means 
dll'arf::; that u;;ed on a sa ilin g ship. Sai l· 
ing "hips were lall and their ri gg in g
caughl a 10l oJ wind . With ou t powe r lhey 
\I'ere dril'en ag round and II recked in the 
surf if the anchor fail en to hold them. 
For . afety·s ;:ake anchorages were mude 
far out and there \\a;: a I! reat length of 

chain to he Il ound Ul' euch time: it touk 
fromlll'o lo four trips uround the caps lan 
to bring in one link. l'nlike a ballan 
which tells a imple story. the caps tan 
~hantY had Lo be almo~t endles;;. \\ ilh a 
"'Hiel), and imagination thal ('o uld re
li e"e boredom. 

So the shanlY was a \ ery "pe('ial hreen 
of song. as the sai lor' 5 \\'ork wa" a Yen ' 
"pec ial kino. \rhen the ~a ilin /T ~ h i Jl le ft 
Ihe !'ea~ . ~o did the cap::<tan alld tl1(' 
shantyman. They " ere \'ictims of an arl · 
I'anc'in g technology Lh at. ashore. had al
ready di spo sessed the music of many 
other trade5. A man'" ~ in gin g hecame
usele -s to him5elf and di~lLlrbing to the 
man II ho \I orked ne.'\ t to him. People 
adopted t he sen"ele~" rh ~· t hm~ () f t hei r 
machin e::: and work ~o n g" he('ame a dead 
lanl!uage. 

Here and there song-ca t ('her~ Il ere at 
Il ork. musicia ns anxious to I'r e~e l'\ f' 
"pecimens purely on the ha ,; i ~ of t hei r 
<uti _ti c ndue. Had it not 1 een fM the 
efTorls of the,;e collector:;;. alert to un im
pendin g cullural loss. lI e would todaY 
ha"e hardl y an\' knOll led!!e o[ the haunt· 
tin l! tunes 'and' rich poetry lhat rlriUen 
out anos,; the II aIe l' in those \ aun ted 
cla)'~ of iron men and \I ooden ;:hip:, . 

- Tom Brw h 

Seamen in port in 1910 'inging , ong' that hod outlived their use fulness at 'ea . 
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I r:olll inll, ·d frum PUKe I J 

II ith th e Creator of all things and meet 
\1' iLh the grea t men of the past. There 
lIell" lip in. me a sp iritual feelin g and 1 
hre£lthe a sd nt prayer. 

"Jeholah. Cod. Allah. Ililh ill Y fu ce La 
the Ea~ t. prostrat e beneath a "i':.po inted 
stu r and with m" hands on the Chri ::; tian 
Cro~>, I IJeseecl; Thee La comfort. help 
and gU Ide our troubled nations and grant 
to each and ull of us freedom from 
p: reecl and lu st and )! i\ e us thal peace 

which I nOli hUI'e fou nd . Amen." 
For I am a man much traveled and 

have come to lo\ e mv fell o\\' man. Ye=<o 
thi " i,: anOLher 1'e""ol; II hy I go to ,;ea. 

AlJd mayhap in :<o me nol too distanl 
future 1 sha ll I)e ('oml11 ill d lo the deep. 
where I lIill Ilalk Ilith Him Ilho calmed 
the tempest. and L shall knoll' all things. 
J \I' ill be happy becau-e 1 played a man'~ 
game; lIl a,; a ~a il or. 1 did not Il elch . ami 
1 rest in the :'ea 1 lo\·e. . 

A SECOND JONAH AND THE WHALE LEGEND 
I COlllillu ed from Page 51 
,ized i~lund there in the sea. and when 
the mon:,;ter sJlouted. the fountain of 
\I ater thut ~ltot skYII urd re~embled a 
large /!,eyser. 

. As the vessel app roached . a heay)' -ea 
hll. and Bartley \\'as washed o\'er lhe 
~ id e. He didn ' t reap pea r on the surface, 
and after makin g it quick circle. Lh e Slar 
of Ih p fa st continued lo ;: lalk the hu ge 
II hal e. Her boaL~ closed in on Lhe mon
:; ter, on ly to have him ael al-laY time 
after time. O . 

A harpoon hil him. but he Illuna rred 
to break away again. I· inall y. some ho~rs 
after their initial try. the whal wa 
~ill ed and lowed to tlie -ide of the ·hip. 
fhe can'as " as lied Lo tbe side. and then 
the work began in earnest. 

\'ri eldin g lon g-handled kniye,;. with 
hlade" ahout til a fee t long. the men 
walked along the back of the dead 1110n· 
ster. ('ullin f! the hide and blubber olf in 
" trip~ that were hoi:; ted aboard the ship 
hI' hem \- tackl e. 

. :\fore'time vl enl b\- as Lh e JW "e \vhalc 
1 I 

- t' 
\I (\" ~ OIl )' (' ut in :< trips. Then the ::; tOI11' 
ac h of the \I hale II as cUl oul and hoisted 
t ) th e :::hip· · deck. 

s the hoist \\a:; II inging Lh e \I hale': 
~ t ol11ach oyer the side of lb e ;;h i p, I he 
('I' \I members nOli ced th at lhere lIa -' 
"omC' thin ll' large in -ide. Originally. il had 
heen ::'lI' un g aboard ::'0 tha t it co uld be 
sea rched for amberl! ri s. the 'ubstan ce 
fo und inside the stomach at Limes and 
whi ch is wO rlh it s \leight in go ld. 

\ 0 11 . hO\l'e\·e r. the erell' , lo\ll r and 
('are full ), sli('cd open the slomach.'heing 

l e ry ca reful not to cut II'hate\er \la~ in
side. \ hen they finally go t th e tomac·h 
open, Lh ere. insi de, \\ as a man ! 

H is knees II ere pressed up againsl hi~ 
chest. and hi s whole body bad been 
for ced inlo a I) all by th e cramped pace 
inside the slomach. 

The man \1 a . James Ba rLle)' . 
He Ila uIH.:onsc ious, but slill alive. 

and \I as qui ckl y carri ed to a bunk and 
g}yen I~ hal medical atlention was pos
"Ihle wllh the small store of medi cin e 
<1\'a il ab le aboard the \'e " e1. 

A 'cording La the slatemenls of lhe 
crew. Bartley slayed un eonsc i u for II'ell 
oyer a day afler he was cut from inside 
the whale" stomach. When he finally did 
regain consciousness, he remembered 
I'ery little of whal had happened to him 
after he had l)een washed ol'e r the 'ide 
of the I(lr 0 / Ihe East. 

The onl y thin g Lhal he remembered. 
a co rdin g to I he repo rls handed down . 
II as "o in g o\'er the side, and then . !:'hor t
ly aIter thaL being suddenly wrapped in 
a !'o r~ of oft. ~lll ~h y su b lance thal kept 
pre 'sl ng on hll11 from all s ides. He re
membered tryin g hard to breathe. and 
gettin g almo l no ai r, and lhen he 
pa:;;,;ed ouL. 

. When the Slar 0/ lit e fast pul back 
.Il1lo porl, Bartley becume a !iO rt of inter
nati onal hero, a ~econ d J onah. But ' hart· 
ly aflerwards, he Wll ompleLely {orgo t
ten. so om pleLely tha t the records do noL 
indi ca te whal happened to him afler bis 
grea t ad l·en lu re. - S'd!,"'rJ Log 
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Book Briefs 

SEA FEVER 

By A. H. Rasmussen 
Thomos Y. Crowell Compa ny, $3.00 

A true account of one man 's lifetim e IOl e 
a ffair with the ea, this is an enjoyable yarn , 
engagingly written. T he thrill s and the heart· 
acbe of a sa ilin g I'e se l's duel with the ele· 
ments in far-ofT (' Iimes ure described with spirit 
and good humor. 

It also relates the sa d tale of the comin g of 
the modern steamship, "hkh so unded the 
deathkne ll of the p roud and heautiful sail· 
ing shi ps. ;\lAf~ TUKE 

THE BEAUTIFUL SHIP 

By John B. Prescott 
Longmans, Green & Co., $2 .50 

The jacket , ays this i a story "uo; clea n and 
Rtimu la ting as the la ke water; it \, ill speak to 
all that is fin e and manly in eve ry boy wh o 
rea ds it." 

P erhaps that best desc ribes the mot il·ation 
of thi unpretenti ous little story of a youn g 
fisherman beset by un avory villa ins, in the 
I est juvenile adventure tradition. Unfortu nate
ly, the " Beaut iful hip" and the sea are no 
more than ba ckdrops for Eric and the ba d men. 

1\1. S. 

THE PARTISANS 

By Fred Kraav 
Vo ntoge Press, Inc., $3.75 

Written hy a man with a deep, abiding hatred 
for communi m, thi i the story of a parti san 
warfare against the overwhelming odds of a 
Russian occupa tion fOf('e on an island in the 
Balti c. Realistica lly told, ha rd hittin g, it paints 
a bitter picture of tbe plight of the freedom· 
. tarved thousanrls unrler th e communist heel. 

TEMPTRESS RETURNS 

By Edward C. Allcard 

1\1. S. 

W. W. Norton & Campany, Inc ., $3.75 

Take one .l ack :\ rmslrong type character, 
one .34 foot yawl, p ice well with some obli ging 
hurncanes, top ofT with a heauteous gal stow
away, and what have you go t ? A sadly unpalat
able aJad. E ven the dressing of an awesome 
vocabuJary can scarce conceal the comic·book 
plot. 
It is based, they say, on an actu al voyage. 

M. S. 
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AL WAYS THE MEDITERRANEAN 

By Max Miller, U.S.N .R. 

E. P. Dutton & Co., $3.50 

This is a sketchy travelogue of the :Xlediter· 
ranean, with footnotes on it antique lore ir
reverently juxtaposed with the pre. ent-day 
acti vities of the al'y's Sixth F leet in the ~ame 
area. It is abundantly evident that :\lr. Mill er 
is, as Walter Karig observes in hi foreword 
to the book, a "pla in stea k-and·potatoes Ameri · 
can in all taste . ." Xerxes, Alexander, Cleo· 
patra, Ma rto Polo. t. Peter and the fun·l ol·ing 
American boy sa il through the book on each 
other's coatta il ·. 

BEYOND HORIZONS 

By Carleton Mitch e ll 

T. H. R. 

w. W. Norton & Compony, Inc., $3.95 
Captain Bli gh's own bitter account of the 

Boun ty mut iny and the dramatic rescue of 
Alexander Selkirk ( Robin ~on Crusoe) a re 
amon ,T the sea classics hrought to rugged, roa r· 
in g life by a man "ho kn ow. and loves the sea. 
Strea mlined Jor today's reader, these tales pro· 
vide a rare and excitin g in ight into a time 
when seamen had to be bo ld adventurers, and 
each voyage was an f'xcur ion into the Ull · 

known . Good illustrati ons. 
:'If. s. 

THE OCEAN RIVER : 

The Story of the Gulf Stream 

By Henry Chapin and F. G . Walton Smith 

Chorles Scri bn er 's Son s, $3.50 

H ere is a well written and technically ound 
di cu ion of one of the great wonder of na· 
ture, the phenomenon of the tremendous cur
rent which stirs the orth Atlantic Ocean. Mol'
in g a volume of water equal to tha t of a thou· 
sand Mis~ issippi s at Rood· tide, the Gulf Stream 
has had in alrulable in nuences on the histOlT 
and civilization of the lands borderi ng i t '~ 
course. 

A fascinatin g book, The Ocean R iver is a 
product of our ever· deepening knowledge of 
the phy ical world in whi ch we live. 

1'. H. R. 

ON THE PRICE OF OILSKINS 

Said the sailor, " I've had my fill of play, 
I' m shipping ou t to sea today, 
But I've no heavy weather gear 
And sailing 's roug h this time of year. 

I need ten fi s h and have only a fin 
For rubber to cover my precious skin ." 
His buddy, the bosun , at once replied 
" I' ll show you how to dress you r hide~ 
Five buck 's enough to make it s tick 
If we shuffle the deck and deal it quick . " 
They went a piece along the line 
And stopped before a " We buy, " sign . 

The oilski n s draping a dummy ou tside 
Were e qual to this sailor 's p ride . 
The p rice tag read , "Nine, ninety -eigh t," 
But the bosun said , " He ' ll swallow t he ba it." 

With a twinkling eye and a widesp read grin 
They soon d isrobed t he mannequin . 
Dreaming o f wealth beyond his share 
They found t he dea ler asleep in his chair. 

" Avast! " cried t he bosun, shaking the man 
" Appraise t hese s kins fas t as you ca n ' 
I'm off to make a pierhead bert h ' 
So sing out quick iu s t what they 're worth ." 

"I buy and I sell, " said that worthy man 
But I'm loaded now like a movi ng van . ' 
Four dollars , not a penny more; 

Ta ke it or leave it, there 's the door ." 
" Sold! " cried the bosun with a w ink 
" And we 've still got a buck to buy a ' drink ." 

By Cha rl es E. G ran t 

3rd Engineer 
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